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August Board Minutes

Bobby Morgan

August 14, 2005. Present were David Cockcroft,
Tommye Davis, Ann Ferrill, Ruth Gilliam, Margaret
Kelly, Barbara Miles, Bobby Morgan, and Bert Turner.

The meeting was called to order by President Margaret
Kelly.

Bobby Morgan made a presentation regarding
upcoming special games.

The space needs for the Christmas Party and other
special events was discussed with no solution as yet.

There being no further business the meeting was
adjourned. a

Special Games at LRDBC
for Fall 2005

» Saturday, September 10 10:00 a.m. Team Game—
two sessions. LRDBC Preliminary for Unit Team
Championship to be held at DeGray. $5.00 each,
no pot.

» Wednesday, September 14 7:00 p.m. ACBL-Wide
Instant Gold Matchpoint Game. One gold per-
section leader each direction. Other awards 2 Red
and %z Black. $6.00/person. High scores over 60%

The instructions to the housekeeper are being revised. are sent to the ACBL.

Estimates will be gotten for Stanley Steamer to clean > Saturday, September 17 12:30 p.m. Unit-wide pairs
thecarpet and Scotch Guard after. Members should be game with hand records. Charge $4.50 ($5.00 with
cautioned to clean up spills so as not to cause pot).

additional spots, especially after the cleaning. o _
» Monday evenings in September—49ers Regional

recognition of highest number of points. Sectional
Black points.

Dick Heil is starting a new series of lessons on
September 21 at 7:15 p.m. This is on the Club Series,
which is a good place to start learning duplicate rules.

» Saturday, October 22 10:00 a.m. Unit 161 NAOP
Finals—two sessions.

OPEN GAMES
» October Club Appreciation month—one per

MONDAY 11:00 A.M. session (the October calendar will show the
MoNDAY (0-49) * 7:00 P.M. schedule).
xESDAY 0300 9:30 1;28 P-M. » Saturday, November 12 12:30 p.m. Unit 161 Pairs
EDNESDAY (0-300) SOAMALSUPM. Championship with Hand records. Charge $5.00
THURSDAY 11:00 A.m. . .
including pot. v
THURSDAY (0-300) * 7:00 P.Mm.
FRIDAY 7:00 P.Mm.
Partner Wanted?
SATURDAY 12:30 P.m.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M. Would you like to run a free ad in the Newsletter for a

Bridge House partner? Call or email the editor to let her
know the skill level and bidding style you’re looking for,
as well as the times you are available to play. ¢

* Free mini-lesson at 6:30 p.m.
All games are stratified when possible.
All games are non-smoking.
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MAKE TRAVEL PLANS

Check The Bridge Bulletin published by the ACBL or
www.acbl.org for details on these and other upcoming
tournaments.

UpPcomING NATIONALS (NABC)

November 17-27, Denver, CO
March 30-April 9, Dallas, TX

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS TO CONSIDER

August 30-September 5, Richardson, TX
September 19-25, Tunica, MS

September 30-October 2, Metairie, LA (0-300)
October 24-30, Mobile, AL

October 24-30, Shreveport, LA

NEARBY SECTIONAL TOURNAMENTS
September 2-5, Birmingham, AL
September24-25, Fort Worth, TX (0-300)
September 30—October 2, Monroe, LA
September 30-October 2, Tupelo, MS
October 1-2, Muskogee, OK
October 6-9, Moss Point, MS
October 14-16, St. Charles, MO
October 20-23, Nashville, TN
October 21-23, Fort Worth, TX
October 21-23, Oklahoma City, OK
October 28-30, Kimberling City, MO
November 4-6, DeGray, AR

Masterpoint Races

The Mini-McKenney races recognize the calendar year
masterpoint achievements of all players at each level of
achievement (Rookie, Junior Master, etc.) and the Ace
of Clubs races recognize calendar year achievement
just at the club level. The standings at August 6, 2005
in District 10 and Unit 161 are shown below. District 10
includes Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi,
and Tennessee. Unit 161 covers central Arkansas and
is one of the 15 units in District 10.

District 10 Mini-McKenney
Rookie of the Year: #18 John Chapman.

Junior Master of the Year: #10 Barbara Blaine, #15
Jim Gauntt, #16 Dave Neuschwanger.

Club Master of the Year: #6 Gwen Briscoe, #8 Sheila
Mehaffy, #14 Sherry Wortsmith, #18 Somers Collins,

#20 Linda Goldsmith, #23 Nancy Tracy.
Sectional Master of the Year: #1 Bill Jones.
Regional Master of the Year: #5 Bert Turner.
NABC Master of the Year: #25 Ann Lewis.
Silver Life Master of the Year: #24 Jack Tidball.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #20 Dane Clay, #21
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #2 Allan Siebert, #4
David Siebert, #11 Al Childs.

District 10 Ace of Clubs
Rookie of the Year: #23 John Chapman.

Junior Master of the Year: #8 David Neuschwanger,
#9 Jim Gauntt, #18 Blanche Moore, #22 Marian Belew.

Club Master of the Year: #4 Linda Goldsmith, #10
Gwen Briscoe, #19 Sheila Mehaffy, #23 Richard
Chapman.

Sectional Master of the Year: #1 Bill Jones.

Regional Master of the Year: #14 Bert Turner.

NABC Master of the Year: #24 Diane Tait.

Bronze Life Master of the Year: #23 Norma Campbell.

Gold Life Master of the Year: # 23 Peggy Jett, #24
Ruth Gilliam.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #20 Dane Clay, #21
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #4 Al Childs, #7 David
Siebert, #12 Allan Siebert.

Unit 161 Mini-McKenney

Rookie of the Year: #2 John Chapman, #4 Sandra
Crawford, #5 Wendy Wheeler, #9 Virginia Young.

Junior Master of the Year: #1 Barbara Blaine, #3 Jim
Gauntt, #4 Dave Neuschwanger, #7 Marion Belew, #10
Blanche Moore.

Club Master of the Year: #2 Gwen Briscoe, #3 Sheila
Mehaffy, #4 Sherry Wortsmith, #6 Somers Collins, #8
Linda Goldsmith, #10 Nancy Tracy.

Sectional Master of the Year: #1 Bill Jones, #5 Fran
Cockcroft.

continued on page 6
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Your Bid and Play

Don Gattinger

VUL: N/S
DLR: North
A AKQ82
vA543
¢ A9G6
6
aJ109 aT74
v10976 vKQJ2
¢J82 ¢Q104
»J87 *AQ52
Aa653
v8
¢ K753
«K10943

How do you think auction should go?

Suggested Auction

N E S W
14 X 24 P
44 All Pass

Bid Analysis: East makes a takeout double showing an
opening hand (at least 10 HCP with the right
distribution). South raises to 24 showing 6 to bad 10
HCP. North has 17 good HCP with a singleton, so goes
to game. West should not bid freely as that would show
at least 6 HCP.

Your lead?
Suggested opening lead: v King

Lead analysis: A spade lead would be more successful
on these cards, but it would be a bad lead. Don’t play
results. You should lead top of a sequence. It is seldom
correct to lead a trump.

Plan your play.

Play analysis: Against a heart lead, obviously win it.
You can ruff a heart and play diamond to the ¢ Ace
and ruff another heart, but then what? You can'’t get
back to your hand without giving up the lead and
defense should lead a trump and you still have a heart
loser. East probably has the & Ace, so play a club at
trick 2. Hopefully, that establishes & King for a discard.

Best defense after seeing dummy is to lead trumps.
Even if West wins club and leads back a trump, you
can still ruff 2 hearts. You can ruff clubs to get back to
North hand. You should catch 5 spades, 1 heart, ruff 2
hearts, 2 diamonds, and 1 club.

Summary: 4a by North should catch 11 tricks

++++++++++H++
VUL: N/S
DLR: East
a87
vK964
¢ KJO973
~A8
aJ1032 AaAKQ94
v52 vA873
¢AQ10864 ¢ VOID
%6 *J952
ABGS5
vQJ10
52
«KQ10743

How do you think auction should go?
Suggested Auction

E S w N
14 P 44 All Pass

Bid Analysis: To overcall vulnerable at the two level,
you need close to an opening hand or better, so South
should not overcall 2&. There will be different opinions
on what the West response should be. A case could be
made for 2+, 2a, 3a, or 4a. Nevertheless, |
recommend 4a. The age old rule of thumb is this bid
shows at least 5 trumps, 5-10 HCP, an ace outside the
trump suit, and a singleton outside the trump suit (so, |
fudged 1 spade). | think this is the most descriptive bid
and won’t be misinterpreted by partner. If you bid 2 or
34, partner with a strong hand may go to slam. If you
bid 2a, your partner could pass and your hand is much
too good to play 2a. West should want to be in game
when partner opens, so just bid it.

Your lead?
Suggested opening lead: & King

Lead analysis: Top of sequence. You only have 2 in the
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sequence, but many times leading from King, Queen is
a good lead.

Plan your play.

Play analysis: South should switch to a spade at trick
two to cut down dummy’s ruffing ability. Actually, North
should overtake the a King at trick one to lead a spade,
in case South had K x in spades. For declarer this is an
example of not calling trumps right away. Declarer has
1 diamond trick and 1 heart trick, so needs 8 spade
tricks to make the contract. You need 3 club ruffs in
dummy. Win the second trick in your hand and ruff a
club. Play e Ace sluffing a heart. Play v Ace and ruff a
club. Ruff a diamond and ruff a club. Claim 3 more
spade tricks, conceding 2 hearts. Making 4.

Summary: 4a by East should catch 10 tricks.

++++++++++H++
VUL: E/W
DLR: East
AaQ65
v K4
¢A10952
%874
a873 a AK4
v875 vQJ10962
+KQJ *6
«*«QJ109 «*AK5
aJ1092
vA3
¢8743
%632

How do you think auction should go?

Suggested Auction

E S W N
1w P 2v P
4v All Pass

Bid Analysis: East opens 1% showing at least 5 hearts
and an opening hand. West bids 2¥ showing at least 3
hearts and 6-bad 10 points. East hand fits into the
maximum range of 19-21, so bids 4% because the
combined hands should have the 26 points needed for
game.

Your lead?

Suggested opening lead: a Jack

Lead analysis: Top of a sequence. Only choice on this
holding.

Plan your play.

Play analysis: On every hand you should count your
winners and losers, but on this hand, counting your
losers and finding a way to get rid of them is more
important than winners. Your winners are 2 spades, 4
hearts, 2diamonds, and 4 clubs. However, your losers
are 1 spade, 2 hearts, and 1 diamond. You have to
figure out how to catch 10 of your winners before the
defense catches their 4 tricks. Against decent defense,
there is nothing you can do about the heart and
diamond losers. The defense should play another
spade when in with the first heart lead and take their
spade winner and ¢ Ace when they get a chance. So,
you should not call trumps right away. The best way to
get rid of a loser is to play a diamond at trick 2. If they
don’t win it, your diamond loser goes away. If they win it
and lead a spade, lead a low club to the dummy and
sluff a spade on a diamond. THEN, call trumps.

Should catch 10 tricks. ¢

National Masterpoint Races

At August 6, 2005, 5 LRDBC members were ranked in
national masterpoint races. The ACBL Top 500 is
lifetime; the Barry Crane Top 500 and the “of the year”
races are for 2005; and the Player of the Decade
measures platinum points earned since the beginning
of 2000.

ACBL Top 500: #23 Allan Siebert, #31 David Siebert,
#191 Al Childs.

Barry Crane Top 500: #44 Allan Siebert, #114 David
Siebert.

Ace of Clubs Sectional Master of the Year: #29 Bill
Jones.

Mini-McKenney Sectional Master of the Year: #9 Bill
Jones.

Mini-McKenney Grand Life Master of the Year: #22
Allan Siebert.

Points Won at 2005 Sectionals: #164 David Siebert,
#173 Bonnie Melchior.

Senior of the Year: #43 Allan Siebert.
Player of the Decade: #89 Allan Siebert. &

September 2005

Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 5



continued from page 2
Regional Master of the Year: #1 Bert Turner, #7 Art
Pfeifer, #8 Gene Marques, #9 Diana Nagel.

NABC Master of the Year: #2 Ann Lewis, #8 Diane
Lord, #10 Jane Teed.

Life Master of the Year: #4 Kay Loss, #8 Bonnie
Fincher.

Bronze Life Master of the Year: #8 Norma Campbell.

Silver Life Master of the Year: #3 Ann Ferrill, #5
David Cockcroft, #8 Betsy Berry, #10 Edna Savoy.

Gold Life Master of the Year: #4 Bonnie Melchior, #9
Peggy Jett.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay, #3
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 Allan Siebert, #2
David Siebert, #3 Al Childs.

Unit 161 Ace of Clubs

Rookie of the Year: #3 John Chapman, #4 Sandra
Crawford, #5 Sherri Rowland, #8 Karen Anderson, #10
Richard Kalkbrenner.

Junior Master of the Year: #2 Dave Neuschwanger,
#3 Jim Gauntt, #7 Blanche Moore, #9 Marian Belew.

Club Master of the Year: #1 Linda Goldsmith, #6
Gwen Briscoe.

Sectional Master of the Year: #1 Bill Jones.

Regional Master of the Year: #3 Bert Turner, #10
Gene Marques.

NABC Master of the Year: #3 Diane Tait, #4 Ann
Lewis, #10 Dick Heil.

Life Master of the Year: #6 Kay Loss.
Bronze Life Master of the Year: #5 Norma Campbell.
Gold Life Master of the Year: #10 Peggy Jett.

Diamond Life Master of the Year: #2 Dane Clay, #3
Ann Clay.

Grand Life Master of the Year: #1 Al Childs, #2 David
Siebert, #3 Allan Siebert. a

Tournament Results

North American Bridge Championships, Atlanta,
GA (Wednesday-Sunday)

e Bill Jones, Bert Turner, & teammates—1st in 299er
Swiss (10 teams); 1st in D in B/C/D Swiss (98
teams)

e Allan Siebert & partner—7th in NABC Fast Pairs
(78 pairs)

o David Siebert & partner—23rd in NABC Fast Pairs
(78 pairs)

Tulsa Green Country Regional, Tulsa, OK

e Barbara Blaine, Nancy Tracy, & teammates—3/4 in
Bracket IV Knockout (11 teams)

¢ Norma Campbell, Jane Dickey, Dick Heil, Bill
Jones, Bert Turner, Jan Worden—3/4 in Bracket I
Knockout (11 teams)

¢ Norma Campbell, Jane Dickey, & teammates—2nd
in A/1stin B in Swiss Teams (44 teams)

e Dick Heil, Bill Jones, Bert Turner, Jan Worden—
2nd in Bracket Ill Knockout (11 teams); 2nd in C in
Swiss Teams (44 teams)

e Carol Holcomb & Ann Lewis—4th in C in Open
Pairs (76 pairs)

e Carol Holcomb, Ann Lewis, Jane Teed, & Jan
Trotter—3rd in C in Swiss Teams (44 teams)

e Margaret Kelly & Liz Parry—5th in A/3rd in B in
Side Game (20 pairs)

e David Siebert & partner—5th in A in Open Pairs (76
pairs); 2nd in A in Open Pairs (84 pairs)

e David Siebert & teammates—1st in A in Swiss
Teams (44 teams); 1st in Bracket | Knockout (9
teams); 1st in Bracket | Knockout (9 teams); 1stin
A in A/X Swiss Teams (16 teams)

e Jane Teed & Jan Trotter—6th in C in Open Pairs
(76 pairs)

St. Louis Regional, St. Louis, MO

e Allan Siebert & teammates—3/4 in Bracket |
Knockout (16 teams); 4th in A in Swiss Teams (70
teams); 1st in Bracket | Knockout (15 teams); 2nd
in A in Swiss Teams (69 teams); 1st in Bracket |
Knockout (16 teams)
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It Doesn’t Always Pay to
Think Too Much

David Cockcroft
| was declarer in 4a recently with the following cards:

Dummy
A KQxx
v JXXX
¢ AX

*AKQ

Declarer

a 109 x X
v Kxx

¢ KQxx
& X X

West led the & Jack, and the hand looked relatively
easy: No losers in the minor suits with reasonable
prospects to lose only one spade and two hearts at
most (after discarding a low heart on the & Queen). If
the v Ace was on my right, 11 tricks would be easy!

Just to be cautious, | began to look beneath the
surface, deep into the inner problems of the hand. What
if the & Ace and a Jack were on my right? That would
mean four losers including the two possible hearts.
Even if East held only a A x, if he also had only two
little hearts, he could win the first trump lead with the &
Ace, then lead through my ¥ King to his partner's v A
Q and get a heart ruff! That would also be four losers.

Still not satisfied, | looked deeper into the intricacies of
the hand. What if East held the 4 A J x x as well as a
doubleton heart? I'd lose the & Ace and a Jack, the v
Ace and v Queen on my left, and a heart ruff by East—
down two in a contract that seemed so easy at first!

Convinced of the perils that lay ahead, | decided to
cash my seven minor-suit winners (discarding a heart
from hand), take the a King or 4 Queen and try to
establish two trump tricks by ruffing a diamond in
dummy or hearts in my hand. Surely, with the adverse
distribution that awaited me, this would be the safest
course.

Everything worked as planned until East ruffed my ¢
Queen with a small trump, cashed the ¥ Ace and
continued with a heart to my » King. When | next led a

spade to the a King, East won the & Ace and returned
a heart. | ruffed with the & 10 but was over-ruffed by
West’'s a Jack, ending up down one, having lost the v
Ace and the a Ace, a diamond ruff, and a heart over-
ruff. | was relieved to be down only one in such a shaky
contract.

The actual layout was:

A KQxx
v JXXX
¢ AX
*AKQ
A JXxx a AX
v Qx v AXXX
¢ JXXXX * XX
& JXxx % XX XXX
a 109 x X
v Kxx
¢ KQxx
& X X

The traveling score sheet showed that most of the room
were in 44 making 5. Boy, were they lucky! v

2005 Masterpoints Won at
the Bridge House

Under 300 at August 22

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 Virginia Young 6.43
Less Than 50 Jim Gauntt 28.12
Less Than 100 Linda Goldsmith 35.31
Less Than 300 Bill Jones 80.88
Overall at August 22
Peggy Jett ..o, 90.04
Bill JONES ....covniiiie 80.88
Ann Ferrill ... 79.90
Ruth Gilliam .........ccooooiiiiiiee e, 78.74
David CockeCroft ...........cooovieiiiiiiiiiceeee e, 76.22
Betsy Berry ..., 76.62
Jack Tidball..........coovvvviiiiiiiiiiiiii 72.26
Helen Abbott...........ccoiiiii 70.74
Norma Campbell.................ooei, 62.00
EdNa Savoy .....cooeeeiiiiiiiiie e 61.68
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Congratulations to
Jan Worden.
Our Newest Life Master!

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club

Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122

7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB
TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122

7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE Rock, AR 72207

(501) 666-9841

WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Margaret Kelly
224-4045 (H)

Mike Compton
Jo Blanchard
Rick Lowens
Ann Ferrill

One Year
Norma Campbell
Tommye Davis
Barbara Miles
Art Pfeifer

Bobby Morgan
666-2435 (H)

Jane Dickey
377-0312 (O)

Officers
President
kclmfkelly@aol.com

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Board of Directors
Two Years
David Cockcroft
Ruth Gilliam
Ann Lewis
Bert Turner

ACBL Club Manager
bobbybmorgan@sbcglobal.net

Newsletter Editor
jdickey@roselawfirm.com
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