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Newsletter
of the

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
A Zero Tolerance Club

December 2005

O P E N  G A M E S

MONDAY 11:00 A.M.
MONDAY (0–49) * 7:00 P.M.
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0–300) 9:30 A.M.–12:30 P.M.
THURSDAY 11:00 A.M.
THURSDAY (0–300) * 7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY 7:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 12:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M.

* Free mini-lesson at 6:30 p.m.
All games are stratified when possible.

All games are non-smoking.

Party and Annual Meeting
Sunday, December 11, is the big Holiday Party at the 
Bridge House. Meat, bread, and dessert will be 
provided by the club, so bring a side dish to share if 
you’d like. The meal is at 12:30 p.m. with the game 
starting at 1:30. Officers and directors for 2006 will be 
elected at the party.

Reservations are required because the meal will be 
catered and our space is limited. If you haven’t done so 
yet, get a partner and sign up on the sheet posted on 
the bulletin board. ♠

2006 Dues are Payable
It’s time to pay your dues for 2006 – still only $15.00. 
Make your check payable to LRDBC. Treasurer Rick 
Lowens prefers to have checks mailed to his home 
address:

Rick Lowens
23 Clervaux Drive
Little Rock, AR 72223-5510

Be sure to include any changes or additions to the 
information in the 2005 LRDBC Directory. ♥

Nominations for 2006 
Officers and Board
Officers and directors for 2006 will be elected at the 
Annual Meeting, which will be held at the Bridge House 
just before the 1:30 game on Sunday, December 11. 
The Nominating Committee has nominated the slate 
that appears in the Minutes (see page 4). Nominations 
may also be made from the floor at the meeting. ♦

Special Games
Ø ACBL-wide Inter-Club Championship Game + 

Holiday Potluck, Monday the 5th at 11:00

Ø Charity Game, Thursday the 8th at 11:00, bring a 
non-perisnable food item

Ø Holiday party, Annual Meeting, and game, Sunday 
the 11th at 12:30

Ø STaCs Monday the 12th through Sunday the 18th; 
all games open

Ø Master–Novice Tuesday the 27th at 7:00

Ø New Year’s Eve Eve Party & Game Friday the 30th 
at 7:00 ♣
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and you can trump a club. If hearts behave, you can 
catch five spades, five hearts, one diamond, and two 
clubs. So, call trumps (if spades are 4–1, trump a club 
before calling trumps). It is important to play the hearts 
in the right order. Do not play the king AND queen 
before playing the ace. Play the king OR the queen, 
then the ace. If hearts divide 3–2, it doesn’t matter, but 
if North has four hearts, you want to be able to finesse 
for the jack. If you take the diamond finesse, you only 
catch 12 tricks. Catch five spades, five hearts, one 
diamond, and two clubs.

Summary: 6♠ by West should catch 13 tricks. ♦

Congratulations to Tommye 
Davis & Peggy Jett, who
finished first in District 10 
and 38/39 ACBL-wide in the 
ACBL-wide Instant 
Matchpoint Game held 
September 14, 2005. The 
pair also captured first place 
in District 10 in the 2003 and 
2004 ACBL-wide Senior 
Games.

November Board Minutes
Jo Blanchard

November 13, 2005. Margaret Kelly called the meeting 
to order. The attendees were Jo Blanchard, Norma 
Campbell, David Cockcroft, Tommye Davis, Ann Ferrill, 
Ruth Gilliam, Dick Heil, Ann Lewis, Rick Lowens, 
Barbara Miles, Bobby Morgan, Art Pfeifer, and Bert 
Turner.

The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
approved.

Rick provided a treasurer’s report. The net income for 
October 2005 is $1,486. The total year to date net 

Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

VUL: N–S
DLR: East

♠ 6 3
♥ J 8 7 5
♦ K 5 3 2
♣ Q 10 6

♠ K J 7 5 ♠ A Q 10 4
♥ A 3 2 ♥ K Q 10 6 2
♦ A Q 8 ♦ J 10
♣ 8 4 3 ♣ A K

♠ 9 8 2
♥ 9
♦ 9 7 6 4
♣ J 9 7 5 2

How do you think auction should go? Suggested 
auction:

E S W N
1♥ P 1♠ P
4♠ P 4NT P
5♥ P 6♠ All Pass

Bid Analysis: West makes a temporizing bid of 1♠, 
planning on supporting hearts later. East jumps to 4♠, 
showing 19–21 HCP and probably four spades. West 
has 14 HCPs, so it sounds like they have enough for 
slam. When you have a choice of playing in a 4–4 fit or 
a 5–3 fit, you should play in the 4–4 because you can 
oftentimes catch an extra trick by trumping. This hand 
is a good example. You can catch five spades if playing 
in spades plus five hearts. If you play in hearts, you can 
only catch four spades and still five hearts. West 
checks on aces, just to be sure. When all the aces are 
accounted for, West bids the reasonable slam.

Your lead? Suggested opening lead: spade.

Lead analysis: It sounds like partner has very few 
points, so let’s not give them anything on opening lead. 
A spade looks safe unless partner has queen third, 
which is unlikely. 

Plan your play. Play analysis: Declarer has four 
spades, three hearts, one diamond, and two clubs off 
the top. Two extra tricks can be developed in hearts if 
they are 3–2, two extra if finesse works in diamonds, continued on page 4
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income through October 2005 is $9,398.

OLD BUSINESS:

As a result of the survey, the Master–Novice game was 
reviewed and discussed. The Master–Novice game will 
remain scheduled on the fourth Tuesday night of each 
month. Margaret will make a new signup poster for 
2006 and list the masters’ names and telephone 
numbers. This will allow novices to continue to contact 
masters and schedule a play date. In addition, a list of 
interested novices and their phone numbers will be 
compiled and separately posted to the bulletin board so 
a master can also contact and invite an interested 
novice to play with him/her.

The nominees for the 2006 LRDBC Board include:

President Art Pfeifer
Vice President Dick Heil
Secretary Ann Lewis
Treasurer Rick Lowens
One-year term: David Cockcroft, Ruth Gilliam, Bert 

Turner, & Liz Perry (to replace Ann 
Lewis)

Two-year term: Somers Collins, Diane Lord, Kay 
Loss, & Deb Phillips

Bobby Morgan is resigning as Club Manager. Margaret 
Kelly was appointed to replace her.

NEW BUSINESS:

The potluck party to celebrate our new life masters is 
scheduled for Sunday, January 22.

Our Christmas Party is scheduled for Sunday, 
December 11. The club will furnish the bread, meat, 
and desserts. Members are asked to bring side dishes 
if they would like to. Since seating and playing space is 
limited, members will be asked to signup in advance if 
they plan to attend. A signup sheet will be posted to the 
bulletin board.

A charity game to aid the Food Pantry of the First 
Christian Church is scheduled for the Thursday, 
December 8 day game. Attendees are asked to bring a 
non-perishable food item and an extra $1 will be added 
to the playing fee per person.

STaC games are scheduled for December 12–18. All 
games will be open.

Advertisement fees for some prior classes were 
presented for payment. Reimbursements from ACBL 
and the Unit may be available and need to be 
researched.

Meeting adjourned. ♣

Affliction
Bonnie Melchior

Bridge is just one *&#$*! decision after another! If 
impossible decisions can be said to constitute affliction 
and affliction is good for the soul (as a colleague who 
teaches Puritan American literature tells me), then 
surely the Puritan Jonathan Edwards would pronounce 
bridge players to be among the “saved.” Do I have a 
particular hand in mind? Of course.

It was the last round of the Swiss teams at DeGray, and 
my team was in the lead by 3 Victory Points, not a 
reassuringly definitive number. Furthermore, we were 
not playing the team hot on our heels, so there was no 
way of knowing whether or not extreme measures were 
necessary.

The hands seemed pretty “vanilla” until this lovely deal 
came along: I picked up six hearts, K Q J 8 7 5, five
diamonds, A 8 7 5 3, and two small spades (no clubs), 
both sides vulnerable. Well, it wasn’t a boring 4–3–3–3, 
and I had some hopes of exciting possibilities. On the 
downside, however, there were three people who got to 
bid before me, and my suit was hearts rather than 
spades. Sigh.

Opponent in first seat opened with 1♦, alerted as 
showing five or more. That’s not what I’d hoped for, but 
it wasn’t as much of a blow as hearing my partner say 
“2♣” (my void). While I was pondering that, right-hand 
opponent said “4♠.” The glorious possibilities of my 6/5 
hand had dissolved into dust and ashes, but I still 
needed to decide what to do. This hand had little 
defense, especially since I, not my partner, was on 
lead. I certainly couldn’t lead a club to get a club ruff, 
although in a decent world I could lead a diamond, 
partner (Gerald Koonce) could ruff, give me a club ruff 
in return, and our side could have a beautiful ruffing 
frenzy. 

That scenario was definitely a live possibility, and 
bidding at the five level with a void in partner’s suit 
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would certainly be high-risk (many would use terms like 
“stupid” or “brain-damaged”). Did I dare double, hoping 
my partner had a void or singleton diamond? Defeating 
the bid if he didn’t would be unlikely—too much 
distribution around the table. This looked like one of 
those hands where both sides can make game. That 
didn’t mean, however, that I could make five! The 
trouble with a team game is that you get to explain 
these little decisions (when they don’t work) to three 
people instead of only one. On the other hand, not 
doubling would give us 100 points a trick in lieu of our 
very possible heart game. What to do, what to do???

My inner demon made me bid 5♥ (inner demons tend 
to like bidding with 6/5 hands and they also tend not to 
worry about postmortem explanations to irate partners). 
Left-hand opponent passed and partner went into the 
tank. He either had a heart void and was thinking of 
reverting to 6♣, or he had a fit and was considering 
bidding six! Please let him not think I had the wonderful 
hand that bursting into the bidding at the five level 
might suggest! Thankfully, partner finally passed, and I 
awaited my doom.

Opponent led the ace of spades, and dummy put down 
A 9 6 4 of hearts (joy!), three spades (less joy), K Q J 
10 9 6 in clubs, no diamonds. Well, I would have an 
easy ride if right-hand opponent had seven spades for 
his 4♠ bid, because then spades could not be 
continued, and I could pull trumps and lead the club 
king, sluffing my last spade and setting up clubs for 
diamond discards. Unfortunately, spades were 
continued, right-hand opponent taking the trick and 
leading a third spade. I ruffed high and left-opponent 
sluffed a club. It was certain that West had the club 
ace, but just in case, I ruffed a diamond and played the 
king from the board. East played low without a flicker, 
so indeed I had a problem: I was booked and could not 
set up the clubs without losing a trick. I would have to 
cross-ruff the hand, hoping West had the heart 10, 
because I could not both ruff and pull trump—I would 
shorten myself too much. I’d have to cash the diamond 
ace (because if I could not pull trump, I could not use it 
if I didn’t cash it) and then ruff all four other diamonds in 
dummy. That meant I would have to ruff the fourth 
diamond with the 9, and if East had the heart 10, I 
would get overruffed; I’d go down either one or two 
(depending on whether he had another trump to lead). 

To make a long story short, the Bridge Gods were kind, 
and West had the heart 10: I made my contract. Below 
are all four hands. When we met to compare with our 
partners (David Seibert and Curtis Finch), they said, 
“We thought you’d get to that heart game; our 
opponents stopped in 3♣.” We did win our match, and 
I’ll pay due respects to the heart 10 forever. Postscript: 
Since Gerald had a diamond void, we would have 
defeated 4♠ by 3 tricks. Bridge is such a fun game.

♠ 8 7 6
♥ A 9 6 4
♦ —
♣ K Q J 10 9 6

♠ A 2 ♠ K Q J 10 5 4
♥ 10 3 ♥ 2
♦ K Q J 9 4 ♦ 10 6 2
♣ A 8 3 2 ♣ 7 5 4

♠ 9 3
♥ K Q J 8 7 5
♦ A 8 7 5 3
♣ —

Tournament Results
Shreveport Regional, Shreveport, LA

• Barbara Blaine & Virginia Young—2nd in C in Side 
Game (12 pairs); 2nd in C in Side Game (14 pairs)

• Gwen Briscoe & Sheila Mehaffy—3rd in C in Side 
Game (16 pairs)

• Norma Campbell, Jane Dickey, Jack Tidball, & 
teammate—1st in Bracket I Knockout (9 teams)

• Ann Clay & Dane Clay—6th in A in Open Pairs (30 
pairs)

• Somers Collins, Bill Jones, Missy McCain, & Bert 
Turner—2nd in Bracket IV Knockout (16 teams)

• Carol Holcomb, Jane Teed, Jan Trotter, & Sherry 
Wortsmith—1st in Bracket IV Knockout (16 teams)

• Bill Jones & Bert Turner—1st in C in Open Pairs 
(52 pairs)

• Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket I Knockout (5 teams); 1st in Bracket I 
Knockout (9 teams)

• Jane Teed & Sherry Wortsmith—3rd in C in Open 
Pairs (52 pairs)
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• Christine Foy, Deb Phillips, Burla Sims, & 
teammate—2nd in Handicapped Bracket I 
Knockout (6 teams)

• Bill Jones, Bert Turner, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket II Knockout (8 teams)

• Beverly Kinneman & Bill Kinneman—2nd in A/1st in 
B in 299er Pairs (33 pairs); 3rd in A/2nd in B in 
299er Pairs (16 pairs)

• Jeanne Lloyd & Billie Swatek—4/5 in Open Pairs 
(16 pairs)

• Gene Marques & Rita Sevall—5th in A in 299er 
Pairs (33 pairs); 4th in C in Open Pairs (31 pairs); 
5th in A/1st in C in Open Pairs (40 pairs)

• Dave Neuschwanger & Virginia Young—5th in 
B/2nd in C in 299er Pairs (23 pairs); 4/6 in A/2/3 in 
B in 299er Pairs (10 pairs)

• Deb Phillips, Burla Sims, Joyce Thornton, & 
teammate—1st in Bracket II Knockout (7 teams); 
5th in B in B/C/D Swiss (18 teams)

• Terri Schafer & Ralph Vogel—4/6 in A/2/3 in B in 
299er Pairs (10 pairs)

Unit 161 Team Championship

• Gerald Koonce, Bill Jones, Allan Siebert, & Bert 
Turner—2nd (5 teams)

Unit-Wide Pair Game

• Norma Campbell & Deb Phillips—1st in A

• Jim Gauntt & Bill Jones—1st in B & C

Blue Grass Derby Regional, Elizabeth, IN

• Allan Siebert & teammates—3/4 in Bracket I 
Knockout (10 teams); 2nd in Bracket I Knockout 
(12 teams); 1st in Bracket I Knockout (6 teams); 3/4 
in Bracket I Knockout (12 teams); 1st in A in A/X 
Swiss (30 teams)

Mesa Kachina Sectional, Mesa, AZ

• Connie Ellingson, Roger Ellingson, & teammates—
2nd in Bracket 5 Knockout (8 teams); 1st in Bracket 
6 Knockout (7 teams)

Fall North American Bridge Championships, 
Denver, CO

• Allan Siebert & teammates—2nd in National 
Seniors Knockout (37 teams)

Arkansas Autumn Foliage Sectional, DeGray 
State Park, AR

• Ken Aeverman, Art Pfeifer, & teammates—2/3 in 
B/1st in C in B/C/D Swiss (18 teams)

• Marilyn Biegler & partner—6th in B in Open Pairs 
(31 pairs)

• Marian Belew & Sandra Crawford—3rd in A/2nd in 
B/1st in C in 299er Pairs (33 pairs); 4th in B in 
299er Pairs (16 pairs); 2nd in A&B/1st in C in 299er 
Pairs (23 pairs)

• Betsy Berry & Ruth Gilliam—2nd in A in Open Pairs 
(26 pairs)

• Barbara Blaine & Jeanne Williams—4th in C in 
Open Pairs (46 pairs)

• Barbara Blaine, Beverly Kinneman, Bill Kinneman, 
& Jeanne Williams—1st in Bracket III Knockout (8 
teams)

• Dick Chapman & Dave Neuschwanger—6th in 
A/3rd in B in 299er Pairs (33 pairs)

• Judy Chapman & Betey Peden—5th in B in 299er 
Pairs (33 pairs)

• Al Childs, Jane Dickey, Bo Liu, & Jack Tidball—3rd 
in A in A/X Swiss (8 teams)

• Sharon Cissell & partner—2nd in C in Open Pairs 
(31 pairs); 5th in C in Open Pairs (40 pairs)

• Fran Cockcroft, Jim Gauntt, Linda Goldsmith, & 
Carol Holcomb—1st in Bracket II Knockout (8 
teams); 2nd in Bracket III Knockout (8 teams)

• Somers Collins & Missy McCain—3rd in C in Open 
Pairs (46 pairs)

• Somers Collins, Diane Lord, Sheila Mehaffy, & 
Sherry Wortsmith—4th in C in B/C/D Swiss (18 
teams)

• Jane Dickey & Jack Tidball—3rd in A in Open Pairs 
(46 pairs)

• Walter Ely & Ruth Gilliam—4/5 in A in Open Pairs 
(16 pairs)

• Curtis Finch, Gerald Koonce, Bonnie Melchior, & 
David Siebert—1st in Handicapped Bracket I 
Knockout (6 teams)

• Curtis Finch, Gerald Koonce, Bonnie Melchior, 
Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammate—1st in A 
in A/X Swiss (8 teams)
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Some of the First Place Winners This Month

Bill & Bert

Carol, Jim, Fran, & Linda

Not Pictured
Ken Aeverman, Barbara Blaine, Connie Ellingson, Roger 

Ellingson, Beverly Kinneman, Bill Kinneman, Gene 
Marques, Art Pfeifer, Rita Sevall, Allan Siebert, & Jeanne 

Williams ♥

Joyce, Burla, Willie (from Houston), & Deb

David, Curtis, Bonnie, & Gerald

Marion & Sandra

Jack, Norma, & Jane Sherry, Jan, Carol, & Jane
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Bill Jones is our newest Life 
Master! Congratulations!

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Margaret Kelly President
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Mike Compton Vice President
Jo Blanchard Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Ann Ferrill Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Norma Campbell David Cockcroft
Tommye Davis Ruth Gilliam
Barbara Miles Ann Lewis
Art Pfeifer Bert Turner

Bobby Morgan ACBL Club Manager
666-2435 (H) bobbybmorgan@sbcglobal.net

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Monday Holiday Potluck & 
ACBL-Wide Game
The annual Monday Christmas Potluck will be held 
December 5. As an added bonus this year the game is 
an ACBL-Wide Inter-club Championship game—how 
can you resist? As usual, the game starts at 11:00 a.m. 
and will break for lunch. ♠


