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Tommye & Peggy

Tommye Davis and Peggy Jett were the first place
winners in District 10 in the ACBL-wide Senior Game
for 2004—a repeat of their performance in 2003. They
plan to play in the 2005 game on February 28, at which
time they will both be 78. Tommye says she used to

OPEN GAMES

MoNDAY 11:00 A.m.
MoNDAY (0—49) * 7:00 P.Mm.
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0-300) 9:30 A.M.—12:30 P.M.
THURSDAY 11:00 A.m.
THURSDAY (0-300) * 7:00 P.Mm.
FRIDAY 7:30 P.M.
SATURDAY 12:30 P.Mm.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.m.

* Free mini-lesson at 6:30 p.m.
All games are stratified when possible.
All games are non-smoking.

get away with murder until Peggy started telling people
how old her youngest child was and how many years
she had been married.

Tommye and Peggy first knew of each other when they
attended the University of Arkansas—Tommye arriving
from Oklahoma and Peggy from Malvern. They both
met their husbands, Jake and Bill, there, as well. (In
fact, Peggy claims she went to Fayetteville just in order
to meet Bill.) They started playing bridge together in the
late 1950s at private duplicate clubs in Little Rock.
They loved traveling to tournaments but couldn’t go far
because they each had two young children at home.

Peggy achieved Life Master status late in 1967 at a
tournament in Hot Springs. The pair reports that Peggy
was so excited that her brain quit working the minute
this happened, although her body remained at the
table. So Tommye, who was only a few points behind,
had to wait until a Tulsa tournament in the spring of
1968 to become a Life Master. Helen Abbott and the
late Martha Harris (Peggy’s sister) were playing on
their team.

Soon after this Tommye quit duplicate cold turkey for
20 years to enter the work force. She quit work just as
abruptly, and Peggy induced her to return to the
duplicate table.

One of their favorite tournament experiences involves a
hand on which Peggy bid to 3v, doubled. Peggy’s
response was to bid 4¥! Again, she was doubled. She
says with a big grin that she made 3.

A key ingredient of their long, successful, and happy
partnership and friendship is that the worse the game
they’re having, the more they laugh.

Congratulations to two of everyone’s favorite LRDBC
members. &
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A Dynamite Defense
David Cockcroft

At the Unit 161 NAP qualifying round in Hot Springs
Village, | declared 2NT against Mike Compton and
Jane Dickey after this auction:
Bidding: N E S w

1e

P 14 P 2¢
P 2NT All pass

Mike led the » Q.

Dummy Declarer
a2 AaQ1065
vJ76 vA32
¢ AKJ854 ¢ Q3
K95 *Q764

There are 7 tricks off the top, if diamonds behave, with
an 8th trick to be easily established in clubs. But | didn’t
know what to make of the queen of hearts lead. Was
Mike making some off-the-wall lead from Q x or Q x x,
trying to find his partner with good hearts? If so, | had to
worry about losing 3 or 4 hearts, the ace of clubs, and
the ace and king of spades for down 1 or 2.

Unabile to figure out the queen of clubs lead, | played
low from dummy and Jane played the 9, an
encouraging card which seemed to confirm my
suspicion that the hearts were on my right. So,
confused by the opening lead, | ducked my ace and
awaited developments. Mike continued with the 10 of
hearts. This certainly should have alerted me to what
was going on, but once again | played low from dummy,
Jane completed her high/low signal, and | won the ace.
Fearing the seven losers mentioned above, | decided to
run the diamonds which split 4—1. | parted with 2 clubs,
a spade, and a heart to come down to this five card
ending:

AaQ106
'_
‘_
*Q7

Mike had pitched all black cards in no particular order
with no indication of strength in either clubs or spades;
Jane had followed to 4 diamonds and then discarded
the 2 and jack of clubs. I led a small club from dummy,
Jane rose with the ace, and both Mike and | followed.

With no hesitation Jane led the 9 of spades. At this
point, | figured out that Mike had the remaining 3 hearts
and his 4th card must be a high spade, probably the
ace or king. | glumly followed low and looked in dismay
as Mike won the trick with jack of spades and cashed
his 3 good hearts for down one!

Jane had underled the ace and king of spades with no
hesitation whatsoever. It was a bold and risky move on
her part. Had | played the queen, which | certainly
should have since all was lost anyway, | would have
taken the last 4 tricks—making SNT! That's how tops
are made!

And what was Mike’s deceptive opening lead that
confused me so? He had led the queen from K Q 10 x
x—requesting his partner to play the jack if she had it—
a standard lead convention that many of us play
including myself! Had | recognized the lead for what it
was, | would have won the ace immediately and taken
10 tricks with ease. Had Jane cashed her ace and king
of spades after winning her ace of clubs, as many of us
would, | would have made 9 tricks. Jane gave me the
opportunity to go wrong, and | quickly obliged her.

Dummy
a2
vJ76
¢ AKJ854
K95
Mike Jane
aJ743 a AK98
vKQ1084 v95
o7 +10962
%1083 &«AJ2
Declarer
AaQ1065
vA32
¢Q3
*»Q764

Mike and Jane went on to win first place in the event,
which came as no surprise to me after the way they
defended when Ann and | played against them. v

Bridge House Closed November
5-7 for the DeGray Sectional
Tournament ¢
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Imagine Your Partner’s
Hand

Allan Siebert

The most common expert error | consistently observe is
not visualizing partner’s hand on the way to slam. Why
that mistake is so prevalent | don’t know—maybe
because they don’t really trust their partners’ bidding
and thus only weigh their hands too much?

Nevertheless, it is important for good and consistent
judgment. Here is an example from the recent Tunica
Regional. My brother David was North and his expert
partner was South.

N-S Vul
Imps
North: 41098 x  Bidding: N E S w
v AXxx 1% P 1a P
¢ AX 3a P 4e P
*«AQ109 44 P ?
South: A AKX xX
v JX
¢ KQJx
® KX

David chose to be aggressive on his 14 HCP 3a jump
rebid because: (1) good spade spots, (2) good second
suit, (3) 3 aces, and (4) vulnerable playing imps. David
rightfully chose not to cooperate with slam aspirations
and bid 4. His partner, afraid of no heart control,
shortsightedly passed! If South had only given his
partner an assortment of hands that could comprise the
lower limits of a 3a response he would have realized
that there was no logical hand that doesn’t have at least
a play for 6a—try it!

South should now have cuebid 54 and David would
come alive and bid 5¥ and 6a would be reached with
about a 90% play.

The lesson is when you have a close decision at any
level, especially at slam level, be sure and imagine an
assortment of hands your partner could have based on
the previous bidding and then use your best judgment
to make your decision.

P.S. For you gimmick freaks out there, there is a
relatively new treatment that allows you to bid 3NT over

1 of a major—3 of a major, demanding you cuebid. On
this hand that would have worked well:

Bidding: N E S w
1% P 14 P
3a P 3NT P
4 P 4e P
4e P 6a All pass

Nominations Now Open

Nominations are now open for officers of the Little Rock
Duplicate Bridge Club and for positions on the Board of
Directors. The report of the nominating committee is
contained in the October Board Minutes. Additional
nominations and declarations of candidacy can be
submitted to a board member or taken from the floor at
the annual Club meeting to be held Sunday, December
5 %

SWWM%M@WWZOO4

Always Take a Plus

David Siebert

You are sitting South and pick up this hand and the
bidding goes as shown:

North: ~ 1092 Bidding: N E S W
vAKQ7 1a P
976 24 P 44 All Pass
%954

South: A AKQ876
'_
¢A432
&«A32

How would you play this hand at duplicate or Imps?
You get the king of clubs lead. Don'’t look at the E-W
hands until you decide how you will play.

Be honest—did you make the hand? If not you should
learn a valuable lesson here. Don’t ever go for an
overtrick (unless you are having a terrible game and
need a top) when a minus score is possible. Don’t get

greedy. This hand cannot be beat.
continued on page 5
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You win the ace of clubs then play the ace of
diamonds. When the jack of spades does not fall you
lead a low spade in order to insure an entry to the
dummy (the odds are less than 50% that the remaining
spades will split 1-1). This will insure that you can
reach the dummy and use the ace, king, and queen of
hearts so you can throw your 3 losing diamonds. (As a
bonus, your left hand opponent might duck the jack of
spades because he might not know your problem and
not realize that you have underlead your king of
spades, then you make five spades for a top.)

Remember: always take a plus if a minus is possible.

The whole hand is:

North
a1092
vAKQ7
¢876
%954
West East
aJ43 a5
v1064 vJ98532
¢J105 ¢ KQ9
*«KQJ6 %1087
South
AaAKQB876
' J—
¢A432
&*A32

October Board Minutes

Jo Blanchard, Secretary

October 17, 2004. Margaret Kelly called the meeting to
order. The attendees were Jo Blanchard, Norma
Campbell, Tommye Davis, Ann Ferrill, Rick Lowens,
Bobby Morgan, and Diane Tait.

The minutes of the last meeting were read, approved,
and seconded. A change was made to note that Al
Childs helped install the emergency release bar on the
door. (Thanks All)

A treasurer’s report was provided for this meeting. The
year-to-date net income as reported through
September 30 is $11,888.81.

OLD BUSINESS:

It was reported Dick has a sample coupon booklet to

share once he returns from vacation.

Margaret will follow up with Carl to determine the status
of obtaining and connecting a modem. A modem is
needed so scores can be loaded to our website

(www littlerockbridgehouse.org). Changes to the game
schedules and special events need to be reported to
Fran so she can update our website.

NEW BUSINESS:

The Christmas Party scheduled for December 5th was
discussed. Jeanne Lloyd will chair the party. A motion
was made, seconded, and approved to get the food
catered for the party and ask a few members to bring
desserts. Our membership has grown substantially and
a concern was raised about where to hold the party in
order to accommodate and allow all who want to
attend. Two possibilities (other spaces in the
Tanglewood Shopping Center and the Comfort Inn)
were discussed and will be pursued.

The nominating committee reported its nominations for
the 2005 board are: all officers from 2004 remain on for
2005 and the four open board member slots be filled
with David Cockcroft, Ruth Gilliam, Ann Lewis, and Bert
Turner. The nominations will be presented to and voted
on by the club membership at the Christmas Party.

Birthday Sundays were discussed. Several members
have mentioned they are not able to take advantage of
the birthday free play because they cannot attend on
Sundays. After discussion, a motion was made,
seconded, and approved to disband Birthday Sundays
effective January 1, 2005. In lieu, a free play will be
included with the birthday cards that are mailed each
month to our members. The birthday free play is to be
used during (and only during) the month of the
member’s birthday. It is the member’s responsibility to
make sure his or her birthday (month and day) is on
record.

Changes to the Friday party were discussed and
approved. Beginning November 12th, the Friday night
party and potluck will begin at 6:30 p.m. with play to
follow at 7:00. It was stressed bringing a dish is not
mandatory. You are welcome to come and eat
regardless if you bring a dish. If you don’t want to eat
and just play this is fine also. The objective is to
encourage everyone to attend and have a good time.

The meeting was adjourned. v
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Unit 161 Masterpoint Races

The Mini-McKenney races recognize the calendar year
masterpoint achievements of all players at each level of
achievement (Rookie, Junior Master, etc.) and the Ace
of Clubs races recognize calendar year achievement
just at the club level. The standings at October 6, 2004
in Unit 161 are shown below. ACBL-wide standings are
given under “National Masterpoint Races.”

Mini-McKenney

Rookie of the Year: #1 Bill Jones; #2 Sherry
Wortsmith; #3 Sheila Mehaffy; #6 Beverly Kinneman;
#7 Nancy Tracy; #8 Linda Goldsmith; #9 Judy
Chapman; #10 Jeanne Williams.

Junior Master of the Year: #1 Bert Turner; #4 Gwen
Briscoe; #5 Richard Chapman; #8 Somers Collins.

Club Master of the Year: #3 Diana Nagel; #8 Fran
Harp; #10 Gregg Sterne.

Regional Master of the Year: #1 Bonnie Fincher; #2
Ann Lewis; #3 Diane Lord; #6 Art Pfeifer; #8 Mike
Porta.

NABC Master of the Year: #2 Barbara Miles; #3 Jane
Teed; #6 Margaret Mathews; #9 Gerry Chism.

Life Master of the Year: #1 Norma Campbell; #2 Jane
Dickey; #3 Mike Compton; #6 Burla Sims; #8 Margaret
Kelly; #9 Liz Parry.

Bronze Life Master of the Year: #1 Deb Phillips; #10
Lou Morris.

Silver Life Master of the Year: #2 Ann Ferrill; #3
David Cockcroft; #5 Edna Savoy; #8 Russ Jones.

Gold Life Master of the Year: #5 Bonnie Melchior; #6
Peggy Jett; #9 Ruth Gilliam; #10 Helen Abbott.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay; #3
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 Allan Siebert; #2
David Siebert; #3 Al Childs.
Ace of Clubs

Rookie of the Year: #3 Sheila Mehaffy; #4 Bill Jones;
#5 Terri Scafer; #6 Judy Chapman; #7 Nancy Tracy;
#10 Sherry Wortsmith.

Junior Master of the Year: #1 Bert Turner; #6 Gwen
Briscoe; #9 Richard Chapman.

Club Master of the Year: #6 Fran Harp; #8 Diana
Nagel; #10 Charles Johnston.

Regional Master of the Year: #3 Ann Lewis; #5 Gene
Marques; #7 Dean Phillips; #9 Art Pfeifer; #10 Diane
Lord.

NABC Master of the Year: #10 Diane Tait.

Life Master of the Year: #3 Norma Campbell; #9 Cindy
Devish.

Gold Life Master of the Year: #5 Peggy Jett; #8
Bonnie Melchior; #9 Ruth Gilliam; #10 Helen Abbott.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay; #3
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 Al Childs; #2 David
Siebert. v

National Masterpoint Races

At October 6, 2004, 5 LRDBC members were listed in
national masterpoint races. The ACLB Top 500 is
lifetime; the Barry Crane Top 500 and the “of the year”
races are for 2004; and the Player of the Decade
measures platinum points earned since the beginning
of 2000.

ACBL Top 500: #23 Allan Siebert; #31 David Siebert;
#186 Al Childs.

Barry Crane Top 500: #37 Allan Siebert; #134 David
Siebert.

Youth of the Year: #40 Alex Phillips.

Mini-McKenney Junior Master of the Year: #6 Bert
Turner.

Ace of Clubs Junior Master of the Year: #25 Bert
Turner.

Mini-McKenney Grand Life Master of the Year: #22
Allan Siebert.

Player of the Decade: #84 Allan Siebert. ¢

Congratulations to Bonnie Fincher, our newest
Life Master! Congratulations, too, to Liz Parry
& Mike Compton, who have both achieved
Bronze Life Master.
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NAP Unit Qualifiers

The following LRDBC members qualified for the next
round of North American Pairs competition, which will
be held in Jackson MS January 15 & 16: Dick
Adkisson, Marilyn Biegler, Norma Campbell, David
Cockcroft, Somers Collins, Mike Compton, Cindy
Devish, Jane Dickey, Ann Ferrill, Fran Harp, Dick Heil,
Cal Heseman, Monica Heseman, Bill Jones, Margaret
Kelly, Barbara Miles, Ann Lewis, Diane Lord, Liz Parry,
and Bert Turner. Congratulations to everyone. &

Web Site

Be sure to check out the new Bridge House web site at
www.littlerockbridgehouse.org. So far, the site contains
the monthly calendar, the latest issue of the Newsletter,
and links to upcoming tournaments in the Unit and
results of recent tournaments, Unit 161 Mini-McKenney
and Ace of Clubs standings, your masterpoints, board
members and officers of LRDBC, Unit 161, and District
10, and other information. Soon Club game results will
be posted, as well. It's very cool! Thanks to Fran Harp
for serving as webmaster. ¢

\\\
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Fran & David!

Fran Harp and David Cockcroft have set the date
and will marry in November. Several LRDBC
members are planning a cocktail party to celebrate
this happy occasion and we will all be invited. Mark
your calendar for Wednesday, December 8, 5:30—
8:00 p.m.. Details will appear in the December
Newsletter and will be posted on the bulletin board.
Best wishes, Fran and David! v
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Bernice McNutt & Bobby Morgan finished 2nd
in A/1st in B in Open Pairs (30 pairs) at the
Harvest of Gold Regional in Wichita, KS.

Masterpoints Won at the
Bridge House
2004 Under-300 Totals at October 27

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 Dave Neuschwanger 9.74
Less Than 50 Bill Jones 27.55
Less Than 100 Bert Turner 53.64
Less Than 300 Bert Turner 23.64
2004 Overall at October 27
Peggy Jett ..o, 135.88
Tommye DaviS........cccvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 96.10
Bonnie Melchior ...........ccooiiiiiii 91.63
Ann Ferrill ... 86.47
Helen Abbott...........cooiiii 86.33
Ruth Gilliam .........coooiiiiiiii e, 85.45
Norma Campbell .................ooeei, 80.24
David CockCroft............coovviiieiiiiiiiiiiieec e, 79.06
Betsy Berry ..o, 72.02
Madalyn Reinhardt................coo, 62.32

MAKE TRAVEL PLANS

Check The Bridge Bulletin published by the ACBL or
www.acbl.org for details on these and other upcoming
tournaments.

UprpcomMING NATIONALS (NABC)

November 18-28, Orlando, FL
March 10-20, Pittsburgh, PA
July 21-31, Atlanta, GA

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS TO CONSIDER

November 4-7, Baton Rouge, LA (0-300)
December 7-12, Indianapolis, IN
December 26—-January 1, Kansas City, MO
December 26-31, Reno, NV

January 3-9 Tampa, FL

January 10-16, Honolulu, HI

January 17-23, Albuquerque, NM

January 24-30, Biloxi, MS

June 6-12, Jackson, MS

NEARBY SECTIONAL TOURNAMENTS
November 5-7, Lake DeGray, AR
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DeGray Tournament

DeGray State Park, Highway 7, 6 miles North of Exit
#78 on 1-30

November 5-7, 2004

+ Friday and Saturday, November 5th & 6th

» 10:00 a.m.—Bracketed Knockouts (3 sessions—
10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m., & 7:30 p.m.)

» 10:00 a.m., 3:00 p.m., & 7:30 p.m.—Single
session Stratified Pairs—C 0-500; B 0-1500; A
Unlimited

% Sunday November 7th

» 10:00 a.m. & TBA—Stratiflighted Swiss Teams—D

0-300; C 300-750; B 750-1500; A unlimited

¢ Snacks and Refreshments following afternoon and
evening sessions on Friday & Saturday

e Lunch included in Swiss entry on Sunday

e Entry Fee: $9 per person per session. $80 per
team on Sunday

e Partnerships: Ann Ferrill (email: ferrell38@aol.com;
phone: 501/664-7941)

¢ Novice/lntermediate Stratified Pairs (every session
if attendance warrants) 0—-20; 0—-100; 0—200

e Tournament Chairpersons: Teri & Gene LaBove
(email: tlabove@ipa.net; phone: 501/915-9101) &

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road

Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCKk DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB
TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122

7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROck, AR 72207

(501) 666-9841

WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Margaret Kelly
224-4045 (H)

Mike Compton
Jo Blanchard
Rick Lowens
Ann Ferrill

One Year
Leah Lasley
Lou Morris
Burla Sims
Diane Tait

Bobby Morgan
666-2435 (H)

Jane Dickey
377-0312 (O)

Officers
President
kclmfkelly@aol.com

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Board of Directors
Two Years
Norma Campbell
Tommye Davis
Barbara Miles
Art Pfeifer

ACBL Club Manager
bobbybmorgan@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Editor
jdickey@roselawfirm.com
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