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Newsletter
of the

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
A Zero Tolerance Club

March 2006

O P E N G A M E S

MONDAY 11:00 A.M.
MONDAY (0–300) * 7:00 P.M.
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0–300) 9:30 A.M.–12:30 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0–20) * 7:00 P.M.
THURSDAY 11:00 A.M.
THURSDAY (0–500) * 7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY 7:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 12:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M.

* Free mini-lesson at 6:30 p.m.
All games are stratified when possible.

All games are non-smoking.

Attention to all 0–500
players of LRDBC
Dick Chapman

As part of an effort to keep our Thursday night
attendance high, Dick Heil has asked Gordon Campbell
to give mini-lessons from 6:30 to 7:00 for the next
several weeks. Gordon has graciously consented to do
this. He was a member of the Canadian team that won
the World Bridge Federation’s Grand Prix event in Salt
Lake City in 2002 and has several other big wins as
part of various Canadian teams. He is an excellent
teacher and will make our Thursday night games even
more enjoyable.

Gordon has promised to keep the discussion geared to
topics that intermediate players would find useful.
Please come out and hear Gordon at 6:30 and then
join the game at 7:00.

See you Thursday at 6:30! ♠

President’s Letter
Art Pfeifer

Suspicions were confirmed that our “City of Roses”
tournament would not happen this spring. Margaret
Kelly and I paid a visit to the Comfort Inn to get
additional information as to their new charges for use of
the facility. Mike Compton was right—no way to have
the tournament without financial loss due to their new
rules and fee schedule. I checked the Event Center—
way too big and also too expensive. Suggestions for a
suitable location for our next tournament are solicited.

February looks like a banner month at the club both as
to table count and masterpoint awards. I hope
everyone who participated felt the STaC and Junior
Fund Games were rewarding. Maybe next year we can
extend the Junior Fund Games as they are available
for the complete month.

Your club is participating in the first tournament at the
Country Club of Little Rock. Thanks to Somers Collins
who pulled the event together and to Bert Turner and
Bill Jones who are co-directors for the event. Our hope
is that more players from the CCLR will want to
become members and players at our LRDBC.

Special thanks to Dick Chapman who is undertaking
the task of distributing the Newsletter. Those with email
will get delivery by that method; those without email will
be delivered by U.S. mail. Copies will be available at
the club and posted to our website. Really special
thanks to Jane Dickey who does such a masterful job
of producing and editing the Newsletter.

You will note an effort for all games at the club to be
more fairly seeded. Take note of the point count table
markers for starting positions. The goal is have A, B, &
C players sitting both N/S and E/W and not all just one
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direction. Everybody scores more points.

So with all that>>>>>>>>>>>lets play! ♥

New stratification and
seeding
Deb Phillips

In an effort to improve our club and its approach to its
members, the Board has had much discussion and
done much research to better understand point awards
and facilitate more fair play. Thus all games will be
seeded and more evenly stratified in the future. To
facilitate this effort, we will have table mats in place for
all games. You are asked to choose your seating by
your masterpoint rating. You have done this for STaC
and other special games. We will now employ this
seeding arrangement for all Mitchell movement games
at our club. This will not apply to Howell movements.

The purpose of this effort by your Board and your
directors is to achieve the most awardable points that
are available during any one game. With a balanced
field, more points can be awarded to more players.
Thus all strats will now be balanced in perfect thirds if
possible. The director will have to alter the strats after
s/he enters the game. This will take extra time and
effort for the director but we are glad to do this for the
betterment of the club and its members.

For those who are interested, points are awarded to
40% of the field with 0.1 being awarded for each entry
in the field. 35% of each strat receives a point award,
thus there must be three in the strat for any one person
to receive an award. Thus, if we have a nine table
Mitchell movement, there will be 0.9 points available to
the winner in each direction (0.1 x 9), with four places
being awarded in each direction (the 40% rule rounded
up). The bottom strat must have five pairs to make, but
unless they have three pairs sitting in any one direction
then they cannot be awarded any points in that
direction (3 x 35%). Thus we will try to always stratify
the games to have six entries in the bottom and all
strats. Also, FYI, second place pays 70% of first, third
pays 50% of first, fourth is 35%, fifth is 1/5, and sixth is
1/6. This applies to all open games for pairs with 1.50
the maximum award for big games.

Sounds technical and it is, but the directors will handle
it, if you will just be sure to sit by your masterpoint

rating.

The strats will not always stay as the table mats
indicate. If those in attendance do not make for three
even strats, then the director will change the strats up
or down. So even though you normally fall into a B strat
you may be moved up to A or down to C depending on
how many of your peers are playing at any one game. If
you sit by the table mats originally, the strats should still
be close to even, depending on how the director has to
adjust them.

This has been a very tedious task to accomplish and
we ask your indulgence as we try to implement
changes at the club. You can teach an old dog new
tricks every once in awhile. We hope this makes the
games more enjoyable for all. ♦

M A K E T R A V E L P L A N S

Check The Bridge Bulletin published by the ACBL or
www.acbl.org for details on these and other upcoming
tournaments.

UPCOMING NATIONALS (NABC)
March 30–April 9, Dallas, TX
July 13–23, Chicago, IL
November 16–26, Hawaii

REGIONAL TOURNAMENTS TO CONSIDER

May 15 21, Hot Springs, AR
July 24–30, Baton Rouge, LA
July 24–30, Birmingham, AL
September 11–17, Tunica, MS

NEARBY SECTIONAL TOURNAMENTS

March 10–12, Nashville, TN
March 17 19, Hot Springs Village, AR
April 28–30, Jackson, MS
May 5 7, Pine Bluff, AR
August 18–20, Nashville, TN
August 25–27, Tupelo, MS
October 12–15, Nashville, TN
October 20–22, Jackson, MS
November 2–5, Baton Rouge, LA 299er
November 30–December 3, Baton Rouge, LA

A big THANK YOU to Jean Grimes from
Peggy Jett for arriving early every
Monday to help set up the game. ♣



March 2006 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 3



March 2006 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 4

February Board Minutes
Diane Lord

President Art Pfeifer called the February 12, 2006,
LRDBC Board of Directors meeting to order at 12:15
p.m. In attendance were David Cockcroft, Somers
Collins, Ruth Gilliam, Margaret Kelly, Diane Lord, Kay
Loss, Rick Lowens, Liz Parry, Art Pfeifer, and Bert
Turner.

REPORTS

Tournaments Tournament of Roses

Art Pfeifer and Margaret Kelly met with the manager of
the Comfort Inn—site of the Little Rock sectional
tournament last spring. Unlike last year, the Comfort
Inn now charges $750 for the large room per day, $300
for smaller rooms per day, and all food served must be
purchased from the hotel. Because of the increased
expense at the Comfort Inn and that three other
tournaments are already scheduled in our area this
spring, the board decided to postpone the sectional
tournament until fall 2006 or spring 2007.

Country Club of Little Rock Tournament

Somers Collins contacted the Country Club of Little
Rock and asked if they would sponsor a bridge
tournament. She hopes to introduce members to
duplicate bridge and recruit them to our Bridge House.
The CCLR Tournament is scheduled for February 25th.
It will be a two-session event for Country Club
members and their guests. Bert Turner and Bill Jones
will direct. Bert and Bill will use the ACBL scoring
program, bid boxes, and award ACBL masterpoints to
ACBL members. Nonmembers who join ACBL within a
year will receive credit for masterpoints earned at the
CCLR tournament.

Directory

Jane Dickey gave the final directory pages to Margaret
Kelly to take to the printer. Margaret will take the pages
to Sir Speedy Printing on Monday.

Newsletter

In a move to reduce postage costs, Dick Chapman
volunteered to distribute the LRDBC Newsletter. Bert
volunteered to contact Jane Dickey and ask if that will
work. If so, after Jane prepares the Newsletter, Dick will
mail a copy to members who prefer to receive their

Newsletter in the mail. Members who prefer email will
receive a copy by email. Copies will be available at the
Bridge House for members who prefer to pick up their
copy.

Life Master Party

Art thanked Somers Collins for very successful New
Life Master Party.

Treasurer s Report

Rick passed out the January treasurer’s report. He
noted the income is larger because annual dues are
deposited in January. He reported the table count of
352 in January was the largest in the last 10 years.
David moved we adopt the treasurer’s report. Bert
seconded. The vote was unanimous.

Club Manager s Report

Margaret Kelly, Club Manager, reported that ACBL
Junior Fund Games being held during all novice games
in February have increased table count. Junior Fund
Games pay more points than regular games. All games
the week of February 19th will benefit the ACBL Junior
Fund and pay Sectional Point awards. February 27th is
the annual Senior Game, limited to players 55 and
older.

Bridge Classes

Art reported that Dick Heil has 8 people enrolled in the
Club Series at the Little Rock Athletic Club, 12 people
enrolled in the Diamond Series at the Little Rock
Athletic Club, and 30 people enrolled in the Diamond
Series at the Bridge House.

OLD BUSINESS

Art reported that the Little Rock Bridge House and the
Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club are now both named
on our liability insurance policy.

NEW BUSINESS

In response to questions about implementing
stratification in all open games, Diane Lord compiled
the number of A, B, and C players sitting N/S and E/W
for all open games in January. The Board decided to
encourage all Directors to balance the field among A,
B, and C players just as we do for STaC games. Bert
Turner volunteered to make laminated table markers.

There being no further business, Art thanked everyone
for attending and adjourned the meeting at 1:24 p.m. ♠
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Tournament Results
Hilton Head MABC Regional, Hilton Head Island,
SC

• Camille Ellis & partner—3/4 in A in 100/200/300
Pairs (34 pairs); 1st in A in 299er Pairs (12 pairs)

• Camille Ellis & teammates—3rd in 299er Swiss (8
teams)

Lone Star Regional, Houston, TX

• Alex Phillips, Deb Phillips, & teammates—3/4 in
Bracket 2 Knockout (16 teams); 1st in Bracket 3
Compact Knockout (16 teams)

Districts 7 & 10 STaC

• Syed Aijaz & Sam Cheesman—10th in A (335
pairs)

• Norma Campbell & Langdon Jones—23rd in A/13th
in B (648 pairs)

• Nirmala Chintapalli & Prasad Chintapalli—3rd in C
(185 pairs)

• Dane Clay & Bonnie Melchior—3rd in A (185 pairs)

• Mike Compton & Jane Dickey—10th in B (338
pairs)

• Ruth Gilliam & Jeanne Lloyd—8th in A (735 pairs)

• Bill Jones & Bert Turner—3rd in C (94 pairs)

• Ann Lewis & Diane Lord—13th in A/8th in B/4th in
C (245 pairs)

• Kay Loss & Joyce Thornton—12th in A/7th in B
(245 pairs); 6th in A/2nd in B (338 pairs)

• Bonnie Melchior & Allan Siebert—5th in A (338
pairs)

Sarasota-Manatee Regional, Bradenton, FL

• Curtis Finch & David Siebert—4/5 in A in Senior
Pairs (84 pairs)

New Member
Welcome to Orville Judkins, the newest member of our
club. Be sure to add his name to your directory and
look for him at the club:

Orville Judkins B’day May 3
8101 Cantrell Road #1608, Little Rock, AR 72227
501 227-3855 (H)    501 425-0662 (C)
ocjud694@cs.com

Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

VUL: E/W
DLR: South

♠ A J 10 4
♥ A 10 9 6
♦ K 9
♣ 8 4 2

♠ K 8 ♠ Q 7 5 2
♥ Q 5 4 2 ♥ 8 7 3
♦ Q J 10 8 ♦ A 6 5 3
♣ 9 6 5 ♣ 10 7

♠ 9 6 3
♥ K J
♦ 7 4 2
♣ A K Q J 3

How do you think auction should go? Suggested
auction:

S W N E
1♣ P  1♥ P
2♣ P 3NT All Pass

Bid Analysis: North bids 4-cards suits up the line at the
one level. South’s rebid could be 1NT, but I prefer 2♣,
because South has neither of the unbid suits stopped.
South’s 2♣ bid denies a four-card major, so there is no
reason for North to rebid 2♠; North has 12 HCP, so just
goes to 3NT, because N/S probably have enough for
game. If South rebids 1NT, North should rebid 2NT, in
case South opened with less than 13 HCP.

Your lead? Suggested opening lead: First choice spade
2 Second choice diamond 3. Lead analysis: You have 2
four-card unbid suits. It is usually better to lead the
unbid major. Diamond is distant second choice.

Plan your play. Play analysis: Declarer has 1 spade, 2
hearts, and 5 clubs. West is the dangerous opponent
because of diamond suit. You want to try to keep West
out of lead. Extra tricks are available by forcing out
spade queen, finessing in hearts, and finessing West
for the diamond ace. First, let’s run the clubs and force
some sluffs by defenders, sluffing spade and heart from
North. Then play heart king and jack finessing West for
the heart queen. Even if it loses, East must put you
back on the board. It works, so now lead spade 9 to
develop a spade trick and an entry to hearts. East’s
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trump suit, and a singleton outside the trump suit (so, I
fudged 1 spade). I think this is the most descriptive bid
and won’t be misinterpreted by partner. If you bid 2♦ or
3♠, partner with a strong hand may go to slam. Or
partner could pass 3♠ with a weak hand. If you bid 2♠,
your partner could pass and your hand is much too
good to play 2♠. West should want to be in game when
partner opens, so just bid it.

Your lead? Suggested opening lead: Club king. Lead
analysis: Top of sequence. You only have 2 in the
sequence, but many times leading from king, queen is
a good lead.

Plan your play. Play analysis: South should switch to a
spade at trick two to cut down dummy’s ruffing ability.
Actually, North should overtake the king at trick one to
lead a spade, in case South had ‘K X’ in spades. For
declarer this is an example of not calling trumps right
away. Declarer has 1 diamond and 1 heart, so needs 8
spades tricks to make the contract. You need 3 club
ruffs in dummy. Win the second trick in your hand and
ruff a club. Play diamond Ace sluffing a heart. Play
heart ace and ruff a club. Ruff a diamond and ruff a
club. Claim 3 more spade tricks, conceding 2 hearts.
Making 4.

Summary: 4S by East should catch 10 tricks. ♥

Do you know?
Don Gattinger

It seems many players do not know the following: If you
pull the wrong card out of the bidding box, you can
change it if your partner hasn't bid. That means what it
says: If your left hand opponent has bid, you can still
change your bid if your partner hasn't bid. This is ONLY
if you pulled the wrong card. You are not allowed to
think and you are not allowed to change your mind. ♦

Keep Your Data Up to Date
for Newsletter Distribution
A member roster is kept at the front desk, marked
"Desk Copy, Do Not Remove". Please bring to the
attention of the Director any changes to your address,
phone numbers, e-mail address, etc. so they can be
noted in this roster or contact Rick Lowens directly.
Your receipt of the Newsletter depends in large part on
the accuracy of the information we have. ♣

best defense is to put you back on the board with
spade and play low when you play a diamond from
North hand. Catch 2 spades, 3 hearts, no diamonds,
and 5 clubs. If defense slips, you catch 1 diamond.

NOTE: If 3NT is played by South, opening lead should
be diamond queen, defense winning first 4 tricks. A
spade switch at trick 5 sets the contract. A club allows
declarer to finesse in hearts and keep the spade entry
to North for ninth trick (ace of hearts).

Summary: 3N by North should catch 10 or 11 tricks.

Questions: Why doesn't North bid 2NT over 2♣ instead
of 3NT? With a long club suit and a diamond lead, all
South needs for this to make 3NT is AKQxxx in clubs
(which is not enough for an opening bid). So 3NT has a
better chance when South rebids 2♣ than if South
rebids 1NT, showing less than 15 HCPs. 2♣ shows
more potential than 1NT.

* * * * * * * * * *

VUL: N/S
DLR: East

♠ 8 7
♥ K 9 6 4
♦ K J 9 7 3
♣ A 8

♠ J 10 3 2 ♠ A K Q 9 4
♥ 5 2 ♥ A 8 7 3
♦ A Q 10 8 6 4 ♦ VOID
♣ 6 ♣ J 9 5 2

♠ 6 5
♥ Q J 10
♦ 5 2
♣ K Q 10 7 4 3

How do you think auction should go? Suggested
Auction:

E S W N
1♠ P♠ 4♠ All Pass

Bid Analysis: To overcall vulnerable at the two level,
you need close to an opening hand or better, so South
should not overcall 2♣. There will be different opinions
on what the West response should be. A case could be
made for 2♦, 2♠, 3♠, or 4♠. Nevertheless, I
recommend 4♠. The age old rule of thumb is this bid
shows at least 5 trumps, 5-10 HCP, an ace outside the
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National Masterpoint Races
At February 14, 2006, 8 LRDBC members were ranked
in national masterpoint races. The Lifetime Top MP
Holders is lifetime; the Barry Crane Top 500 and the
Mini-McKenney and Ace of Clubs races are for 2006;
and the Player of the Decade measures platinum points
earned since the beginning of 2000.

Lifetime Top MP Holders: #23 Allan Siebert, #32
David Siebert, #200 Al Childs.

Player of the Decade: #89 Allan Siebert.

Barry Crane Top 500: #278 David Siebert.

0 to 5 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race: #84 Virginia
Young.

50 to 100 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race: #99
Barbara Blaine.

100 to 200 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race: #22
Sherry Wortsmith; #50 Carol Holcomb.

500 to 100 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race: #61
Jane Dickey.

Over 10,000 Mini-McKenney Masterpoint Race: #79
David Siebert.

Over 10,000 Ace of Clubs Masterpoint Race: #97 Al
Childs. ♠

Bridge Humor?
Submitted by Dick Chapman

A player is called away from a bridge tournament to
tend to an emergency. There is one board to play. The
director asks a kibitzer to take the empty seat, but the
kibitzer knows nothing about the game. The other
players say “Just bid what you have and follow suit.”
The kibitzer sits South and starts the following bidding
sequence:

S W N E
1♣ P  2♥ P
2♠ P  3♣ P
3♥ P 4NT P
7♦ X All Pass

This is the deal:

♠ A 9
♥ A K Q 6 5
♦ A K
♣ Q 10 5 4

♠ K Q 10 8 ♠ 7 6 5 4 2
♥ J 10 9 7 ♥ 8
♦ Q 10 ♦ J 9
♣ K J 8 ♣ 9 8 7 6 3 2

♠ J 3
♥ 4 3 2
♦ 8 7 6 5 4 3 2
♣ A

South took the lead of the king of spades with the ace,
cashed the ace and king of trumps, came to hand with
the ace of clubs and played all his diamonds. On the
last one, West was hopelessly squeezed in hearts and
spades, and ultimately discarded a heart, whereupon
South made the last four tricks in hearts.

When the opposition saw South's hand, they called the
director, who asked for an explanation of the bidding,
and got the following reply:

"I was told to bid what I have, and I have one club, two
spades, 3 hearts, and 7 diamonds!” ♥

2006 Masterpoints Won at
the Bridge House

Under 300 at February 28

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 Bill Mattox 6.58
Less Than 50 Virginia Young 10.44
Less Than 100 Beverly Kinneman 14.17
Less Than 300 Diana Nagel 19.90

Overall at February 28

Peggy Jett...........................................................28.72
Norma Campbell .................................................25.61
Helen Abbott .......................................................24.42
Ruth Gilliam ........................................................20.70
Diana Nagel ........................................................19.90
Bill Jones ............................................................18.44
Ann Ferrill ...........................................................18.19
Langdon Jones ...................................................16.31
Betsy Berry .........................................................16.14
Jane Dickey ........................................................15.95
Bonnie Melchior ..................................................15.86
Linda Goldsmith..................................................15.68
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
David Cockcroft Somers Collins
Ruth Gilliam Diane Lord
Liz Perry Kay Loss
Bert Turner Deb Phillips

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

HOT SPRINGS VILLAGE
CARD Club s

Spring Fling
March 17, 18, & 19, 2006

Coffee and tea always available

Play in two sessions - free lunch

Wine and snacks after second session

Casa de Carta at the Ponce de Leon Center

Hot Springs Village, Arkansas

Bridge House will be closed
March 17, 18, & 19!


