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Trying to Cope in an IC
Bonnie Melchoir

Well, here we are in another IC. (Given that 'm in so
many Impossible Contracts, an acronym becomes
convenient, likewise a nebulous “we” referring to my
culpable alter egos—certainly not to my entirely
innocent and long-suffering partner.) But I'll go back
and start from the beginning to show how “we” got
there.

RHO, dealer at favorable vulnerability for our side,
opened 1&.lhad a4, vy A52 ¢AKQ10864, 9
3—too much to preempt in second seat—so | bid 1.
LHO overcalled 1a, and partner unexpectedly
supported with 2e. RHO bid 24, and | bid 3a (asking
for a spade stop from partner and hoping, of course,
that we did not have a zillion club losers—a “who-
knows-it might- work-bid”). LHO bid 4, which rode
around to me, and | had to decide what to do (partner
had not doubled). It did not look as if we were likely to
get a diamond trick, and it seemed unlikely, given no
double and my strong bidding, that partner could come
up with 3 defensive tricks, so | bid 5¢, which RHO
doubled.

LHO led the spade King and dummy tabled 4 A9 6, v
K86, ¢ 732 & 1074 2. We had 3 losers but, if
someone were void in diamonds, all would be well,
since they would make 4a and we would go down only
1 trick. | took the Ace and played a diamond. Alas,
everyone followed, which meant they would NOT have
made 4a and | had taken a phantom sac. Gr-r-r-r. Still,
never give up the ship and all those good cliches:
maybe something good would occur, even though we
were playing against competent opponents. | might,
given lots and lots of luck, be able to develop a
squeeze.

The bidding has been

E S W N
1% Te 1a 2¢
24 3a 4a P
P 5 P P
X All pass

Here are all four hands (rotated, so that declarer is
South, East dealing); E-W Vulnerable:

A A96

vK86

€732

%10742
AaKQ1053 aJ872
vQ1073 vJ94
*5 ¢J9
*J85 *AKQ6

a4

vA52

¢ AKQ10864

%93

| drew another trump and played low toward the club
10. (I did not want them to feel threatened enough
about clubs to lead all my spades offl) RHO won with
the 6 and played spade Jack. | trumped and led
another club. LHO played the club Jack, overtaken by
RHO’s Queen (he was down to A K Q). RHO played
back a high club, and | was home: | had a double
squeeze!

Below was the position after | ran my diamonds with
one trump left to play:

)

vK38

‘_

% 10
a K o —
vQ107 vJ94
*— *—
* — A

A_

vA52

4

,’._

On the last diamond, LHO had to discard a heart in
order to keep a spade guard, (so he had 2 hearts and 1
spade); dummy discarded the spade. RHO had to keep
a club, so he had two hearts and 1 club. Therefore, |
could play to the heart King in dummy, back to the Ace
in my hand, and the last small heart was good.

If the opponents had led a heart at any time or if they
had led off my last spade, there would have been no
squeeze. There are several morals to this verbose tale:

1) Once you have made the wrong decision, preserve a
stoic countenance and do not let the opponents know
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you are in trouble.

2) Give yourself a chance to be lucky by trying to figure
something out.

3) On defense, deciding whether to be “passive” or
“active” is crucial and not necessarily easy. My
opponents were being passive—not breaking new
suits—and that is right on many hands, but not on
hands where there are possible squeezes. ¢

Make Travel Plans

Check out these tournaments and others in the ACBL
Bridge Bulletin, the District 10 Mid-South Bridge Forum,
or at www.acbl.org.

North American Bridge Championships (NABC)

Chicago, IL, July 13-23
Honolulu, HI, November 16-26
St. Louis, MO, March 8-18, 2007

Regionals

Springfield, MO, May 31-June 4

Paducah, KY, June 19-25

Austin, TX, June 28-July 4

Birmingham, AL, July 24-30

Baton Rouge, LA, July 24-30

St. Louis, MO, August 14-20

Atlanta, GA, August 29-September 4

Fort Worth, TX, August 29-September 4
Wichita, Kansas, September 6—10
Robinsonville (Tunica), MS September 11-17

Sectionals

Fort Worth, TX, June 9-11
McAlester, OK, June 24-25
Kansas City, MO, July 7-9

Tyler, TX, July 14-16

Houston, TX (0-300), July 28-30
Lake Charles, LA, August 3—-6
Johnson City, TN, August 11-13
Houston, TX, August 11-13
Nashville, TN (0-300), August 18-20
Richardson, TX, August 17-20
Tupelo, MS, August 25-27
Jenks, OK, August 25-27
DeGray, AR, November 17-19

continued from page 2

¢ Bill Cardin, Jean Neal, & teammates—1st in Bracket 5
Knockout (16 teams)

¢ Dick Chapman & Judy Chapman—2nd in A in 299er
Pairs (27 pairs)

¢ Dick Chapman, Somers Collins, Missy McCain, &
Jack Tidball—3/4 in Bracket 4 Knockout (16 teams);
2nd in Bracket 3 Knockout (16 teams)

¢ John Chapman, Dave Neuschwanger, Wendy
Wheeler, & Virginia Young—4/5 in B/2/3 in C in Single
Session Swiss (20 teams)

¢ Judy Chapman & teammates—2nd in Bracket 6
Knockout (16 teams)

¢ Al Childs, Kathy Childs, & teammates—6thin A in A/X
Swiss (24 teams)

¢ Sharon Cissell & teammates—3/4 in Bracket 3
Knockout (10 teams); 2nd in A/1stin B in Single
Session Swiss (25 teams)

¢ Sharon Cissell & partner—6th in B in Side Series (34
pairs)

¢ Ann Clay, Dane Clay, Gerald Koonce, & Bonnie
Melchior—1st in Bracket 1 Knockout (6 teams); 7th in
A in A/X Swiss (24 teams)

e Somers Collins & Lisa Whitbeck—3rd in C in Open
Pairs (46 pairs)

¢ David Cockcroft & Ann Ferrill—2nd in A in Side Game
(18 pairs)

¢ Fran Cockcroft & Linda Goldsmith—®6th in A in 299er
Pairs (26 pairs); 1stin A in 299er Pairs (21 pairs)

¢ Mike Compton, Jane Dickey, Connie Ellingson, &
Roger Ellingson—2nd in A/1st in B&C in Single
Session Swiss (21 teams)

¢ Mike Compton, Jane Dickey, Ann Ferrill, Edna Savoy,
Suzanne Siebert, & teammate—3/4 in Bracket 2
Knockout (12 teams)

¢ Mike Compton, Jane Dickey, Langdon Jones, & Jack
Tidball—3rd in X in A/X Swiss (24 teams)

¢ Sandra Crawford, Beverly Kinneman, Bill Kinneman,
& Dave Neuschwanger—5/8 in Bracket 5 Knockout
(16 teams)

¢ Charlotte Davis & Johnnie Owen—3/4 in A/1stin B in
Side Game (18 pairs)

¢ Cindy Devish & partner—4th in B in Open Pairs (46
pairs)

¢ Connie Ellingson, Roger Ellingson, Ed Gannon, &
Carl Gray—3/4 in Bracket 5 Knockout (16 teams)

¢ Connie Ellingson, Roger Ellingson, & teammates—3/4
in Bracket 5 Knockout (16 teams)
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e Camille Ellis & partner—>5th in A in 299er Pairs (27
pairs); 3rd in D in 299er Pairs (37 pairs); 5th in Ain
299er Pairs (27 pairs)

¢ Gwen Gaston, Ann Lewis, Diane Lord, & Sheila
Mehaffy—3/4 in Bracket 5 Knockout (16 teams); 5th
in C in Single Session Swiss (25 teams)

¢ Linda Geddes & Donna Norvell-Smith—3rd in A/2nd
in B&C in 299er Pairs (26 pairs); 2nd in B in 299er
Pairs (21 pairs)

¢ Dick Heil & Jan Worden—4th in C in Side Series (34
pairs)

¢ Carol Holcomb, Jane Teed, Jan Trotter, & Sherry
Wortsmith—1st in Bracket 5 Knockout (16 teams); 4th
in C in Single Session Swiss (25 teams)

¢ Peggy Jett & Bonnie Melchior—2nd in A in Open
Pairs (64 pairs)

¢ Lew Johnston & Gregg Sterne—3rd in B in 299er
Pairs (26 pairs)

¢ Muriel Jones & Rita Sevall—4th in A/2nd in B in Side
Game (22 pairs)

¢ George Karpoff & Bill Mattox—4/5 in B/3rd in C in
299er Pairs (26 pairs)

¢ George Karpoff, Bill Mattox, Betty Peden, & Jeanne
Williams—4/5 in B/2/3 in C in Single Session Swiss
(20 teams); 1stin B in 299er Swiss (8 teams); 3rd in A
in 200/300 Swiss (8 teams)

¢ Gerald Koonce & Bonnie Melchior—1st in A in Open
Pairs (60 pairs)

¢ Gerald Koonce, Bonnie Melchior, & teammates—2nd
in A in Single Session Swiss (21 teams)

¢ Jeanne Lloyd & Billie Swatek—3rd in A in Side Game
(12 pairs)

¢ Jeanne Lloyd & partner—4th in A in Open Pairs (60
pairs)

e Gene Marques, Bill Phillips, Dean Phillips, & Rita
Sevall—5/8 in Bracket 4 Knockout (16 teams)

e Gene Marques & Rita Sevall—6th in B/3rd in C in
Open Pairs (64 pairs); 5th in C in Side Game (31
pairs); 5th in B/1st in C in Side Series (34 pairs)

¢ George McKeown & partner—2nd in C in B/C/D?
Pairs (34 pairs)

¢ Diana Nagel & Robert Tully—5th in B/2nd in C in Side
Pairs (24 pairs)

¢ Diana Nagel, Robert Tully, & teammates—3/4 in
Bracket 5 Knockout (14 teams)

¢ Diana Nagel & teammates—>5th in A/3rd in B in Single
Session Swiss (21 teams)

¢ Betty Peden & Jeanne Williams—4thin A/3rd in B in
100/200/300 Pairs (12 pairs); 4/5 in B in 299er Pairs
(26 pairs); 4/5 in A&B in 299er Pairs (14 pairs)

¢ Bill Phillips & Dean Phillips—4th in B/3rd in C in Side
Game (31 pairs)

¢ Deb Phillips & Diane Tait—3rd in A in Side Game (16
pairs)

¢ Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—2nd in
Bracket 1 Knockout (6 teams); 2nd in Bracket 1
Knockout (7 teams); 1st in Bracket 1 Knockout (7
teams); 3/4 in Bracket 1 Knockout (8 teams)

¢ Allan Siebert & partner—1st in A in Open Pairs (68
pairs)

¢ David Siebert & partner—4th in A in Open Pairs (68
pairs)

¢ Diane Siebert & partner—5th in A in Charity Pairs (22
pairs); 6/7 in A in Open Pairs (64 pairs); 5th in A in
Open Pairs (68 pairs)

e Jim Tucker, Luraette Tucker, & teammates—5/8 in
Bracket 5 Knockout (16 teams)

Welcome to New Members!

Please give a warm welcome to the newest members
of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club:

Jerry Geddes

17 Breezewood Cove, Maumelle 72113
851-4239 (H)
jackwaters@sbcglobal.net

B’day Mar 12

Suzanne Patton B’day Oct 4
2819 North Fillmore Street, Little Rock 72207
614-6566 (H)

pattonsf@archildrens.org

David Smith B’day Sep 20
200 South Ridge Road, Little Rock 72207

664-6876 (H) 907-7903 (O) 231-9915 (C)
dsmith@democratprinting.com

Ginanne Long B’day Mar 30
16 Overlook Circle, Little Rock 72207

666-4440 (H) 690-5975 (C)
glong1032@comcast.net

Rhonda Williams B’day Jun 23

7001 Dan Thomas, Little Rock 72206
247-5868 (H)
rhonda@rhondawilliams.com
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Some First Place Winners
From
Hot Springs

Carol, Jan, Jane, & Sherry

Jean & Bill

Gerald, Bonnie, Ann, & Dane

Jane, Ann, Suzanne, Norma, Jack, & Edna Roger, Connie, Mike, & Jane
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Masterpoints Won at the
Bridge House in 2006

Under 300 at May 29

Total Masterpoints Name Points
Less Than 10 Ginger Quinn 4.22
Less Than 20 Bill Mattox 15.54
Less Than 50 George Karpoff 17.55
Less Than 100 Dave Neuschwanger  25.18
Less Than 300 Diana Nagel 31.31
Overall at May 29
Peggy Jett ... 61.97
Helen Abbott..........oooo 47.53
Norma Campbell..............cccccoiii 45.25
Bill JONES...coiiiiiiie i 43.81
Ruth Gilliam............cccccii 42.53
Ann Ferrill ... 41.38
Bonnie Melchior..............ccooiiiiiii, 37.50
Betsy Berry...... 35.71
David Cockeroft..........cccccvvviiiii 34.49
Tommye DavViS ..........uuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiieens 34.48
Diana Nagel..........cccoooiiiiiii 31.31
Jane DiCKeY........uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 30.51

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road

Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCKk DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB
TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122

7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROck, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Art Pfeifer
664-7370 (H)

Dick Heil

Ann Lewis
Rick Lowens
Margaret Kelly

One Year

David Cockcroft
Ruth Gilliam

Liz Perry

Bert Turner

Margaret Kelly
224-4045 (H)

Jane Dickey
377-0312 (O)

Officers
President
ajpajp@swbell.net

Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Past President
Board of Directors
Two Years
Somers Collins
Diane Lord
Kay Loss
Deb Phillips

ACBL Club Manager
kclmfkelly@aol.com

Newsletter Editor
jdickey@roselawfirm.com
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