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Newsletter
of the

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
A Zero Tolerance Club

April 2007

G A M E  S C H E D U L E

MONDAY 11:00 A.M.
MONDAY (0–300 & 0–20) * 7:00 P.M.
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0–300) 9:30 A.M.
THURSDAY 11:00 A.M.
THURSDAY (0–500) * 7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY 7:00 P.M.
SATURDAY 12:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M.

*Free mini-lesson at 6:30 p.m.
All games are stratified when possible.

April’s Special Games
Hot Springs Village Tournament—Bridge House 
Closed

Sunday 1st

Unit-wide Championship—85% sectional rated 
black; hand records

Saturday 7th

Club Championship—65% sectional rated black

Monday 9th 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday 18th 0–300
Thursday 26th 7:00 p.m. 0–500

Unit Championship—85% sectional rated black

Tuesday 10th

Club Membership—100% sectional rated black

Monday 23rd 7:00 p.m. 0–20 & 0–300

Master/Novice

Tuesday 24th

May 4–5–6 Little Rock 
Sectional Tournament

Allan Siebert Wins 6th 
National Title
Allan Siebert won the Leventritt Silver Ribbon Pairs at 
the Spring North American Bridge Championships in 
St. Louis. Allan and his partner Alan Stout were in 10th 
place after the qualifying rounds but won by more than 
a full board with a 62.65% first final session and a 
57.36% second final. The four-session contest is 
restricted to members 55 and older who had previously 
qualified to enter. On the all-time list of ACBL 
masterpoint holders, Allan is #23 with almost 27,000.

Outstanding! ♠
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Play analysis: This hand is cut and dried. Declarer 
takes the heart finesse which loses, then calls trumps 
and catches the rest of the tricks. If East’s opening lead 
is not a spade, then he should cash the spade when in 
with the heart king. The clubs appear to be setting up 
for discards if North has the ace. 

Summary: 4♥ by North should catch 11 tricks. ♥

We mourn the 
passing of Lewis Sams

Tournament Report
St. Louis NABC

• Missy McCain & Somers Collins—3rd in C in 
Side Game (40 pairs)

• Suzanne Siebert & partner—6th in A in Open 
Pairs (46 pairs)

• Missy McCain, Somers Collins, Sheila Mehaffy, 
& Gwen Gaston—3/4 in Bracket 8 Knockout (16 
teams); 2nd in Bracket 4 Consolation Knockout 
(6 teams)

• James Gauntt, Barbara Blaine, & teammates—
3rd in Bracket 4 Consolation Knockout (6 teams); 
3rd in Bracket 9 Consolation Compact Knockout 
(8 teams)

• Gordon Campbell & David Siebert—1st in A in 
Fast Pairs (26 pairs)

• Roger Ellingson, Connie Ellingson, Judy 
Chapman, & Dick Chapman—2nd in Bracket 10 
Compact Knockout (13 teams); 3/4 in Bracket 6 
Knockout (12 teams)

• Virginia Young, Skip Henry, & teammates—4th 
in Bracket 10 Compact Knockout (13 teams)

• David Siebert & teammates—3rd in Bracket 1 
Compact Knockout (16 teams)

• Lisa Whitbeck & teammates—3rd in Bracket 10
Consolation Compact Knockout (7 teams)

• Allan Siebert & partner—1st in Leventritt Silver 
Ribbon Pairs (256 pairs)

• Suzanne Siebert & partner—2nd in X in A/X
Pairs (70 pairs)

• Suzanne Siebert & partner—5th in A in Open
Pairs (66 pairs)

• David Siebert, Allan Siebert, & teammates—2nd 
in Bracket 1 Knockout (16 teams)

• Jeanne Lloyd & partner—2nd in A/1st in B in 

Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

VUL E-W
DEALER North

♠ 4
♥ A Q J 9 4 2
♦ K Q 8
♣ A 9 4

♠ K Q J 5 ♠ A 10 7 6 3
♥ 10 8 3 ♥ K 5
♦ J 9 6 ♦ 10 7 5
♣ 8 7 2 ♣ J 6 3

♠ 9 8 2
♥ 7 6
♦ A 4 3 2
♣ K Q 10 5

How do you think auction should go?

Suggested Auction:

N E S W
1♥ P 1NT P
3♥ P 4♥ All Pass

Bid Analysis: South doesn’t have enough points to 
change suits at the two level, so bids 1NT which shows 
6 to a bad 10 HCP, less than 4 spades, and less than 3 
hearts. North jumps to 3♥ showing more than 5 hearts 
and 16–18 points. South has 9 HCP and 2 hearts.
That’s at top of 1NT bid, so bids 4♥, not 3NT.

Your lead? 

Suggested opening lead: spade ace.

Lead analysis: I don’t like any lead. Can’t lead a heart. 
A good rule to follow: NEVER LEAD AWAY FROM A 
JACK IN AN UNBID SUIT AGAINST A SUIT 
CONTRACT UNLESS IT IS TOP OF SEQUENCE. So 
don’t lead a club. A diamond lead is a passive lead and 
the spade ace is an aggressive lead. I like aggressive 
leads, hence the space ace. Another rule to follow:
NEVER LEAD LOW FROM AN ACE AGAINST A SUIT 
CONTRACT. That means if you lead that suit, lead the 
ace, don’t lead low. Aces were built to catch kings, but 
you only have the choice of a spade or a diamond, 
neither one of which is appealing.

Plan your play.
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Senior Pairs (58 pairs); 1st in B in Senior Pairs 
(34 pairs)

• Jane Dickey & Langdon Jones—21st in Red 
Ribbon Pairs (198 pairs)

• Barbara Blaine, Nancy Tracy, & teammates—3/4 
in Bracket 5 Knockout (12 teams)

• Lisa Whitbeck & partner—2nd in A in 
100/200/300 Pairs (22 pairs); 3/4 in A in 299er 
Pairs (32 pairs)

• Lisa Whitbeck & teammates—1st in A in 
100/200/300 Teams (10 teams)

Way to go!
Connie Ellingson and Roger Ellingson are brand-new 
Life Masters. They earned the final smidgen of a gold 
point they needed while playing with Dick and Judy 
Chapman on Saturday, March 10, in a Compact 
Knockout at the St. Louis Nationals. ♦

Ethel Hull
Margaret Mathews

Ethel was honored at the Seniors Game on February 
26th as the oldest player present at the game. She has 
been playing since the 1920’s. She still plays a mean 
game.

Ethel grew up in Brighton, Illinois, a small town near St. 
Louis. The town had a yearly picnic which, like many 
small towns of the era, was very well attended and 
drew people from all over the area. Ethel was allowed 
to attend and in 1927, the same year Charles 
Lindbergh made his transatlantic flight, he was at the 
Brighton picnic giving rides for $1.00. Before Ethel left 
home, her mother asked her to please not ride on the 
back of a motorcycle, and Ethel honored her mother’s 
wishes. Instead, she went up with Lindbergh in his 
plane.

Being claustrophobic, this was the only time Ethel ever 
flew. She traveled the country, but never again by 
plane.

She graduated from William Woods in 1933 and 
Northwestern in 1935 with a B.S. in speech. At William 
Woods girls were not allowed to ride in cars with boys 
without a chaperone, but somehow she managed to 
meet her future husband Craig.

The 1934 World’s Fair was held in Chicago and Ethel 
was hired to do the lighting for the Children’s Theatre. 
Before the fair took place Ethel was contacted and told 
it wouldn’t be possible for her to do this since all 
workers had to be in the union and women weren’t 
allowed to join a union then.

Ethel and Craig were married 50 years before he
passed away 19 years ago. He played bridge, too. 
They had two children; Craig Jr. who lives both in 
Dallas and Savannah, Georgia, and their daughter 
Joyce Glenn who also lives in Savannah. She is also 
blessed with four grandchildren and five great-
grandchildren. ♣

April Board Minutes
Ann Lewis

March 11, 2007. The meeting was called to order by Art 
Pfeifer. Others in attendance were Ann Ferrill, Dick 
Heil, Dave Neuschwanger, Deb Phillips, Diane Lord, 
Rick Lowens, Margaret Mathews, and Ann Lewis.

Dick Heil moved the minutes be approved as published. 
Margaret Mathews seconded the motion. It passed 
unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens gave the Treasurer’s report. He reported a 
net income of $1,136 for February. To date LRDBC has 
244 paid members for 2007. This is slight increase over 
2006.

EDUCATION REPORT

Dick Heil reported 24 people are taking the Diamond 
Series lessons. Six of the people are taking the classes 
for a second time. Therefore, they are getting the 
lessons free.

Dick also stated he is getting at least two calls a week 
requesting beginning bridge lessons.

Art asked if the LRDBC had been reimbursed for the 
lesson ads that ran in the newspaper. The club can 
receive reimbursement from the Unit and ACBL. Art 
asked Dick Heil and Rick Lowens to pursue this matter.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Deb Phillips reported the directors had been instructed 
to put the pot/prize money in the desk drawer and not 
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Little Rock Tournament of Roses
Friday May 4 thru Sunday May 6, 2007

Tournament Schedule
Friday May 4, 2007
10:00 a.m. Bracketed Knockouts (10:00a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m.) 
10:00 a.m. Stratified Open Pairs (Single Session)
2:00 p.m. Stratified Open Pairs (Single Session)
7:30 p.m. Stratified Open Pairs (Single Session)

Saturday May 5, 2007
10:00 a.m. Bracketed Knockouts (10:00a.m., 2:00 p.m., 7:30 p.m.)
10:00 a.m. Stratified Open Pairs (Single Session)
2:00 p.m. Stratified Open Pairs (Single Session)
7:30 p.m. Stratified Open Pairs ((Single Session)

Sunday May 6, 2007
10:00 a.m. Bracketed Swiss teams (10:00 a.m. & TBA) Lunch included
10:00 a.m. 299’er Swiss teams (10:00 a.m. & TBA) Lunch included

A = Unlimited  B = 500 LM–1500  C = 0–500 NLM  D = 0–49 (4 table minimum)
Half-price for 0-49’ers that reserve by May 2nd; E-mail Dick Heil heil@sbcglobal.net
All Events Award Silver Points!
Box Lunches Available for purchase Friday & Saturday 
Evening Hospitality

• The Arkansas 4-H Center offers 92 modern lodging rooms.
• Rooms have a double bed and 2 twin beds.
• All rooms have a private bath and individual heat and air conditioning controls. 
• $50.00 per night (1-4)
• Call 501-821-4444 

Tournament Chair: Somers Collins; email moonhead99@comcast.net; phone 666-4319
Partnerships: Dick Chapman; email rwc2223@comcast.net; phone 225-0585

DIRECTIONS :
From Little Rock/North Little Rock: Cantrell/Highway 10 - and travel west. Follow Highway 10- 8.5 miles from I-430 cross-
over, turn left onto Ferndale Cutoff (West Pulaski Fire Department will be on the right). Follow Ferndale Cutoff 5 miles to stop 
sign in Ferndale. Travel another 1.1 miles on Ferndale Cutoff. The 4-H Center will be on the right. 

From I-430: After crossing the Arkansas River from the north, take the first exit - Cantrell/Highway 10 - and travel west (right). 
Follow Highway 10- 8.5 miles. turn left onto Ferndale Cutoff (West Pulaski Fire Department will be on the right). Follow Ferndale 
Cutoff 5 miles to stop sign in Ferndale. Travel another 1.1 miles on Ferndale Cutoff. The 4-H Center will be on the right. 

From I-630: Stay on I-630 west until the Interstate ends at a stop light at Shackleford Road. Continue through the light. This will 
be Financial Center Parkway and will turn into Chenal Parkway. Travel approximately 2.5 miles on Chenal Parkway and left on 
Kanis Road (after you pass the Kroger store on your left). Travel another 1.4 miles and bear left at the "Y". After 5.4 miles, you 
will get to a 4-way stop at Ferndale. Turn left onto Ferndale Cutoff and travel another 1.1 miles and turn right into the 4-H Center. 
Watch for signs.

From I-30: Exit on Congo Road (in Benton), and travel North. Turn left at the stop sign in Salem. Take a right at the "Y" of 
Mulberry Road and Congo Road. Take a right at the next "Y" of Steel Bridge Road and Congo Road. Continue to the 4-H Center 
which is on the left. Total distance from I-30 is 17 miles. Watch for signs.

4H Telephone (501) 821-4444 See map at the Bridge House
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Somers Collins Ann Ferrill
Diane Lord Gerald Koonce
Kay Loss Margaret Mathews
Deb Phillips Dave Neuschwanger

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

distribute until the game is declared correct by the 
game director.

OLD BUSINESS

Dick Heil moved the matter of purchasing a Duplimate 
machine be put back on the table. Diane Lord 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Dick then 
moved LRDBC buy a Duplimate machine. There was 
no second. Therefore, the motion failed.

NEW BUSINESS

Dick Heil moved LRDBC apply for a sanctioned open 
game on Tuesday stating at 9:30 a.m. Diane Lord 
seconded the motion. Discussion followed. Dick then 
moved this motion be tabled. Deb Phillips seconded the 
motion. This motion passed unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♠

May 4–5–6 Little 
Rock Sectional 

Tournament


