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RHO leads the inevitable diamond which we win 
immediately with the Ace. Now what? If we ruff a club
with dummy’s little trump, how do we get off dummy? 
Also we would then be unable to finesse for the Queen 
of spades. Oh what a mess! But a glimmer appears?
Maybe both the heart and spade suits are 3–2. Each 
alone is 65%, so both are 42% (0.65 x 0.65). Not great 
but in fact the odds are better than this. The heart suit 
is not 1–4 (as West would likely have led a singleton) 
and we likely need the spade suit to be 3–2 anyway to 
avoid 2 trump losers. So let’s go for it.

We play two rounds of trumps expecting to leave their 
Queen of spades outstanding while we play the good 
heart suit. We need the player with the outstanding 
Queen of spades to have started with at least a 3-card 
heart suit. When they ruff the 4th round we can pitch 
another loser, making the contract. Well it’s a plan.
Maybe not a great plan. But it’s the best we can see—
and we must always have a plan, mustn’t we?

So back to reality, we play the King and Ace of spades, 
and what’s this, the Queen of spades falls—unexpected 
good news. Now we play the Jack of spades drawing 
all the trumps and run the heart suit, making 6!! So you 
wipe the perspiration off your brow rather pleased with 
yourself, until RHO says, “Why did you take so long?—
it was an easy hand—after all you made two
overtricks”! ♠

NAP Results—Unit 161
Congratulations to Barbara Blaine and Jim Gauntt for 
winning Flight C in the Unit 161 North American Pairs 
competition in Hot Springs Village. Others in the 
overalls include Norma Campbell & Deb Phillips, 2nd 
Flight B; Dick Heil & Jan Worden, 4th Flight B; Jane 
Dickey & Jack Tidball, 5th Flight B, Terri Schafer & 
Ralph Vogel, 6th Flight C; and Marilyn Biegler & Cindy 
Devish, 6th Flight B. ♥

Dues
It’s time to pay Club dues for 2007. Checks are 
preferred so that the directors don’t have added 
bookkeeping responsibilities. Mail your check to 
Treasurer Rick Lowens, 23 Clervaux Drive, Little Rock 
72223 or give it to a director. Dues are $15. Payment 
on or before the December 10 Annual Meeting will let 
you play for free that day. ♦

Listen to the Bidding—It 
Will Help on Defense
Al Childs

Playing on BBO [Ed. Note: “BBO” means Bridge Base 
Online; free software available at www.bridgebase.com] 
with Kathy she had this hand:

♠ A 2
♥ 8 5 2
♦ J 6 3 2
♣ 10 5 3 2

The bidding went:

S (Al) W N (Kathy) E
P 1NT P 2♣
P 2♦ 3NT All Pass

She led the Ace of spades and we took the first six 
tricks.

The opponents were very upset and wanted to know 
how she found that lead.

She replied that their bidding showed that I had four or 
more spades.

My hand was ♠ K Q 10 4 3 2 and out. We don’t play 
weak two’s and if we did it’s not good enough 
vulnerable or equal.

The is called law of distribution probability based on 
bidding. It also should make you aware that looking for 
major fit is not always right. ♣

October Board Minutes
Ann Lewis

October 8, 2006. The meeting was called to order by 
Art Pfeifer. Others in attendance were David Cockcroft, 
Somers Collins, Ruth Gilliam, Margaret Kelly, Ann 
Lewis, Diane Lord, Rick Lowens, Liz Parry, and Bert 
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urner.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Art has appointed the following to the nominating 
committee: Rick Lowens, chairman, Margaret Kelly,
and Gerald Koonce. Liz suggested a notice be placed 
in the Newsletter soliciting interest in serving on the 
board.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens reported Unit 161 had sent LRDBC a 
check for $1,684.33 for our portion of the regional 
tournament held in Hot Springs in May. LRDBC’s table 
count for September was down, probably due to the 
Tunica tournament.

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly reported the B & C NAP Qualifying 
Tournament will be held on Saturday, October 21, in 
Hot Springs Village and the Unit Team Qualifying 
Tournament will be held on Saturday, October 28, in 
Little Rock.

Margaret announced STaC games will be held the 
week of December 11–17.

A Halloween party will be held on Tuesday, October 31.
Hot dogs will be provided and everyone is encouraged 
to bring a side dish.

The LRDBC will be closed the weekend of November 
3–4, 2006, because of the DeGray Tournament. Rick 
Lowens moved that the Board reaffirm that the LRDBC 
will be closed for any tournament that is held by a Unit 
161 club. David Cockcroft seconded the motion, and it 
passed unanimously.

LITTLE ROCK BRIDGE TOURNAMENT

Somers Collins reported the contract with 4-H Center 
has been signed. Dick Heil is in charge of publicity for 
the tournament and the flyers will be ready for the 
DeGray Tournament. Publicity for the tournament will 
also appear in the District 10 newsletter.

The schedule for the tournament has been approved by 
Charlie MacCracken. The times for the start of the 
games will be 10:00 a.m., 2:30 p.m., and 7:30 p.m. Box 
lunches will be for sale after the morning sessions.

OLD BUSINESS

The Club Christmas party will be held at the 4-H Center 

on Sunday, December 10th. Lunch will be provided.
The LRDBC has a policy stating that club members can 
play free at the Christmas game if their dues for the 
next year are paid prior to the game.

Bert Turner moved the LRDBC play our normal limited 
games during STaC week as scheduled and that we 
encourage players who are eligible to play in both 
limited and open games to play in both during the 
week. Furthermore, when limited games are routinely 
scheduled on Monday night, Wednesday morning, and 
Thursday night, if enough players with masterpoints 
above the limit of our sanctioned games show up, there 
will be a two-session event scored separately. If there 
are not enough players for both sessions, only the 
limited session will be played. David Cockcroft 
seconded this motion. After discussion, the vote was 6 
For, 2 Against, and 1 Abstain.

BY-LAWS

Diane Lord moved the Board accept the by-laws as 
presented. David Cockcroft seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. A copy of the LRDBC 
Constitution and By-Laws will be mailed to club 
members and the membership will vote on them at the 
December annual meeting.

Proposed Constitution and 
Bylaws
The Board of Directors has approved a new 
Constitution and Bylaws for the Little Rock Duplicate 
Bridge Club, subject to approval by the membership at 
the Annual Meeting December 10. The full text of the 
proposed documents appears in this Newsletter. ♥

We mourn the passing of 
Eloise “Mackie” McAfee

Tournament Report
Nashville TN Sectional

• Barbara Blaine, Jim Gauntt, & teammates—2nd in 
299er Swiss (6 teams)

• Barbara Blaine &, Jim Gauntt—3rd in D&E in 299er 
Pairs (15 pairs); 5th in B/3rd in C in Side Game (20 
pairs); 5/6 in B in 299er Pairs (18 pairs)
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Proposed Constitution
Article I. Name of the Club

Section 1. The name of this club shall be the LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB (the “Club”), and is formed 
as a not-for-profit association in accordance with the laws of the State of Arkansas.

Article II. Scope and Purpose of the Club

Section 1. The purpose of the Club shall be to operate and maintain a club for members, guests, and newcomers to 
participate in bridge games sanctioned by the American Contract Bridge League and to promote the game of bridge in 
the city of Little Rock and central Arkansas and to conduct such activities as may be necessary or incidental to its 
general objectives.

Section 2. No member shall receive any monetary gain from membership in the Club except as specifically provided in 
the By-Laws.

Section 3. The Club shall be self-governing within the limits of its authority.

Section 4. The Club shall be non-profit, non-sectarian, and non-partisan and will not discriminate as to race, creed, or 
national origin.

Article III. Membership

Section 1. Eligibility for membership in the Club shall be upon such terms and conditions as the Board of Directors 
may prescribe, and the Board shall have the power to revoke or suspend membership. Games and tournaments 
conducted by the Club are open to the public.

Article IV. Officers, Board of Directors, and Elections

Section 1. The affairs of the Club shall be administered by the Board of Directors, which Board shall consist of eight 
(8) members and the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer. The immediate past president, Club 
Manager, and Lead Director shall be ex-officio members of the Board with voting privileges.

Section 2. A majority of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Section 3. The officers shall be elected for a one-year term and the other members of the Board for a two-year term.
Terms of directors shall be staggered so as to require the elections of only four (4) directors each year.

(a) The President and Vice President may not serve more than two (2) consecutive terms in the same office.

(b) Elected directors shall serve on a rotating schedule and may not serve more than two (2) consecutive terms. 

Section 4. Officers and directors shall be elected by the club membership in December of each year and assume 
office on January 1st following their election.

Article V. Amendments

Section 1. Amendments to the Constitution may be made at the annual membership meeting or any special meeting of 
the Club, provided ten days notice in writing has been given to all members announcing the proposed revision.

Section 2. A two-thirds majority of all members present and voting shall be required to pass any amendment.

Proposed By-Laws
Article 1. Elections
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Section 1. On or before November 1st of each year the President shall appoint a nominating committee of three (3) 
members to select candidates for President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, and Board of Directors.

Section 2. Elections shall be held in the manner prescribed by the Board of Directors.

Article II. Meetings

Section 1. The annual meeting of the members shall be held in December. 

Section 2. The Board of Directors normally meets monthly at a time and place to be specified by the President.

Section 3. Special meetings of the membership may be called by the President, or upon written request of not less 
than a majority of the Board of Directors, or upon written request of not less than twenty per cent (20%) of the 
members in good standing.

Article III. Membership

Section 1. Dues and game fees shall be in such amounts as the Board of Directors may from time to time prescribe. 

Section 2. Each member in good standing shall be entitled to one vote, hold office, participate in activities, and receive 
benefits provided by the Club.

Section 3. For the purpose of this article, a member shall be considered in good standing if he/she is not under 
suspension by the Club or ACBL and has met all financial obligations of membership.

Article IV. Board of Directors

Section 1. The Board of Directors is the governing body of the Club, and the President is the executive head that puts 
into operation and carries out the Board’s instructions.

Section 2. In the event of a vacancy occurring on the Board of Directors from death or any other cause, the Board 
shall have the authority to appoint a member of the Club to fill said unexpired term.

Section 3. Indemnification Rights. Every person who was or is a party or is threatened to be made a party to or is 
involved in any action, suit, or proceedings (whether civil, criminal, administrative, or investigative) by reason of the 
fact that he or she is or was a director, officer, or agent of the Club, or is or was serving at the request of the Club as a 
director, officer, or agent of another corporation or as the club manager or a club director, or as its representative in a 
partnership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise, shall be indemnified and held harmless to the fullest extent legally 
permissible under and pursuant to any procedure specified in the Arkansas Nonprofit Corporation Act of 1993, as 
amended from time to time, against all expenses, liabilities, and losses (including attorney's fees, judgments, fines, 
and amounts paid or to be paid in settlement) reasonably incurred or suffered by him or her in connection therewith. 
Such right of indemnification shall be a contract right that may be enforced in any lawful manner by such person. Such 
right of indemnification shall not be exclusive of any other right which such director, officer, or agent may have or 
hereafter acquire and, without limiting the generality of such statement, any such person shall be entitled to his or her 
respective rights of indemnification under any agreement, provision of law, or otherwise, as well as their rights under 
this paragraph.

Section 4. Insurance. The Board of Directors may cause the Club to purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any 
person who is or was a director, officer, or agent of the Club, or is or was serving at the request of the Club as a 
director, officer, or agent of another corporation or as the club manager or a club director, or as its representative in a 
partnership, joint venture, trust, or other enterprise, against any liability asserted against such person and incurred in 
any such capacity or arising out of such status, whether or not the Club would have the power to indemnify such 
person.

Article V. Duties of Officers

Section 1. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Board of Directors. The President shall supervise the 
management of the affairs of the Club and perform all other duties incidental to his office. The President shall be a 
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member ex-officio of all committees and shall be Chairman of the Board of Directors. The President is authorized to 
enter into contracts or leases as approved by the Board of Directors.

Section 2. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President in his absence or inability to act.

Section 3. The Secretary shall keep the books and records of the Club, including minutes of all regular and special 
meetings, and shall handle all official and such other correspondence as may be directed by the President or the 
Board of Directors, and the secretary shall perform all such other duties as may be incidental to the office. 

Section 4. The Treasurer shall have the care and custody of and responsibility for all funds, securities, and property of 
the Club, and shall deposit the funds in such bank as may be designated by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer 
shall make accurate accounting of all funds received or disbursed by or on behalf of the Club and provide accurate 
and complete written reports of all financial activity of the Club in such manner as requested by the Board of Directors, 
and shall submit a financial report at the annual membership meeting and at each meeting of the Board of Directors.
The Treasurer shall maintain an updated signature card with the Treasurer’s name and President’s name on all bank 
accounts. The Board of Directors shall be responsible for establishing a limit on disbursements by the Treasurer. The 
Board must approve disbursement amounts in excess of that limit. The Treasurer shall procure and maintain liability 
and other insurance as directed by the Board of Directors. The Treasurer shall purchase adequate supplies for the 
functioning of the Club.

Article VI. Committees

Section 1. The President, subject to confirmation by the Board of Directors, may appoint such committees as from time 
to time may be necessary to conduct the affairs of the Club.

Section 2. There shall be two or more standing committees appointed by the President, with the consent and approval 
of the Board of Directors. The committee chairman will provide minutes of the meeting to the Secretary of the Board.

Conduct and Ethics

The Conduct and Ethics committee, composed of five (5) members, one of whom shall be a member of the Board of 
Directors, shall receive and act upon all written allegations of violations of ethics and/or conduct. Upon receipt of such 
allegations, the committee shall hear input from all affected parties. Any disciplinary action recommending suspension 
must be referred to the Board of Directors for review and approval.

Education and Membership

The Education and Membership Committee will encourage attendance at Club sponsored games and contact people 
who have expressed an interest in bridge. The Education and Membership committee will implement policies and 
educational programs to ensure the continued and progressive development of members.

Article VIII. Order of Business

The order of business at meetings shall be as prescribed by the Board.

Article IX. Rules of Order

Roberts Rules of Order, Revised, shall be accepted as the governing authority for this organization in all matters not 
specifically covered by the Constitution and By-Laws.

Article X. Quorum

Any number of members present at the annual membership meeting or any special meeting of the Club shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

Article XI. These By-Laws may be amended by an affirmative vote of two thirds (2/3) of the Board of Directors. All 
other existing Club By-Laws are hereby revoked. Proxy votes for amendment purposes are not permitted. ♥
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Make Travel Plans
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)

Honolulu, HI, November 16–26
St. Louis, MO, March 8–18, 2007
Nashville, TN, July 19–29, 2007

Regionals

Jackson, MS, January 8–14
New Orleans, LA, May 22–28

Sectionals

Baton Rouge, LA, November 2–5 (0–300)
DeGray, AR, November 3–5
Metairie, LA, November 9–12
Richardson, TX, November 9–12
Baton Rouge, LA, November 30–December 3
Germantown, TN, January 5–7
Hattiesburg, MS, February 16–18
Birmingham, AL, February 22–25
Buchanan, TN, February 23–25
Baton Rouge, LA, March 1–4
Nashville, TN, March 8–11
Alexandria, LA, March 23–25
Shreveport, LA, March 23–25
Hot Springs Village, AR, March 30–April 1
Birmingham, AL, May 17–20
Little Rock, AR, May 4–6

Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

VUL: N/S
DLR: West

♠ A Q J 10 7 6 5
♥ A Q
♦ A 2
♣ A K

♠ 3 ♠ 4
♥ 7 6 4 3 ♥ K 9 8 5 2
♦ K Q 10 6 4 ♦ 5
♣ 6 5 4 ♣ 10 9 8 7 3 2

♠ K 9 8 2
♥ J 10
♦ J 9 8 7 3
♣ Q J

How do you think auction should go? Suggested 
Auction:

W N E S
P 2♣ P 2♦
P 2♠ P 4♠
P 4NT P 5♣
P 5NT P 6♦
P 6♠ All Pass

Bid Analysis: See Question section below for 
suggested responses to strong 2♣ opening. East might 
want to interfere by bidding 2♥ and 3♣ if doubled (but I 
wouldn’t advise it). If they let you play 3♥, you’ll get a 
good board, but reverse partner’s majors and you 
won’t. South bids 2♦, waiting. North shows spade suit. 
At this point, 3♠ by South would say I have slam 
interest and at least two tricks for you. 4♠ says I don’t 
have slam interest and may only have one king in my 
hand. North only has three losers and there is a chance 
that South can cover two of them. Even if South only 
has three spades and not the king, the king may drop 
singleton. If worst comes to worst, South has only one
king and you may have to rely on the heart finesse. 
There are more positives to bidding 6♠ than negatives. 
So, North goes through Blackwood to find out if South 
has 2 kings (South could have a singleton king and 
decided to devalue the hand). If South has two kings, 
6NT should be safe and once again 7NT may depend 
on heart finesse. (if 7NT can be made easily, then 
South would probably have bid 3♠, not 4♠). South has 
one king, so we settle for 6♠ and hope for the best.

Your lead? Suggested opening lead: club 10 or 
diamond 5.

Lead analysis: I would be surprised on this auction if 
partner had the diamond ace. You generally should not 
bid 5NT if you don’t have all the aces. Top of sequence 
looks safe.

Plan your play. Play analysis: This is a tough hand to 
play, but it will help you get used to thinking of different 
distribution possibilities. You have 7 spades, 1 heart, 1 
diamond, and 2 clubs. You need one trick. Your options 
are the heart finesse and setting up a long diamond. 
You have 3 entries to the dummy, so if diamonds are 
3–3 or 4–2 or if West has 5 or 6 diamonds, that is your 
safest 12th trick. You can always fall back on the heart 
finesse if East has 5 or 6 diamonds. Win the first trick 
and play spade ace. Even if spades are 2–0, play 
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Arkansas Autumn Foliage

DeGray Sectional 
Tournament

DeGray State Park, Bismark, Arkansas

November 3-5, 2006
Friday and Saturday, November 3rd & 4th 

• 10:00 am - Bracketed Knockouts (3 sessions - 10:00 am, 3:00 pm, and 7:30 pm) 

• 10:00 am - Single session Stratified Pairs - C 0-500; B 500-1500; A 1500+ 

• 3:00 pm - Single session Stratified Pairs - C 0-500; B 500-1500; A 1500+

• 7:30 pm - Single session Stratified Pairs - C 0-500; B 500-1500; A 1500+

Sunday November 5th 

• 10:00 am & TBA Bracketed Swiss Teams 

Novice/Intermediate Stratified Pairs (every session if attendance warrants) 0-20, 50-200, 200-300

DeGray Lodge - bridge rate: $75.00 single/double occupancy 800/737-8355. Reserve bridge rate before October 3rd 
Hwy 7, 6 miles north of Exit #78 on I-30

Partnerships: Ann Ferrill 501/664-7941; Fran Anderson 501/922-4942

Tournament Chairpersons: Teri and Gene La Bove 501/915-9101

Snacks and Refreshments following afternoon and evening sessions on Friday and Saturday Section Top Awards

Entry Fee: $80.00 per team on Sunday; Lunch included in Swiss entry
Entry Fee: $10.00 per person per session.

THIS IS A NON-SMOKING TOURNAMENT WITH SMOKING BREAKS

Summary: 6♠ by North should catch 12 tricks.

Question: What are responses to strong 2♣ opening?

Answers:
2♥ less than 4 HCP and no king
2♠ at least 5+ spades with at least 2 of top 3
3♣ at least 5+ clubs with at least 2 of top 3
3♦ at least 5+ diamonds with at least 2 of top 3
2NT at least 5+ hearts with at least 2 of top 3
2♦ none of the above

diamond ace and diamond 2. If West shifts to a heart,
don’t take the finesse, because the diamonds are 
coming home. Play a spade to board, play a diamond 
and West must cover. Play a spade to board and 
another diamond which West must cover. If West 
doesn’t cover one of these, discard heart queen. When 
West wins the diamond and covers twice, then the 
dummy will have a good diamond and you can get 
there with another spade. Be sure to ruff all the 
diamonds with a high spade and use your low spades 
to get to dummy. You now catch another diamond for 
your 12th trick.
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
David Cockcroft Somers Collins
Ruth Gilliam Diane Lord
Liz Perry Kay Loss
Bert Turner Deb Phillips

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Nominating Committee
A Nominating Committee has been appointed by the 
Board. The members’ names and contact information 
are shown below. The Committee is seeking 
candidates for positions to be filled by election at the 
Annual Meeting on December 10. Please review all 
open positions and contact a member of the Committee 
if you are interested in serving or if you wish to make a 
recommendation for Committee consideration. A list of 
current officers and directors appears opposite.

Officers—1-year terms—President and Vice-President 
may serve not more than two terms—All positions open

Directors—2-year terms—May serve not more than two 
terms—Four positions are open

The deadline for submitting prospective candidate 
names is November 25.

• Rick Lowens, Chair: 868-4660 (H); 682-2941 (O); 
rick.lowens@arkansas.gov

• Margaret Kelly: 224-4045 (H); kclmfkelly@aol.com
• Gerald Koonce: 228-6951 (H); 218-7118 (O); 

gkoonce@euronetworldwide.com ♣


