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Newsletter
of the

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
April 2004

O P E N  G A M E S

MONDAY 11:00 A.M.
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0–300) 9:30 A.M.–12:30 P.M.
THURSDAY 11:00 A.M.
THURSDAY (0–300) 7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY 7:30 P.M.
SATURDAY 12:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M.

All games are stratified when possible.
All games are non-smoking. ↔

Bracketed Knock-Outs
The Tournament of Roses will feature two bracketed 
knock-out events, one Friday and the other Saturday, 
with sessions at 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m., and 8:00 p.m. 
both days. If your team wins at 10 it plays again at 3, 
and if it wins at 3 it plays again in the final at 8. Knock-
outs are tremendous fun and a gold mine of points for 
the winning teams. Everyone is encouraged to get a 
team together. The knock-outs will be bracketed, so 
even novice teams have a real chance to earn some 
serious points. Can’t find a partner or a team? Talk to 
Norma Campbell, Partnership Chair (225-5121). ♥

New Directors
Several members of LRDBC recently studied with 
Peggy Jett, passed an exam, and are now certified 
ACBL Club Directors. The new directors are Tom 
Byarlay, Mike Compton, Jane Dickey, Jeanne Harlan, 
Margaret Kelly, and Missy McCain.

January 1969 marked the first time one could become 
a certified ACBL Club Director, and Peggy Jett passed 
the first test offered in Arkansas. She still carries her 
card, which is signed by Easley Blackwood (of 
Blackwood 4NT fame), as Executive Secretary of 
ACBL. ♦

Getting Ready for the 
Tournament of Roses
Mike Compton

There will be a "rose" theme for our upcoming 
tournament, so I am looking for the following from our 
members:

1. Anyone who has experience or talent in arranging 
flowers. If we could do this ourselves, we may be able 
to give all winners a flower arrangement. We also need 
vases to make arrangements in, as I believe Sam's will 
make arrangements in our vases if we provide them. 
I'm hoping several of our members have old florist 
vases they will donate to our tournament. I also plan to 
put a label on the bottom of each arrangement in hope 
that the winner will mail back our vase for use next 
year. 

2. We need a typist to type address labels from 
registration cards to print out rose labels for all players.

3. I need someone with experience making prints from 
digital photos so that we can have a board with pictures 
of the winners of all events with graphics showing 
names, date, and event. I also want a “Tournament of 
Roses” banner over each winners’ picture. I would love 
to find a rose background we could put behind the 
pictures of the winners. I'm trying to find a large dummy 
bottle of champagne for the winners to hold while their 
picture is taken. We will print extra copies for the 
winners. Do we need trophies for the under 300 
games? 

4. I hear there is volunteer board posted at the Bridge 
House. We need lots of volunteers, even if for only a 
short time. There are a lot of small jobs (and large 
jobs!) that need to be done.

5. I'm planning to hang corkboards so we can start a 
partnership board for both the Little Rock Regional 
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(April 16–18) and Hot Springs Sectional (May 24–30) 
Tournaments.

6. There will be a party at the Expo Center on Thursday 
night, April 15, to set up tables and chairs and anything 
else that needs to be done before Friday morning. We’ll 
take over coffee pots, supplies, etc., set up the tables, 
put supplies and decorations in the restrooms, and get 
everything ready to go Friday morning.

7. Volunteers are needed to stay after the last game 
Sunday to clean up. ♣

M A K E  T R A V E L  P L A N S

Check The Bridge Bulletin published by the ACBL or 
www.acbl.org for details on these and other upcoming 
tournaments.

2004 NATIONALS (NABC)
July 17–27, New York, NY
November 18–28, Orlando, FL

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS TO CONSIDER

April 5–11, San Diego, CA
April 12–18, Gatlinburg, TN
April 19–25, Miami, FL
April 26–May 2, Cincinnati, OH
May 10–16, Oklahoma City, OK
May 24–30, Hot Springs, AR
June 14–20, Springfield, MO
June 21–27, Las Vegas, NV

NEARBY SECTIONAL TOURNAMENTS

April 2–4, McAlester, OK
April 2–4, Metairie, LA (0–300)
April 16–18, Little Rock, AR
April 23–25, Jackson, MS
April 23–25, Tulsa, OK
April 28–May 2, Las Vegas, NV
April 29–May 2, Metairie, LA
April 29–May 2, Montgomery, AL
April 30–May 2, Shreveport, LA
April 30–May 2, Nashville, TN
May 13–16, Austin, TX
May 27–31, Richardson, TX
May 28–31, Birmingham, AL
April 29–May 2, Metairie, LA
April 29–May 2, Montgomery, AL
April 29–May 2, Shreveport, LA

March Board Minutes
Jo Blanchard, Secretary

March 7, 2004

Margaret Kelly called the meeting to order. The 
attendees were Jo Blanchard, Tommye Davis, Dick 
Heil, Margaret Kelly, Rick Lowens, Barbara Miles, Lou 
Morris, Burla Sims, and Diane Tait.

The minutes of the last meeting were read, approved, 
and seconded.

A written treasurer’s report was not provided for this 
meeting. Rick reported the 2004 year-to-date table 
count through February is 221 tables. This exceeds the 
count for the same period last year by over 100 tables.

OLD BUSINESS:

The status of the education proposal was discussed. 
The board is waiting for a report back with the Bridge 
House Board and David Siebert’s input on the proposal.

The handicap parking spots have been marked but the 
crash bar has not been added yet. The door will be 
locked during games for security purposes until it is 
installed.

The 2004 Directories have been printed. A sheet will be 
posted on the bulletin board so members can report 
and list any corrections needed to their information. 
Dick volunteered to send reminder letters to members 
who have not paid their 2004 dues yet. Margaret noted 
the mailboxes need to be reorganized.

Deb Phillips will be asked to poll the directors on their 
opinions of the Zero Tolerance Policy and attend the 
next board meeting to relay her findings.

NEW BUSINESS:

A request will be made for a volunteer to create and 
maintain a web site for our club. Art Pfeifer will chair the 
search for this webmaster and provide a progress 
report back to the board.

The meeting was adjourned. ♠

The Jan–Feb 2004 table count 
is up 100+ tables over Jan–

Feb 2003!
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Hesitations
Gerald Koonce

One of the major problems that crop up in bidding 
involves unauthorized information, especially 
hesitations. A recent article in this Newsletter stated 
that if your partner hesitates, then passes, you must 
pass. That is not correct.

There are two sections of the Laws of Duplicate 
Contract Bridge that apply:

16A. Extraneous Information from Partner

After a player makes available to his partner 
extraneous information that may suggest a call or 
play, as by means of a remark, a question, a reply to 
a question, or by unmistakable hesitation, unwonted 
speed, special emphasis, tone, gesture, movement, 
mannerism or the like, the partner may not choose 
from among logical alternative actions one that 
could demonstrably have been suggested over 
another by the extraneous information. 

73C. Player Receives Unauthorized Information from 
Partner

When a player has available to him unauthorized 
information from his partner, as from a remark, 
question, explanation, gesture, mannerism, special 
emphasis, inflection, haste or hesitation, he must 
carefully avoid taking any advantage that might 
accrue to his side. 

To put this simply, if you have reasonable alternatives, 
you cannot select one that is suggested by your 
partner’s action even if it is the one you would have 
selected otherwise.

Here is a flagrant example from a game I was directing:

Dealer held a prime, balanced 24 HCP with 4 ♠s.

The auction went:

Dealer LHO Partner RHO
2♣ P 2♦* P

2NT P 3♣ P
3♠ P 4♠** P

4NT Director!

* Game forcing

** Lengthy hesitation

I noted the situation and had the auction continue (as is 
required by the Laws). They ended up in 6♠ making. I 
then adjusted the contract to 4♠, making 6. While an 
argument could be made that the dealer might have a 
slam try (his hand was really worth more than 24 HCP), 
he obviously did not have a hand to force to slam after 
partner had signed off in game. And since action 
toward slam was suggested by his partner’s hesitation, 
the only bid available to him was pass. Some people 
would argue that since bidding and making 6♠ was a 
normal result (his partner should have made a slam 
try), the result should stand, but that is irrelevant. So 
even had he made a slam try instead of bidding 4NT, 
the contract would have reverted to 4♠ because pass—
the action not suggested by the hesitation—is a logical 
alternative.

On the issue of your partner hesitating and then 
passing, here is an example. Everyone is vulnerable 
and you hold:

♠ 10 9
♥ A 10 9 8
♦ A 8 2
♣ A J 7 5

Partner opens 3♠, RHO passes, and you bid 4♠. Now 
LHO comes in with 5♥ and your partner hesitates for a 
considerable period of time before passing, as does 
your RHO. You are not barred from bidding. Is there a 
duplicate bridge player in the world who would not 
double with this hand?

Another example:

Your partner opens 2♣, strong and artificial and you, 
holding an A and a K, respond 2♦, game forcing. Now 
your LHO bids 4♠ and your partner hesitates for a 
considerable time before passing. Obviously, you have 
to either double or bid something, pass is not an 
acceptable action in this situation. And since your 
partner’s hesitation does not give you any clue as to 
what action he was considering, you are free to take 
the action best suited for your hand.

It is true that the large majority of the time if your 
partner hesitates and then passes, you will have to 
pass because bidding will have been suggested by the 
hesitation, but it is not mandated. ♦

Let a Board Member or Director know how you feel 
about adopting the Zero Tolerance Policy at LRDBC.
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Hot Springs Village 
Sectional Report
• Ben Allen & Cleet Judkins—5th in B in Open Pairs (50 

pairs)

• Duane Bickings & Tom Byarlay—5th in B/3rd in C in 
299er Pairs (42 pairs)

• David Blanchard & Jo Blanchard—3rd in C in 299er 
Pairs (20 pairs)

• Norma Campbell & Bonnie Fincher—2nd in A/1st in 
B & C in Open Pairs (42 pairs)

• Al Childs & Kathy Childs—3rd in A in Open Pairs (50 
pairs)

• Gerry Chism & partner—3rd in A in 299er pairs (38 
pairs)

• Tommye Davis, Peggy Jett, Gerald Koonce, & Bonnie 
Melchior—7th in A in A/X Swiss Teams (24 teams)

• Walter Ely & Kathy Miller—1st in A in Side Game 
Pairs (14 pairs)

• Ann Ferrill, Deb Phillips, Edna Savoy, & Burla Sims—
2nd in Bracket II Knockouts (8 teams)

• Linda Goldsmith, Beverly Kinneman, Bill Kinneman, & 
teammate—3rd in C/2nd in D in B/C/D/ Swiss 
Teams (29 teams)

• Jeanne Harlan & Frances Wilson—5/7 in A/3/4 in 
B/2nd in C in Open Pairs (42 pairs); 6th in A/5th in 
B/4th in C in Side Game Pairs (25 pairs)

• Fran Harp, Ann Lewis, Bert Turner, & Sherry 
Wortsmith—1st in Bracket VI Knockouts (8 
teams); 4th in C/3rd in D in B/C/D Swiss Teams (29 
teams)

• Fran Harp & Bert Turner—2nd in B & C in 299er Pairs 
(48 pairs)

• Cal Heseman & Monica Heseman—4th in C in Open 
Pairs (50 pairs)

• Lew Johnston, Wen-he Lu, Diana Nagel, & Gregg 
Sterne—2nd in Bracket VI Knockouts (8 teams)

• Margaret Kelly & Liz Parry—4th in C in Side Game 
Pairs (22 pairs)

• Margaret Kelly, Liz Parry, & teammates—3/4 in 
Bracket IV Knockouts (8 teams)

• Gerald Koonce & Bonnie Melchior—1st in A in Open 
Pairs (50 pairs)

• Jeanne Lloyd & partner—1st in A in Side Game 
Pairs (25 pairs)

• Kay Loss, Margaret Mathews, Mike Porta, & Joyce 
Thornton—1st in Bracket III Knockouts (8 teams)

• Margaret Mathews & Mike Porta—6th in A & B/3rd in 
C in Side Game Pairs (22 pairs)

• Bernice McNutt & Lou Morris—3rd in B in Open Pairs 
(50 pairs)

• Ann Lewis & Sherry Wortsmith—1st in A in 299er 
Pairs (48 pairs)

• Lou Morris & Edna Savoy—5/7 in A in Open Pairs (42 
pairs)

• Art Pfeifer, Robert Tully, & teammates—2nd in 
Bracket V Knockouts (8 teams)

• Deb Phillips & Burla Sims—3rd in A & B in Side 
Game Pairs (22 pairs)

• Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket I Knockouts (6 teams); 1st in A in A/X 
Swiss Teams (24 teams)

• Allan Siebert & partner—1st in A in Open Pairs (42 
pairs) ♦

National Masterpoint Races
At March 6, 2004, six LRDBC members were listed in 
national masterpoint races:

Barry Crane Top 500: #170 David Siebert.

Mini-McKenney Life Master of the Year: #19 Mike 
Compton, #21 Jane Dickey.

Online Points: #123 Lisa Whitbeck.

Lifetime Masterpoints: #24 Allan Siebert, #34 David 
Siebert, #183 Al Childs. ♥

Unit 161 Mini-McKenney 
Masterpoint Races
March 6, 2004, several LRDBC members were ranked 
in the Unit 161 Mini-McKenney masterpoint races:

Rookie of the Year: #1 Sheila Mehaffy, #4 Sherry 
Wortsmith, #6 Claudia Ragon, #9 Doyle Johnson.

Junior Master of the Year: #2 Bert Turner.

Club Master of the Year: #6 Fran Harp.

continued on page 7
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Hot Springs Village Sectional
Pictures of the First Place Winners from LRDBC

Clockwise from
Upper Left

Allan

Jeanne

Sherry & Ann

Norma & Bonnie

Gerald & Bonnie

Joyce, Margaret,
Mike & Kay

David & Allan

Bert, Fran, Ann &
Sherry

Not Pictured:
Walter & Kathy
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LITTLE ROCK
TOURNAMENT OF ROSES SECTIONAL
April 16–18, 2004
Expo Center
13000 Interstate 30, Exit 128

Friday, April 16 & Saturday, April 17
Bracketed Knockouts (3 sessions — 10 a.m., 3 p.m.,

& 8 p.m.)
Stratified Open Pairs

10 a.m. Stratified Open Pairs 1 session
3 p.m. Stratified Open Pairs 1 session
8 p.m. Stratified Open Pairs 1 session

Sunday, April 18
Stratified Swiss Teams 10 a.m. & TBA

A unlimited
B 300 – 1250
C 0 – 300
D 0 – 50 (with 4 or more tables)

Entry Fees: $  9 per person per session
$80 per team on Sunday

Free coffee, beer, wine, & cold drinks all the time
Light lunch following 10 a.m. sessions on Friday

& Saturday
Lunch included in Swiss entry on Sunday

Tournament Chair La Quinta Inn Partnership Chair
David Siebert 11701 Interstate 30, Exit 128 Norma Campbell
(501) 312-9538 (501) 455-2300 (501) 225-5121
suz03@sbcglobal.net $45, single/double occupancy normatc@aol.com

½ mile from tournament site

Not as pretty as Gatlinburg, but unmatched hospitality!
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

SWISS TEAM GAME

SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1:30 P.M.

CLUB TOURNAMENT GAMES

FRIDAY, APRIL 2, 7:30 P.M.
SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 1:30 P.M.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 9:30 A.M. 0–300
THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 7:00 P.M.
MONDAY, APRIL 12, 11:00 A.M.
TUESDAY, APRIL 20, 7:00 P.M.
SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 12:30 P.M.
THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 11:00 A.M.

SECOND FRIDAY PARTY NIGHT

FRIDAY, APRIL 9, PARTY 7:00, GAME 7:30 P.M.
Bring snacks.

BOARD MEETING

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 12:15 P.M.

BIRTHDAY SUNDAY

SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 1:30 P.M.
LRDBC members with birthdays in April play free.

TOURNAMENT SET-UP PARTY AT EXPO CENTER

THURSDAY, APRIL 15, 6:00–8:00 P.M.
Pizza & beer provided.

TOURNAMENT OF ROSES, EXPO CENTER

APRIL 16–18
BRIDGE HOUSE CLOSED

MASTER/NOVICE GAME

TUESDAY, APRIL 27, 7:00 P.M.

Regional Master of the Year: #1 Bonnie Fincher, #9 
Mary Puckett, #10 Dean Phillips.

NABC Master of the Year: #1 Barbara Miles, #5 Jan 
Trotter, #6 Jane Teed.

Life Master of the Year: #1 Mike Compton, #2 Jane 
Dickey.

Gold Life Master of the Year: #7 Bonnie Melchior, #9 
Peggy Jett, # 10 Ruth Gilliam.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay, #3 
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 David Siebert, #2 
Allan Siebert, #3 Al Childs. ♠

Tournament Hospitality
Suzanne Siebert

With the Tournament of Roses sectional right around 
the corner, it is time to be thinking about hospitality. As 
you all know our tournament has become known for 
outstanding hospitality. Last year’s tournament was a 
huge success AND money maker. This year we would 
like to build on that success and reputation. We 
certainly don’t have great accommodations and the 
construction on the highway is very unfortunate, so we 
hope to make everyone forget all that with good food 
and drinks.

We don’t have to tell you that Edna Savoy has done an 
outstanding job with hospitality at our previous 
tournaments. However, we can not expect one 
person—even one as capable as Edna—to continue to 
carry the entire burden for the job that our club has 
assumed. Let’s get a committee formed and work this 
hospitality so that everyone can enjoy the tournament.

One of the important things we need is $5 from each 
member of the club to help cover the cost of the 
wonderful food we intend to offer.

Immediately, we would like to form a committee to 
oversee hospitality for the entire tournament. If you 
would like to help get this organized please give me a 
call (312-9538).

Please plan to help in whatever capacity you are able. 

New Classes Starting
Classes for newer and intermediate bridge players will 
start Wednesday, March 23, 12:00 noon until 2:30 p.m., 
based on Audrey Grant's Play of the Hand. Ann Ferrill 
will teach. Call Ann at 664-7941 to sign up.

The cost is $40. This includes 8 lessons, the book, 
membership in LRDBC for 2004, and 8 free plays at 
any LRDBC games—a $99 value. 

You do not have to bring a partner. ♥

continued from page 4
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There are many and varied tasks and we need all the 
help we can get. ♥

$5 Needed from 
Everyone for 
Tournament 
Hospitality   

Slam Bidding Without 
Blackwood
Al Childs

You open the South hand 2♣. North bids 2♦ showing at 
least 4 HCP. You bid 2♠ and the question is, what 
should North bid?

A jump to 4♠ should show no A or K and no singleton 
or void. This hand is so bad that might be right, but 
North raises to 3♠. You now bid 4♦, your cheapest 
Ace. North bids 4♥, showing the ♥K, and you bid 6♠. 
Well, you’re lucky! It makes for a top. Note that the 4–4 
fit in ♥s goes down.

Dlr: West
Vul: N–S

♠ 10 8 5
♥ K 7 5 2
♦ J 7
♣ T 7 6 5

♠ 7 4 ♠ Q 9 6
♥ J ♥ 9 8 6 4
♦ Q 10 9 8 4 ♦ 6 3 2
♣ A K Q 9 8 ♣ 4 3 2

♠ A K J 3 2
♥ A Q 10 3
♦ A K 5
♣ J

Splinters

You open 1♠ and partner splinters in ♦s (by bidding 
4♦, indicating a singleton ♦). The opponents double. 
What do you do?

Your hand:

♠ K Q 9 8 7
♥ A J

♦ K 10 8 7
♣ 9 7

Pass is the right bid because this allows partner a 
chance to redouble to show a ♦ void (instead of just a 
singleton). Then you can cue bid 4♥ to show the ♥A 
and partner will bid 6♠. 

Partner’s hand:

♠ A J 10 6 5
♥ K 7 2
♦ —
♣ K Q 10 8 6

Easy! ♣

Local Leaders
2004 Under-300 Totals At March 21

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 Richard Chapman 4.92
Less Than 50 Bert Turner 11.46
Less Than 100 Bert Turner 11.46
Less Than 300 Diane Lord 15.13

2004 Overall At March 21

Peggy Jett ..........................................................31.69
Tommye Davis....................................................30.54
Ruth Gilliam........................................................27.92
Bonnie Melchior..................................................23.69
Norma Campbell.................................................23.11
Helen Abbott.......................................................20.28
Betsy Berry.........................................................20.01
Ann Ferrill ...........................................................19.91
David Cockcroft ..................................................18.85
Walter Ely ...........................................................15.31

2003 Final Results—District 
10 Mini-McKenney Races
Sectional Master of the Year: #6 Barbara Miles, #7 
Bonnie Fincher.

Regional Master of the Year: #4 Mike Compton, #6 
Norma Campbell.

NABC Master of the Year: #1 Jane Dickey.

Bronze Life Master of the Year: #9 Ann Ferrill.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #2 Allan Siebert, #3 
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Statement of Income and Expense

January 1, 2003—December 31, 2003

INCOME:

Club Games Tables Entries Directors Net
Sunday Afternoon 292.0 $ 3,393.00 $  478.00 $ 2,915.00
Monday Day 465.5 5,846.00 686.00 5,160.00
Monday Night Easybridge! 174.5 2,126.00 393.00 1,733.00
Tuesday Night 341.0 4,434.00 558.00 3,876.00
Wednesday Day 0–300 120.5 1,580.00 267.00 1,313.00
Thursday Day 404.0 5,147.00 476.50 4,670.50
Thursday Night 0–300 336.5 4,343.00 513.00 3,830.00
Friday Night 176.5 2,381.00 326.00 2,055.00
Saturday Day 205.5 2,941.00 500.00 2,441.00
Saturday Night 14.0 308.00 28.00 280.00

Total Club Games 2,530.0 $32,499.00 $4,225.50 $28,273.50

Rent—Clubs $        0.00
Other Rentals 120.00
Concessions 1,161.45
Soft Drink Machine 652.50
Beer & Wine 256.50

 Dues 2,807.00
Memorial Donations 320.00
Interest 9.83
Supplies Sold 67.75
Miscellaneous 556.00

TOTAL INCOME $34,224.53

EXPENSES:

Rent $13,400.00
Insurance (Pro-rated) 561.64
Tournament Support 632.75
Utilities 5,021.76
ACBL Monthly Fees 1,640.67
ACBL Other Fees 2,827.13
Bridge Supplies 901.00
Other Supplies 511.54
Cleaning Service 1,740.00
Maintenance / Repairs 105.10

 Concessions 420.81
Soft Drinks 265.61
Beer & Wine 148.97
Parties 1,146.58
Miscellaneous 4,653.08

TOTAL EXPENSES $33,976.64

NET INCOME $    247.89
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE

Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841

Officers
Margaret Kelly President
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Mike Compton Vice President
Jo Blanchard Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Ann Ferrill Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Leah Lasley Norma Campbell
Lou Morris Tommye Davis
Burla Sims Barbara Miles
Diane Tait Art Pfeifer

Bobby Morgan ACBL Club Manager
666-2435 (H) bobbymorgan@arkansas.net

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

David Siebert, #10 Al Childs. ♣

LITTLE ROCK TOURNAMENT 
OF ROSES SECTIONAL

April 16–18, 2004
Expo Center


