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Little Rock Tournament In the Trenches

Our Memorial Day tournament was a whale of a Allan Siebert
success—in attendance, fun, masterpoints won, food,
hospitality, finances—you name it! See inside for
pictures of most of the first place winners from our club
and of some of the people who made it all possible.

Bridge is mainly won in the little battles, not the
glamorous coups and brilliant bids. Here is an
illustration with Robert Downie defending 1NT.

Mike Compton chaired the Tournament, assisted by Robert
Bert Turner as Vice-Chair. Edna Savoy was Food 4 AX
Chair, Norma Campbell was Partnership Chair, and Art ¥ Qxxxx
Pfeifer chaired the Hospitality Suite. They all send a big M
thank you to the hospitality helpers—Jerry Evert, Jo * AJdxxx
and David Blanchard, Margaret Kelly, Liz Parry, and Dummy
Diane Tait. A J XX
v J10xXxX
Tournament of Roses Winners
* J XX
e Marian Belew & Nancy Tracy—3rd in C in Open Pairs & 10 x

(30 pairs)

¢ Betsy Berry & Walter Ely—4th in A in Open Pairs (30
pairs); 3rd in A in Open Pairs (27 pairs); 5thin Ain
Open Pairs (39 pairs); 2nd in A in Open Pairs (67

Here's the auction:

W N E S
e 1v P 14
INT P P P

continued on page 2 ]
Robert leads a small club and it goes small club, & 9,

« K. Declarer plays out 4 diamonds and Robert has to
make 3 discards. What would you play? Note that

.|
OrPEN GAMES

MONDAY 11:00 A.M. Robert’s partner gave a Smith Echo in diamonds (by
MONDAY (0—49) * 7:00 P.M. playing a high card on declarer’s first lead) to say she
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M. liked Robert’s lead; in other words, that she had the
WEDNESDAY (0—300) 9:30 A.M.—12:30 P.Mm. Q.

THURSDAY 11:00 A.M.

Have you decided? Well, Robert—quite decisively and

THURSDAY (0-300) * 7:00 P.m. quickly, | must add—discarded 3 hearts, knowing that
FRIDAY 7:00 P.m. declarer couldn’t have v A K. Why? Because declarer
SATURDAY 12:30 .M. bid INT over 14, showing a spade stopper and a heart
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M.

stopper, plus declarer had already played the ¢ A K Q
and & K. Thus declarer didn’t have room for both the
v A and v K. Way to go, Robert! a

* Free mini-lesson at 6:30 p.m.
All games are stratified when possible.
All games are non-smoking.

|
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pairs); 1stin A in Open Pairs (34 pairs); 3rd in Ain
Open Pairs (50 pairs)

o Marilyn Biegler, Cindy Devish, & teammates—3/4 in
Bracket Il Knockout (8 teams)

¢ David Blanchard & Jo Blanchard—2nd in C in Open
Pairs (59 pairs); 2nd in A/lstin B & C in Open Pairs
(22 pairs)

e Gwen Briscoe & Sheila Mehaffy—3rd in B/1stin C in
Open Pairs (59 pairs); 2nd in B/1st in C in Open Pairs
(39 pairs)

e Tom Byarlay, Diana Nagel, Robert Tully, &
teammate—1st in Bracket Il Knockout (8 teams)

e Norma Campbell, Mike Compton, Jane Dickey, &
Bonnie Fincher—5th in B in Swiss Teams (31 teams)

e Norma Campbell & Jane Dickey—>5th in B in Open
Pairs (22 pairs)

¢ Jane Cazort & Betty Peden—2nd in C in Open Pairs
(27 pairs)

¢ Judy Chapman & Richard Chapman—4th in Cin
Open Pairs (30 pairs)

¢ Al Childs, Kathy Childs, & teammates—2/3 in Ain
Swiss Teams (31 teams)

¢ Al Childs & Dane Clay—1st in A in Open Pairs (22
pairs)

¢ Al Childs & partner—4th in A in Open Pairs (39 pairs);
2nd in A in Open Pairs (34 pairs); 1stin A in Open
Pairs (50 pairs)

¢ Ann Clay & Dane Clay—2nd in A in Open Pairs (39
pairs); 6th in A in Open Pairs (67 pairs)

¢ Ann Clay, Dane Clay, Curtis Finch, Gerald Koonce,
Bonnie Melchior, & David Siebert—1st in A in Swiss
Teams (31 teams)

¢ David Cockcroft, Robert Downie, Ann Ferrill, & Edna
Savoy—1st in Bracket | Knockout (8 teams)

e David Cockcroft & Jack Tidball—2nd in A in Open
Pairs (59 pairs)

e Somers Collins, Bill Jones, Missy McCain, & Bert
Turner—1st in Bracket Il Knockout (8 teams); 4th in
B/2nd in C in Swiss Teams (31 teams)

e Somers Collins & Missy McCain—3rd in C in Open
Pairs (59 pairs); 2nd in B & C in Open Pairs (67 pairs)

o Mike Compton & Jane Dickey—5th in B in Open Pairs

(27 pairs)
¢ Billie Corrothers & Diane Tait—2nd in B/1stin C in

Speedball Pairs (14 pairs)

o Billie Corrothers & parther—2nd in B in Open Pairs
(27 pairs); 6th in A/3rd in B in Open Pairs (22 pairs)

o Marilyn Drinkwater, Bobby Morgan, Mary Puckett, &
Hildegard Sherman—2nd in B in Swiss Teams (31
teams)

¢ Marilyn Drinkwater & Bobby Morgan—4/6 in B in
Open Pairs (34 pairs); 3rd in B in Open Pairs (50
pairs)

o Marilyn Drinkwater & Frances Wilson—3rd in B in
Open Pairs (30 pairs); 2nd in B in Open Pairs (59
pairs)

e Connie Ellingson, Roger Ellingson, Bill Jones, & Bert
Turner—2nd in Bracket Il Knockout (8 teams)

e Audra Evert & Winn Smith—4th in B in Open Pairs
(27 pairs)

¢ Joyce Franklin & Art Pfeifer—6th in B/4th in C in
Open Pairs (50 pairs)

¢ Dick Heil & Jan Worden—5th in B in Open Pairs (59
pairs)

e Lew Johnston & Gregg Sterne—3rd in C in Open
Pairs (27 pairs)

e Curtis Finch, Gerald Koonce, Bonnie Melchior, &
David Siebert—1st in Bracket | Knockout (3 teams)

e Curtis Finch & David Siebert—2nd in A in Open Pairs
(50 pairs)

e Victoria Garrett & Claudia Ragon—b5th in C in Open
Pairs (50 pairs)

¢ Bonnie Harden, Jean Harney, Gene Marques, & Rita
Sevall—2nd in Bracket Il Knockout (8 teams)

¢ Bonnie Harden & Rita Sevall—4th in C in Open Pairs
(39 pairs); 3rd in C in Open Pairs (34 pairs)

¢ Gerald Koonce & Bonnie Melchior—3rd in A in Open
Pairs (67 pairs)

¢ Jeanne Lloyd & Billie Swatek—3rd in A in Open Pairs
(59 pairs)

e Jeanne Lloyd & partner—2nd in A in Open Pairs (27
pairs); 6th in A in Open Pairs (34 pairs)

e Kay Loss, Deb Phillips, Joyce Thornton, &
teammate—2nd in Bracket | Knockout (5 teams)

e Kay Loss & Joyce Thornton—3rd in B in Open Pairs
(27 pairs)

continued on page 6
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Saturday’s barbecue lunch: Betty, Edna, Liz, Margaret, Art, Mike, and all the food!

Bobby

Diana, Tom, & Robert

Jo & David Gerald, David, Bonnie, & Curtis

|
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Nancy & Jeanne Dane & Al

Not Pictured

Ann Clay
Billie Corrothers
Beverly Kinneman
Bill Kinneman
Allan Siebert
Diane Tait

Robert, Ann, Edna, & David

Gwen & Sheila Jack
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¢ Elaine Lowens & Rick Lowens—4th in A in Open
Pairs (22 pairs); 2nd in A in Speedball Pairs (14 pairs)

o Margaret Mathews & Mike Porta—3rd in B in Open
Pairs (39 pairs); 5th in B in Open Pairs (67 pairs)

o Kathy Miller & Marilyn Watt—4th in A in Open Pairs
(67 pairs)

¢ Claudia Ragon & Paula Tinsley—5th in C in Open
Pairs (30 pairs); 4th in C in Open Pairs (59 pairs)

¢ David Siebert & partner—1st in A in Open Pairs (39
pairs); 3/4 in A in Speedball Pairs (14 pairs)

e Suzanne Siebert & Diane Williams—5th in A in
Speedball Pairs (14 pairs)

e Suzanne Siebert & partner—5th in A in Open Pairs
(30 pairs); 6th in A in Open Pairs (27 pairs)

¢ Jane Teed & Sherry Wortsmith—4th in B in Open
Pairs (59 pairs)

¢ Jack Tidball & teammates—1st in Bracket | Knockout
(5 teams)

¢ Nancy Tracy & Jeanne Williams—5th in A/lstin B &
C in Open Pairs (50 pairs) v

Tournament Report
Flying Pig Regional, Cincinnati, OH

¢ Allan Siebert & teammates—2nd in Bracket 1
Knockout (12 teams); 1st in Bracket 1 Knockout (11
teams); 1st in Bracket 2 Knockout (6 teams); 2nd in
Bracket 1 Knockout (9 teams); 2nd in A in A/X Swiss
(26 teams)

Laurel Sectional, Laurel, MS

e David Siebert & partner—3rd in A in Side Pairs (22
pairs)

Oklahoma City Regional, Oklahoma City, OK

e Barbara Blaine & Jeanne Williams—3rd in C in Side
Pairs (14 pairs)

¢ Bill Jones, Jane Teed, Jan Trotter, & Bert Turner—4/5
in Bracket 4 Knockout (10 teams)

o Bill Jones & Bert Turner—4th in A & B/3rd in C in Side
Game (16 pairs)

¢ Beverly Kinneman & Bill Kinneman—2/3 in A/1/2 in B
in 199er Pairs (8 pairs); 1stin A & B in 199er Pairs
(12 pairs)

e Bobby Morgan & partner—2nd in A/l1st in B in Side

Game (21 pairs)

o Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—1st in
Bracket 1 Knockout (9 teams); 1st in A in Board—
Match (32 teams); 1st in Bracket 1 Knockout (9
teams); 3/4 in Bracket 1 Knockout (10 teams)

¢ Billie Swatek & teammates—7th in A in Board-a-
Match (32 teams)

¢ Diane Williams & teammates—3/4 in Bracket 2
Knockout (13 teams); 2nd in A in Stratified Swiss
Teams (8 teams) ¢

David Siebert and his teammales won the
Championship Flight at the District 10 Grand
National Teams and will represent our District
al the North American Bridge Championship in
Atlanta in August. Congralulalions David! =

May Board Minutes

Jo Blanchard

May 10, 2005. Margaret Kelly called the meeting to
order. The attendees were Jo Blanchard, Norma
Campbell, Mike Compton, Ann Ferrill, Ann Lewis, Rick
Lowens, and Art Pfeifer.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and
approved.

Rick provided a treasurer’s report. he net income for
April, 2005 is $457. The total year to date net income
through April, 2005 is $5,830. The year to date table
count is up by 165 tables from the year to date total this
time last year. Rick also noted the electric bill last
month was almost double.

NEW BUSINESS:

A motion was made and approved to routinely change
out the playing cards on the first Monday of each
month.

Updating the plaques to note when members attain
different designations (e.g. bronze, silver, gold life
master, etc.) was discussed and tabled until further
information is obtained.

Art reported the heat and air thermostats have been
temporarily relocated to see if this will help to keep the
temperature constant. Adding ceiling fans was also
mentioned.
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OLD BUSINESS:

It was noted arrangements are still being made to have
an appreciation dinner to recognize our working
directors.

Mike provided an update on the status of our May
Tournament.

The meeting was adjourned. a

We mourn the passing of

Norman Owen.

North American Pairs
Qualifying Games

In all three summer months you will see several games
scheduled as “NAP Qualifying” Games. Club qualifying
games award masterpoints at 50/50 red and black at

sectional rating. The ACBL has lowered the cost this
year from $8 to $4.

Flights: A (Open), B (-2000), C (0-500 Non-Life
Masters).

A highly prestigious "grass roots" event, the North
American Pairs starts at the club level in June, July,
and August. A player may qualify as often as desired
and with as many different partners as desired. The
Unit 161 qualifying game will be held in Little Rock after
September 1 and before the District 10 Final, which will
be in Tunica. At the district final, both players must
have qualified at the club level and must be members
of the District 10. Winners of each flight in each district
are reimbursed for airfare and hotel nights to attend the
final event at the 2006 spring NABC in Dallas. Second-
place pairs receive airfare. Third-place pairs qualify to
attend but do not receive reimbursement. v

School Bridge Programs

David Siebert, our Unit 161 President, is looking for
Bridge House members who are interested in learning
more about the ACBL'’s School Bridge Lesson Series
Program. Reaching out to younger players is one of the
ACBL’s highest priorities. The Program offers free
textbooks, E-Z deal cards, lesson plans, T-shirts for the
students who complete the course, a trophy for the

winner of the event held at the end of the lessons, and
a stipend for the teacher. A teacher can qualify to
receive $350 for teaching 16 hours of bridge lessons at
a school and running a championship game at the end
of the course, using materials supplied by the ACBL.

For more information, call David at 312-9538 (H) or
416-8402 (C). »

Unit Championships

Team Championship

Unit 161 (Central Arkansas) will hold a Unit Team
Championship. Each club in the Unit will hold a club
elimination to determine its team. The championship
will be held during the DeGray Tournament in
November.

The composition of each team will be determined in the
following manner: A players (above 2,500
masterpoints) count 3 points each, B players (over 750
to 2,500) count 2 points each, and C players (0—750)
count 1 point each. A team may have a maximum of 7
points. So, for example, a team could be composed of
one A player, two B players, and one C player, for a
total of 7 points. Another example: a team could have
two B players and two C players, for a total of 6 points.
Yet another example: a team could have four C
players, for a total of 4 points.

Be thinking about putting a team together to compete to
represent our club.

Pair Games

Unit 161 is entitled to 12 championship games this
year, to be divided among all the clubs in the Unit.
There are no hand records and no extra costs.
Masterpoints awarded at these games will be
sectionally-rated black points. Be on the lookout for the
championship pair games to be scheduled at the Bridge
House.

Unit-Wide Games

The Unit will schedule four Unit-wide games and all
participating clubs will play on the same day at about
the same time. These games will have hand records.
Russ Jones of Jonesboro, our Unit's GNT/NAP
Coordinator, will schedule these games. ¢
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A Memorable Grand

Gerald Koonce

Last year | wrote an article about bidding and making
grand slams on consecutive deals after not making one
for over a year. Since then | have experienced a
veritable surge in grand slams. At the Little Rock
sectional, Bonnie Melchior and | bid and made grand
slams in consecutive events, and one pair bid and
make one against us in another event.

The first one of our two grand slams wasn’t such a
good one, but Bonnie guessed a queen to make it. The
second one was instrumental to our team winning the
Swiss Teams on Memorial Day:

DIr: East
Vul: All
AaQ95
v1075
¢ AKQJ83
&3
a104 Aa863
vKQ942 vJ863
¢ 1092 ¢ 74
«J54 Q982
aAKJ72
vA
65
«AK1076
East South West North
Pass 1a Pass 2e¢
Pass 3% Pass 3a
Pass de Dbl 5¢
Pass G Pass Ge
Pass 76 All Pass

Opening lead: v K

Bonnie was South and | was North. We play 2/1, so my
2 ¢ response established a game force. We also play
fast arrival, so my 3a on the second round said | had
better than a minimum hand.

Now we started cue bidding. Bonnie’s 4¥ showed first
round control of hearts and slam interest, and my free
bid of 5 after the double showed the diamond ace and
said | was interested in slam, too. Bonnie’s 6& showed
first round control of clubs and indicated she had her

June 2005

sights on the seven level. With a solid 6-card suit,
singleton club, and the trump queen, | had no problem
in bidding 6 ¢, which showed the diamond king and said
bidding 7 was OK with me. So Bonnie ventured the
grand.

Notice we actually have 14 top tricks even though we
only have 31 HCP. At the other table, they stopped in
64, so we gained 13 IMPs on the deal. &

2005 Masterpoints Won at
the Bridge House

Under 300 at May 31

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 John Chapman 6.83
Less Than 50 Linda Goldsmith 19.89
Less Than 100 Gwen Briscoe 20.76
Less Than 300 Bill Jones 55.10
Overall at May 31
Bill JONES.....ccooiiiieieiei 55.10
RUth Gilliam ......coooviiiiiei e, 47.71
Peggy Jett ... 46.58
Helen Abbott ... 42.65
ANN FErrill.. .o 42.52
BELSY BEITY .. 41.57
Edna Savoy........cccoviiiiiiiii 37.50
TOMMYE DAVIS ......coeiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 34.13
LOU MOITIS ..vviiiiieeeee ettt 32.82
Norma Campbell............ccoeeeiii e, 32.71

TOURNAMENT
CHAIR

MIKE
COMPTON

IS OUR HERO]
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MAKE TRAVEL PLANS

Check The Bridge Bulletin published by the ACBL or
www.acbl.org for details on these and other upcoming
tournaments.

UPCOMING NATIONALS (NABC)

July 21-31, Atlanta, GA
November 17-27, Denver, CO
March 30—April 9, Dallas, TX

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS TO CONSIDER

June 6-12, Jackson, MS

June 20-26, Las Vegas, NV

August 8-14, Tulsa, OK

August 15-21, St. Louis, MO

August 30-September 5, Richardson, TX
September 19-25, Tunica, MS

September 30—October 2, Metairie, LA (0-300)
October 24-30, Mobile, AL

October 24-30, Bossier City, LA

NEARBY SECTIONAL TOURNAMENTS

June 3-5, Mobile, AL

June 10-12, Fort Worth, TX

June 30-July 3, Metairie, LA

July 14-17, Baton Rouge, LA

July 15-17, Tyler, TX

August 4-7, Lake Charles, LA

August 19-21, Huntsville, AL
September 2-5, Birmingham, AL
September24-25, Fort Worth, TX (0-300)
September 30—October 2, Monroe, LA
September 30—October 2, Tupelo, MS
October 1-2, Muskogee, OK

October 6-9, Moss Point, MS
October 14-16, St. Charles, MO
October 20-23, Nashville, TN
October 21-23, Fort Worth, TX
October 21-23, Oklahoma City, OK
October 28-30, Kimberling City, MO
November 4-6, DeGray, AR
November 10-13, Metairie, LA

STaCs Week: June 20-26

All games the week of Monday, June 20, through
Sunday, June 26, are District 10 STaC games. “STaC”
is an abbreviation for a special kind of sectional

tournament known as a Sectional Tournament at Clubs.
The whole week offers great opportunities to earn
masterpoints at the sectional rating without leaving the
Bridge House. &

Worldwide Bridge Contest

Friday night, June 3, is the Worldwide Bridge Contest.
It's the event played around the world! Join us for the
Worldwide Bridge Contest sponsored by the World
Bridge Federation (WBF). This international competition
is scored across the world using the Internet to give an
overall winner. Masterpoints are awarded 50/50 red
and black at sectional rating.

The top ACBL winners are recognized on the ACBL
web site and in The Bridge Bulletin. Each participant
receives a souvenir booklet containing Eric Kokish’'s
excellent commentary.

The WBF will award prizes based on world
matchpointing. The two top district winners by
percentage receive bonus awards. Additional
recognition comes from the WBF. ¢

Bert, Missy, Bill, & Somers

Wallter & Betsy

June 2005

Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 9



LITTLE Rock DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB
TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122

7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE Rock, AR 72207

(501) 666-9841

WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Margaret Kelly
224-4045 (H)

Tournament Team Members Edna Savoy, Art Pfeifer, T3 ETafiiety

Norma Campbell, and Betty Shepherd Jo Blanchard
Chairman Mike Compton Rick Lowens
Ann Ferrill

One Year
Norma Campbell
Tommye Davis
Barbara Miles
Art Pfeifer

Bobby Morgan
666-2435 (H)

Jane Dickey
377-0312 (0)

Directors Jim Willemet & Charlie MacCracken

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road

Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Officers
President
kclmfkelly@aol.com

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Board of Directors
Two Years
David Cockcroft
Ruth Gilliam
Ann Lewis
Bert Turner

ACBL Club Manager
bobbybmorgan@sbcglobal.net

News/etter Editor
jdickey@roselawfirm.com
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