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contact Ann Ferrill about ways to get more attendance 
at the Saturday game.

Rick said LRDBC would receive money from the 
DeGray Tournament.

Liz Parry stated for the record that she wanted to 
commend Rick Lowens on his excellent job of 
Treasurer of the LRDBC and the Bridge House.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Rick Lowens reported the Nominating Committee, Rick 
Lowens, Chair, Gerald Koonce and Margaret Kelly, will 
present the following slate at the annual meeting:

President Art Pfeifer
Vice President Dick Heil
Secretary Ann Lewis
Treasurer Rick Lowens

Two year Board term:

Ann Ferrill
Gerald Koonce
Margaret Mathews
One position yet to be slated

Liz Parry moved the Nominating Committee’s report be 
accepted as presented. Kay Loss seconded the motion, 
and it passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS

Gordon Campbell asked the Board to consider having 
LRDBC member’s pictures on the web site. Gordon 
thinks it would be helpful for new LRDBC members.
Dick Heil agreed to research this matter and report 
back in January.

CPR Training: This item will be referred to Art Pfeifer to 
handle.

Chairs: It was stated the upholstery on the chairs is 
getting worn and the Board needs to look into 
reupholstering the chairs or getting replacements.
Margaret Kelly will look into this matter and report back 
at either the January or February Board meeting.

Plaques: Discussion was had concerning having 
plaques recognizing members who have obtained the 
status of Bronze, Silver, Gold, Platinum, and Diamond 
membership in the ACBL. It was decided not to pursue 
this idea.

Bert Turner stated Bruce Byrne’s name was left off the 

2005 Life Master plaque. Deb will have his name added 
to the 2005 plaque when she orders the 2006 Life 
Master Plaque.

Christmas Party: The annual Christmas party will be 
held on Sunday, December 10, at 12:30 p.m. at the 4-H 
Center. It was suggested the officers of the HSV Club 
be invited to come.

Margaret Kelly stated the meat will be furnished and the 
membership will be asked to bring a side dish or a 
dessert.

It was decided that some Board members would be at 
the club at 11:30 a.m. so that members needing a ride 
to the party would have one.

Rick Lowens reminded the Board those members who 
have paid their 2007 dues before the party would have 
a free play.

Sign-up sheets for the Christmas party for food and 
rides will be posted soon.

Dick Heil asked Gordon Campbell to make his 
presentation on the Duplimate Machine. This is a 
machine that will duplicate boards and have hand 
records. Gordon wants the LRDBC to look into 
purchasing one of these machines. He and Dick Heil 
will go to HSV to discuss the machine with them.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♦

Unit 161 Team Champions
Congratulations to Carol Holcomb, Tommye David, 
Diane Lord, and Peggy Jett—winners of the Unit 161 
Team Championship! ♣
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DECLARE or DEFEND?? 
(continued)
Gordon Campbell

Last month we examined a hand from Declarer’s point 
of view. This month we examine the same hand from 
3rd seat Defender’s perspective. You listen to the 
following auction:

W N E S
P 1♠

P 2♥ P 2♠
P 3♠ P 4♣1

P 4♠ All Pass
1 South’s style is to cuebid indiscriminately, i.e., his 4♣
bid shows any club control (A, K, or shortness).

Partner leads the club Jack, and dummy hits with:

North
♠ K x
♥ A Q 9 x x x
♦ x x x
♣ Q x

and behind dummy, you hold:

East:
♠ 10 x x
♥ K x x
♦ Q x x x
♣ A x x

So as East we think about the bidding. Your style would 
be NOT to bid 3♠ with the North hand, as this would 
show extra values after the game forcing 2♥ response.
Apparently, South likes his hand somewhat because he 
cuebid 4♣ to show a club control—obviously the club 
King because you have the club Ace and West 
probably does not hold a 7-card club suit, which would 
be required for South to hold shortness.

For Declarer to like his hand in the auction, he must 
hold the pointed Aces (spade Ace and diamond Ace) 
together with his club King. He needs something else 
too—likely the spade Queen and/or the diamond King.
With the spade Queen, Declarer would have an easy 
10 tricks (6 spades, 1 heart, 1 diamond, 1 club, and 
1club ruff). With the diamond King, Declarer would also 
have 10 tricks (5 spades, 1 heart, 2 diamonds, 1 club,

and 1 club ruff).

But this is imps not matchpoints. At imps we try to beat 
the contract at all costs. Even though we think Declarer 
likely has 10 tricks we must assume he does not.
Therefore we must assume he does NOT hold the 
spade Queen or the diamond King, and that maybe he 
liked some Jacks instead! Yes, let’s think positively.

We have worked out Declarer’s high cards but what 
about his distribution? He will not hold a 3-card heart fit, 
because Partner would have led his singleton.
Furthermore we probably need our heart King to be a 
working card. This hand is going to be hard to beat 
anyway; so surely we need the heart King to take a 
trick. All this means we need Declarer to hold a heart 
doubleton.

This is the Declarer hand we have now devised:

South:
♠ A J 9 x x x
♥ J x
♦ A J ?
♣ K x ?

We are not too sure about the Jacks and it is hard to 
know whether Declarer’s 13th card is a diamond or a 
club. But things are looking better.

We must hope for a spade trick when Declarer finesses 
into Partner’s spade Queen. (You know it is a 
doubleton, but Declarer doesn’t). We have assumed a 
heart trick and we hold the club Ace. All we need is 
another minor-suit trick for our 4th trick. It must be in 
diamonds, but we must hurry before Declarer sets up 
the heart suit. So we immediately win the club Ace and 
shift to a diamond, for a likely down 1.

This hand was real. The moral: “Whoever thinks at 
Trick One wins!!”—whether as Declarer or Defender.
So!—would you have rather declared or defended? ♠

Bridge Books Wanted
Robert Downie

If you have bridge books, magazines, or other materials 
you'd like to sell or dispose of, Robert Downie might be 
interested in buying them. You can call Robert at home 
at 225-3310, email him at robertdownie@juno.com, or 
bring your items to the Bridge House on any Sunday.
Thank you. ♥
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Watch What They Do or 
Don’t
Al Childs

I played this hand on BBO in a world class all star team 
match:

S W N E
1NT P 2♣ P
2♦ P 3NT All Pass

North
♠ Q 10 9 3
♥ K 8 3
♦ 7 6
♣ A K 5 2

South
♠ A 8
♥ A 10 4
♦ A J 9 5
♣ Q J 7 6

Opening lead heart 2, East played the Jack.

Now what. Well, if they play fourth best hearts are 4-3 
and the Queen should be in the West hand. It’s to my 
advantage to lost the trick to West as he cannot attack 
hearts or spades without giving up a trick.

I played only three rounds of clubs ending in dummy. 
This was done so they would have to break a suit when 
I lost the lead. Now I played a diamond to the nine. 
West won the Queen and returned the heart Queen. 
This was a very good play because the only chance to 
beat the contract was to find me with Ace-10 doubleton 
of hearts and make an error. Ace now small spade 
made five.

The heart return marked him with the missing Kings 
and since he had King-Jack-third of spades five was 
easy. If he had only King-third he was on a 
heart/diamond squeeze for five.

West hand:

♠ K J 2
♥ Q 9 6 2
♦ K Q 8
♣ 7 4 3

A Silent Auction—Not
Gordon Campbell

At the recent DeGray Sectional, Jane Dickey opened 
1♦, and saw the following bids by 3 good players: 1♠, 
1♠, Pass. All bids were in quick tempo and nobody 
seemed to be smiling at anything unusual. Jane 
checked her eyes again and fully understood the ethics 
of the situation—the Pass condoned the insufficient bid 
and she was obliged to keep a straight face. Well . . . 
this succeeded for a while—but it was akin to trying to 
stifle a cough while listening to a quiet passage at the 
ASO. It doesn’t work! What did Partner mean to bid?—
Spades or a limit raise cuebid for Diamonds or 
something else? Jane started to become flushed as an 
uncontrollable desire to say something or to laugh 
finally took over. The players at distant end of the room 
must have imagined she was choking on a cookie. It 
was a vision I will cherish—the impeccably dressed 
usually unruffled Jane flung down her glasses as the 
tears rolled down her cheeks as she gasped for breath 
laughing for a couple of long fun minutes. ♦

President’s letter
Art Pfeifer

As the year heads toward the holiday season, I want to 
thank everyone for all the help you have given to our 
club. It looks like this year could turn out to be our best 
year ever, considering table counts, income vs 
expenses and best of all, lots of new fun players have 
joined our club. 

Your Board of Directors has worked hard and smart 
thoughout the year, tackling some really difficult 
subjects. Our spring STaC games were terrific. We 
have another STaC week scheduled in early 
December. Check the club calendar. There is a slight 
new twist to this series of STaC games so be 
forewarned. Your board voted that on limited scheduled 
games, there would be two section games (one limited 
and one open) PROVIDED enough players outside the
limit show up to make a game. So if you want to play, 
make sure your buddies show up. Example: Thursday 
night is limited to 500 or less MP. If you have more than 
500 and wish to play in an “open” game, make sure that 
you gather up eleven other players so as to make a 
game! ♣
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First Place Winners From DeGray
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which I overruffed, and I then played the Jack of 
diamonds, ruffed by declarer and overruffed by Bonnie.
I still had to get my spade King, so that was down two, 
which was plus 500 for us and 10.5 matchpoints on an 
11 top.

Board 14
Dlr: East
Vul: None

♠ J 10 9 2
♥ K J 7 3
♦ A Q 8 2
♣ 8

♠ K 6 4 ♠ A Q 8
♥ 4 ♥ 10 9 8 6 2
♦ 9 7 6 4 ♦ void 
♣ A J 10 9 6 ♣ K Q 5 4 3 

♠ 7 5 3
♥ A Q 5
♦ K J 10 5 3
♣ 7 2

E S W N
1♥ P 1NT* P
2♣ P 3♣ P
5♣ All Pass

* Forcing one round

Opening lead: Club 7

Bonnie showed good judgment on the bidding of this 
hand. My 3♣ bid was just mildly invitational, but even 
though she had “only” 11 HCP, she jumped to the cold 
game. Her 2♣ bid could have been made on a 3-card 
suit, so she knew I had club length and heart shortness, 
which made her hand look extremely good. She won 
the opening lead on the board, gave up a heart, ruffed 
the diamond return, played three rounds of spades and 
cross-ruffed for 12 tricks. Only two pairs our way beat 
our plus 420, so that was another excellent result for 
us.

The last round propelled us to a 75 per cent game and 
first place overall. ♠

Membership Games
There will be 4 Membership Games in December, 
including the game December 10. Point awards at 
these games are based on sectional rating. ♥

Down to the Wire
Gerald Koonce

What a turnout for the Charity Pairs November 20!
Fifteen tables had the Bridge House full.

With one round to go, Bonnie Melchior and I were one 
of two pairs who had 73 per cent games. So it was only 
fitting that the two pairs with the big games played 
against each other the last two boards, with the result 
at the table likely to determine which pair won.

I was West and Bonnie was East.

Board 13
Dlr: N
Vul: Both

♠ A 10 6 4 3
♥ K J 7 6 3 2
♦ Q 6
♣ void

♠ K 9 7 2 ♠ Q
♥ 8 ♥ Q 10 9 5
♦ A J 9 7 ♦ K 3 2
♣ 8 6 5 4 ♣ A K 10 3 2

♠ J 8 5
♥ A 4
♦ 10 8 5 4
♣ Q J 9 7

N E S W
1♠ X 2♠ 2NT
3♠ P P X

All Pass

Opening lead: Club Ace

My 2NT bid asked partner to choose between the 
minors, and my double was a matchpoint penalty 
double. I was pretty sure we could make 3 of a minor, 
which meant we needed to get them for 200 for a good 
result.

Declarer ruffed the opening lead, played a heart to the 
Ace and returned a heart, on which I discarded a club 
(ruffing would have helped declarer, who could now 
escape for down one). He tried to ruff a heart, which I 
overruffed, then played Ace of diamonds and a 
diamond to Bonnie’s King. She returned her last 
diamond, declarer ruffed, tried to trump another heart, 
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Tournament Report
Las Vegas Sectional

• Christine Foy & teammates—5/6 in A/1st in B in 
Swiss (23 teams); 2nd in Flight 0-2000 Swiss (26 
teams)

DeGray Sectional

• Betsy Berry & Ruth Gilliam—4th in A in Side 
Game (26 pairs)

• Barbara Blaine & Jim Gauntt—3rd in A in 299er 
Pairs (28 pairs); 2nd in A in 299er Pairs (6 pairs)

• David Blanchard & Jo Blanchard—6th in A in 
299er Pairs (20 pairs); 1st in A in 299er Pairs (6 
pairs)

• Tom Byarlay, Mike Porta, Robert Tully, & 
teammate—2nd in Bracket 3 Knockout (8 
teams); 2nd in Bracket 3 Knockout (7 teams)

• Gordon Campbell, Jane Dickey, David Siebert, & 
Jack Tidball—1st in Bracket 1 Knockout (6 
teams)

• Norma Campbell & Johnnie Owen—4th in B in 
Side Game (36 pairs); 4/5 in B in Side Game (20 
pairs)

• Judy Chapman, Dick Chapman, Connie 
Ellingson, & Roger Ellingson—1st in Bracket 3 
Knockout (7 teams)

• Ann Clay & Dane Clay—1st in A in Side Game 
(24 pairs)

• Ann Clay, Dane Clay, Peggy Jett, & Bonnie 
Melchior—2nd in Bracket 1 Swiss (8 teams)

• Somers Collins, Jack Tidball, & teammates—2nd 
in Bracket 1 Knockout (6 teams)

• Somers Collins, Lisa Whitbeck, & teammates—
1st in Bracket 3 Knockout (8 teams)

• Tommye Davis, Walter Ely, Carol Holcomb, & 
Diane Lord—3rd in Bracket 2 Swiss (8 teams)

• Camille Ellis, Margaret Mathews, Bobby Morgan, 
& Frances Westermann—2nd in Bracket 2 
Knockout (8 teams)

• Carol Holcomb & Diane Lord—4/5 in B in Side 
Game (20 pairs)

• Peggy Jett & Bonnie Melchior—2/3 in A in Side 
Game (20 pairs)

• Carolyn Johnson & Doyle Johnson—4th in C in 
299er Pairs (26 pairs); 5th in A/1st in B&C in 
299er Pairs (36 pairs); 4th in B/2nd in C in 299er 

Pairs (20 pairs)
• Sandy Jones & Ann Lewis—3rd in B/2nd in C in 

Side Game (20 pairs)
• Margaret Kelly & Liz Parry—2nd in B in Side 

Game (36 pairs)
• Bill Kinneman & Bev Kinneman—2nd in A/1st in 

B in 299er Pairs (10 pairs); 5th in A/3rd in B in 
299er Pairs (28 pairs)

• Gene Marques & Rita Sevall—5th in B/1st in C in 
Side Game (26 pairs)

• Gene Marques, Bill Phillips, Dean Phillips, & Rita 
Sevall—1st in Bracket 3 Swiss (8 teams)

• Sheila Mehaffy & Nancy Tracy—1st in A in 299er 
Pairs (20 pairs)

• Betty Peden, Sheila Mehaffy, Nancy Tracy, &
Jeanne Williams—2nd in Bracket 4 Swiss (8 
teams)

• Dave Neuschwanger, Jim Tucker, Luraette 
Tucker, & Virginia Young—1st in Bracket 4 
Knockout (6 teams)

• Betty Peden, Jeanne Williams, & teammates—
2nd in Bracket 4 Knockout (6 teams)

• Bill Phillips & Dean Phillips—2nd in C in Side 
Game (26 pairs); 6th in B/3rd in C in Side Game 
(40 pairs)

• Deb Phillips & Burla Sims—5th in B in Side 
Game (36 pairs)

• Deb Phillips & partner—3rd in B in Side Game 
(26 pairs)

• Mike Porta & teammates—1st in Bracket 2 Swiss 
(8 teams)

• Terri Schafer & Ralph Vogel—3rd in B in 299er 
Pairs (20 pairs)

• Jane Teed & Sherry Wortsmith—2nd in B/1st in 
C in Side Game (20 pairs) ♦

Deb and Ruth at the Halloween Party. ♣
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
David Cockcroft Somers Collins
Ruth Gilliam Diane Lord
Liz Perry Kay Loss
Bert Turner Deb Phillips

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Directions to 4-H Center
From the intersection of Cantrell Road and Mississippi 
Street:

• Start out going WEST on CANTRELL ROAD (AR
Highway 10). Continue 10.3 miles.

• Turn LEFT onto FERNDALE CUT OFF ROAD
(County Road 41). Continue 5.5 miles.

• Turn RIGHT onto FOUR H WAY (Portions 
unpaved). Continue less than 0.1 mile.

• End at 1 Four H Way, Little Rock 72223.

From the intersection of I-430 and I-630:

• Start out going WEST on FINANCIAL CENTRE 
PARKWAY. Continue 0.3 miles.

• FINANCIAL CENTRE PARKKWAY becomes 
CHENAL PARKWAY. Continue 3.2 miles.

• Bear LEFT onto KANIS ROAD (County Road 
38). Continue 6.4 miles.

• Turn LEFT onto FERNCLIFF ROAD (County 
Road 41). Continue 1.1 miles.

• Turn RIGHT onto FOUR H WAY (Portions 
unpaved). Continue less than 0.1 mile.

• End at 1 Four H Way, Little Rock 72223.

The phone number at the 4-H Center is 821-4444. ♠


