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Some of the First Place Winners This Month

Mike, Norma, Jane, & Alex

Cindy & Marilyn

Not Pictured: Rathin Basu, David Blanchard, Jo 
Blanchard, John Chapman, Wendy Wheeler, Bill Jones, 

Bert Turner, & Dave Neuschwanger ♣

Linda, Art, Fran, & Richard

Edna & Ann

Liz, Margaret, Cal, & Monica

Allan & David

Joyce, Kay, Burla, & Deb
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In their final session, Wheeler and Chapman posted a 
59.23% game, good enough for first in the 0–10 and 
10–20 strats and second in the 20–50 strat. ♠

Masterpoints Won at the 
Bridge House

2004 Under–300 Totals at November 25

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 Marion Belew 8.63
Less Than 50 Sheila Mehaffy 21.01
Less Than 100 Fran Harp 34.88
Less Than 300 Bert Turner 56.86

2004 Overall at November 25

Peggy Jett ........................................................ 146.56
Tommye Davis.................................................. 104.87
Bonnie Melchior................................................ 101.71
Helen Abbott.......................................................93.00
Ruth Gilliam........................................................89.40
Ann Ferrill ...........................................................88.98
David Cockcroft ..................................................83.27
Norma Campbell.................................................82.13
Betsy Berry.........................................................76.29
Edna Savoy ........................................................64.28

November Board Minutes
Jo Blanchard, Secretary

November 14, 2004. Margaret Kelly called the meeting 
to order. The attendees were Jo Blanchard, Norma 
Campbell, Mike Compton, Bobby Morgan, and Art 
Pfeifer. The minutes of the last meeting were read, 
approved, and seconded. No treasurer’s report was 
provided.

NEW BUSINESS: Bobby reported ACBL dues will 
increase by $2 for new members and $3 for renewing 
members in 2005. Distribution of the Newsletter was 
discussed and is scheduled for further discussion at the 
next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS: The Christmas party was discussed. 
Members will be asked to sign up by November 28th if 
they are planning to attend so a determination can be 
made as to how much space will be needed and an 
order for the food can be placed with the caterer.

Meeting Adjourned. ♣

Chapman & Wheeler in 
Orlando
Reprinted from page 1 of the Daily Bulletin, NABC Fall 
2004, Orlando, Florida, Wednesday, November 24, 
2004 (sans photo).

Playing here makes his birthday happy

When Wendy Wheeler and John Chapman arrived in 
Orlando for the Fall NABC, the bridge lessons they had 
just completed were still fresh in their minds. They had 
about half a masterpoint each.

In the three days they spent in Orlando, the married 
couple, who live in Little Rock AR, played in eight 
sessions in the newcomer games, more than 
quadrupling their masterpoints totals.

They left their first bridge tournament with a conviction 
that taking up the game was a very good decision. “We 
have had a blast,” says Wheeler.

The two, married a year in August, met on the job. They 
both work for ALLTEL Corporation, a wireless 
company.

They got their introduction to bridge when they went to 
a family get-together in Las Vegas, where a bridge 
tournament was going on. Wheeler’s sister, Diane, is
married to Barry Schaffer, an expert player. Chapman 
had a chance to kibitz Schaffer during the tournament, 
and Chapman liked what he saw.

“He fell in love with all the math,” says Wheeler.

Chapman bought Eddie Kantar’s Bridge for Dummies, 
and they found a teacher in Little Rock—Dick Heil.

Chapman had decided earlier in the year that taking 
lessons and attending the Orlando NABC were what he 
wanted for his 40th birthday, which he celebrated on 
Monday of this week.

At home, the two often play as partners against the 
software Bridge Baron on a network they set up in their 
home.

Wheeler says she was especially impressed with the 
reception they have received at the NABC.

“Everyone is so nice,” she says. “There is still a lot of 
protocol we don’t know, but people have been very 
patient.”
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Catching Speeders
Mike Compton

At the recent tournament at Lake DeGray, a hand came 
up that reminded me why you don’t overcall vulnerable 
with a bad suit. We were playing knock outs, and on the 
third board, the following happened. Sitting South, I 
held:

♠ J
♥ Q 8 7 6
♦ Q J 9 7 2
♣ 9 5 3

Jane Dickey, my partner, was the opening bidder non-
vulnerable and opened 1♠; right hand opponent who 
was vulnerable overcalled 2♣. To show my four hearts 
and diamonds, I doubled. Left hand opponent passed 
as did my partner, converting my negative double to 
penalty. RHO passed to end the auction and put me on 
lead in an unusual auction. Leading trumps is usually 
the best start so I lead the 3 of clubs and not my 
singleton spade. When dummy came down with the 
following I was reminded why you don’t double part 
scores that will score games if made and was happy to 
know that opponents were not going to receive the 500-
point game bonus no matter what happened. This was 
dummy:

♠ A 9 6 4 3
♥ A 10 9 5
♦ K 10 6 4
♣ —

Well, good news/bad news here. Dummy has two aces 
and a king but no clubs. I didn’t know before if Jane 
held 20 points or a club suit but now holding clubs is 
our only hope. Declarer discards the 3 of spades from 
dummy on the first trick and Jane plays the queen of 
clubs, which holds. Promising! Jane returns the 5 of 
spades which is taken by declarer’s king. Declarer 
cashes the ace of diamonds and leads a low diamond 
to the king. When declarer then calls for a low diamond 
from dummy, I can see all 13 diamonds and wonder 
what partner is going to do. She discards the king of 
hearts and declarer ruffs. Declarer now leads a low 
spade toward dummy (if you can count, you know I am 
out) and I promptly ruff with the 3 of clubs. Since I have 
the queen of hearts I assume my partner’s king was a 

singleton and return a low heart. Declarer puts up the 
ace—promptly ruffed by my partner who returns 
another spade. Declarer guesses to ruff with his 8 
which I over ruff with my 9. I cash my good queen of 
hearts and lead another heart for my partner to ruff with 
her last small trump. Jane cashes the ace and king of 
trumps and concedes a spade at the end. Down 3 and 
we score up 800 points! Between us, we caught 7 
trump tricks and a heart. Amazing with this dummy.

This was the full hand:

Jane
♠ Q 10 7 5 2
♥ K
♦ 5 3
♣ A K Q 7 6

Dummy Declarer
♠ A 9 6 4 3 ♠ K 8
♥ A 10 9 5 ♥ J 4 3 2
♦ K 10 6 4 ♦ A 8
♣ — ♣ J 10 8 4 2

Mike
♠ J
♥ Q 8 7 6
♦ Q J 9 7 2
♣ 9 5 3

Tournament Report
Shreveport Autumnfest Sectional

• Bill Jones & Bert Turner—1st in C in Open Pairs (36 
pairs); 3rd in C in Open Pairs (41 pairs)

• Bill Jones, Bert Turner, & teammates—2nd in B in 
Swiss (19 teams)

• Jack Tidball & partner—3rd in A in Open Pairs (41 
pairs)

• Jack Tidball & teammates—2nd in A in Swiss (19 
teams)

DeGray Sectional

• Rathin Basu & partner—5th in B in Open Pairs (41 
pairs); 2nd in A/1st in B in Open Pairs (42 pairs); 
3rd in B in Open Pairs (28 pairs)

• Marilyn Biegler & Cindy Devish—5th in A/2nd in B/1st 
in C in Open Pairs (30 pairs); 6/7th in B/2nd in C in 
Open Pairs (42 pairs)

• David Blanchard & Jo Blanchard—5th in C in Open 
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Pairs (41 pairs); 4th in B/1st in C in Open Pairs (42 
pairs); 3rd in C in Open Pairs (28 pairs)

• Tom Byarlay & Judy Chapman—4th in A/2nd in B in 
199er Pairs (10 pairs)

• Norma Campbell, Mike Compton, Jane Dickey, & Alex 
Phillips—1st in Bracket 2 Knockouts (7 teams); 1st 
in Bracket 3 Knockouts (7 teams)

• Bill Cardin & Jean Neal—6th in B/3rd in C in Open 
Pairs (30 pairs)

• Richard Chapman, Linda Goldsmith, Fran Harp, & Art 
Pfeifer—1st in Bracket 4 Knockouts (7 teams)

• Al Childs & Russ Jones—4th in A in Open Pairs (41 
pairs)

• Ann Clay & Dane Clay—5th in A in Open Pairs (54 
pairs)

• Ann Clay, Dane Clay, Gerald Koonce, & Bonnie 
Melchior—2nd in A in A/X Swiss (13 teams)

• David Cockcroft, Ann Ferrill, Lou Morris, & Edna 
Savoy—2nd in B in B/C/D Swiss (24 teams)

• Karen Davis, Rita Sevall, & teammates—2nd in 
Bracket 5 Knockouts (7 teams)

• Tommye Davis & Peggy Jett—5th in A in Open Pairs 
(41 pairs)

• Walter Ely, Kay Loss, Deb Phillips, & Joyce 
Thornton—2nd in Bracket 2 Knockouts (7 teams)

• Ann Ferrill & Edna Savoy—4th in A/1st in B in Open 
Pairs (28 pairs)

• Cal Heseman, Monica Heseman, Margaret Kelly, & 
Liz Parry—2nd in Bracket 3 Knockouts (7 teams); 
3rd in B/1st in C in B/C/D Swiss (24 teams)

• Bill Jones & Bert Turner—5th in C in Open Pairs (54 
pairs); 6th in B/3rd in C in Open Pairs (41 pairs)

• Ann Lewis & Diane Lord—3rd in B/2nd in C in Open 
Pairs (30 pairs); 3/4th in C in Open Pairs (42 pairs)

• Kay Loss, Deb Phillips, Burla Sims, & Joyce 
Thornton—1st in Bracket 2 Knockouts (6 teams); 
5th in B in B/C/D Swiss (24 teams)

• Kathy Miller & Marilyn Watt—3rd in A in Open Pairs 
(54 pairs)

• Dave Neuschwanger & partner—2nd in A & B/1st in C 
in 199er Pairs (19 pairs)

• Johnnie Owen & Norman Owen—4th in A/3rd in B in 
Open Pairs (42 pairs); 5th in B in Open Pairs (28 

pairs)

• Lewis Sams & partner—4th in C in Open Pairs (54 
pairs)

• Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket 1 Knockouts (5 teams); 1st in Bracket 1 
Knockouts (6 teams); 1st in A in A/X Swiss (13 
teams)

• Suzanne Siebert & partner—6/7th in A in Open Pairs 
(42 pairs)

• Jack Tidball & partner—3rd in B in Open Pairs (54 
pairs); 3rd in A/2nd in B in Open Pairs (41 pairs)

• Jack Tidball & teammates—2nd in Bracket 2 
Knockouts (6 teams); 4th in A/2nd in X in A/X 
Swiss (13 teams)

Orlando NABC (through November 25)

• John Chapman & Wendy Wheeler—2nd in D/1st in E 
& F in 50/20/10 Pairs (20 pairs)

• Alex Phillips & teammates—3/4 in Zip Knockouts (16 
teams)

• Alex Phillips, Deb Phillips, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket 7 Knockouts (16 teams)

• Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—5/8th in 
Senior Knockouts (33 teams); 1st in Bracket 1 
Compact Knockouts Consolation (8 teams)

• Allan Siebert & partner—18th in Bobby Nail Life 
Master Pairs (182 pairs) ♥

Unit 161 Masterpoint Races
The Mini-McKenney races recognize the calendar year 
masterpoint achievements of all players at each level of 
achievement (Rookie, Junior Master, etc.) and the Ace 
of Clubs races recognize calendar year achievement 
just at the club level. The standings at November 6, 
2004 in Unit 161 are shown below. ACBL-wide 
standings are given under “National Masterpoint 
Races.”

Mini-McKenney

Rookie of the Year: #1 Bill Jones; #2 Sherry 
Wortsmith; #5 Sheila Mehaffy; #6 Dick Adkisson; #7 
Nancy Tracy; #8 Beverly Kinneman; #9 Judy Chapman; 
#10 Bill Kinneman.

Junior Master of the Year: #1 Bert Turner; #4 Gwen 
Briscoe; #5 Richard Chapman; #7 Somers Collins.
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Club Master of the Year: #3 Diana Nagel; #8 Fran 
Harp; #10 Gregg Sterne.

Regional Master of the Year: #1 Bonnie Fincher; #2 
Ann Lewis; #3 Diane Lord; #7 Art Pfeifer; #10 Mike 
Porta.

NABC Master of the Year: #2 Barbara Miles; #3 Jane 
Teed; #6 Margaret Mathews; #8 Gerry Chism.

Life Master of the Year: #1 Norma Campbell; #2 Jane 
Dickey; #3 Mike Compton; #6 Burla Sims; #8 Margaret 
Kelly; #9 Liz Parry.

Bronze Life Master of the Year: #1 Deb Phillips.

Silver Life Master of the Year: #2 Ann Ferrill; #3 
David Cockcroft; #6 Edna Savoy; #10 Russ Jones.

Gold Life Master of the Year: #5 Bonnie Melchior; #6 
Peggy Jett; #9 Helen Abbott; #10 Ruth Gilliam.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay; #3 
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 Allan Siebert; #2 
David Siebert; #3 Al Childs.

Ace of Clubs

Rookie of the Year: #1 Bill Jones; #4 Sheila Mehaffy; 
#5 Nancy Tracy; #6 Judy Chapman; #7 Dick Adkisson; 
#8 Terri Scafer; #9 Beverly Kinneman.

Junior Master of the Year: #1 Bert Turner; #8 Gwen 
Briscoe; #9 Richard Chapman; #10 Somers Collins.

Club Master of the Year: #5 Fran Harp; #9 Diana 
Nagel; #10 Charles Johnston.

Regional Master of the Year: #5 Ann Lewis; #8 Diane 
Lord; #9 Art Pfeifer.

NABC Master of the Year: #9 Jane Teed; #10 Diane 
Tait.

Life Master of the Year: #3 Norma Campbell; #9 Cindy 
Devish.

Gold Life Master of the Year: #6 Peggy Jett; #8 Helen 
Abbott; #9 Ruth Gilliam; #10 Bonnie Melchior.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay; #3 
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 Al Childs; #2 David 
Siebert. ♦

Congratulations In Order
Cal Heseman became the Club’s newest Life Master 
during the DeGray Sectional Tournament. His “harem” 
teammates—Liz, Margaret, and Monica—offer special 
congratulations.

Norma Campbell, Liz Parry, Alex Phillips, and Joyce 
Thornton have recently achieved Bronze Life Master 
status and Deb Phillips has became a Silver Life 
Master. ♣

Monday Potluck & STaC
The annual Monday Christmas Potluck will be held 
December 13. As an added bonus this year the game is 
a STaC game—how can you resist? As usual, the 
game starts at 11:00 a.m. and will break for lunch. ♠

2005 LRDBC dues of $15 are 
now payable.
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Margaret Kelly President
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Mike Compton Vice President
Jo Blanchard Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Ann Ferrill Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Leah Lasley Norma Campbell
Lou Morris Tommye Davis
Burla Sims Barbara Miles
Diane Tait Art Pfeifer

Bobby Morgan ACBL Club Manager
666-2435 (H) bobbybmorgan@sbcglobal.net

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Sunday Party and Annual 
Meeting
Sunday, December 5, is the big Holiday Party at the 
Bridge House. The meal will be provided by the club 
and the cost is $8. Play is free for everyone. There’s a 
sign up sheet on the bulletin board. The meal is at 
12:15 p.m. with the game starting at 1:30. 

Officers and directors for 2005 will be elected at the 
party. The nominating committee’s nominations for the 
2005 board are: all officers from 2004 remain on for 
2005 and the four open board member slots be filled 
with David Cockcroft, Ruth Gilliam, Ann Lewis, and Bert 
Turner. ♥


