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Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

VUL E-W
DEALER West

♠ A Q 5
♥ Q J 9
♦ J 9 7 6 5
♣ A Q

♠ 10 8 4 2 ♠ K J 9
♥ 8 6 3 2 ♥ 7 4
♦ 4 ♦ Q 10 3 2
♣ 8 5 4 2 ♣ J 10 9 6

♠ 7 6 3
♥ A K 10 5
♦ A K 8
♣ K 7 3

How do you think auction should go? Suggested
Auction:

W N E S
P 1NT P 4NT
P 6NT All Pass

Bid Analysis: The bidding presumes you play Gerber 
4NT (when 4♣ is available to ask for aces) is called a 
quantitative bid asking opener if at the top end of 1NT
opening to bid 6NT. If not, pass. The quantitative bid 
shows 16-17 HCP. North has 16 HCP and a five card 
suit so accepts invitation.

Your lead? Suggested opening lead: club jack

Lead analysis: Top of sequence. You have 7 HCP, so 
partner will have close to 0. Don’t finesse yourself. The 
club should be safe.

Plan your play. Play analysis: Declarer’s sure tricks are 
1 spade, 4 hearts, 2 diamonds, and 3 clubs. Your best 
chance for two extra tricks is diamonds, but you want to 
guard against a bad split. If they are 3-2, you have no 
problem. Play a high diamond from South, cross to 
North in hearts of clubs and lead a low diamond. If East
plays low, play the diamond 8 from South. If West wins 
the ten, then they split 3-2 and the queen will fall. On 
today’s hand, the 8 wins, play the other top diamond 
felling the ten, cross to North and drive out the queen 
and the 5th diamond will be your 12 trick. If East shows 
out on second diamond, play high and finesse West for 

the ten. If diamonds split 5-0, you can still catch 3
diamonds, but will have to try the spade finesse. (NOTE 
East should play second hand low on the second 
diamond. If he plays the ten, then declarer can’t go 
wrong.

Summary 6NT by North should catch 12 tricks. ♣

Tournament Report
Hot Springs Village Sectional

• Art Pfeifer & Diane Tait—2nd in C in Side Game
(46 pairs); 3rd in A/1st in B&C in Side Game (26 
pairs)

• Margaret Kelly & Liz Parry—4/5 in C in Side 
Game (46 pairs); 4th in A/2nd in B&C in Side 
Game (26 pairs)

• John Chapman & Wendy Wheeler—6/8 in C in 
Side Game (46 pairs)

• Peggy Jett & Bonnie Melchior—1st in A in Open 
Pairs (28 pairs)

• Johnnie Owen & Charlotte Davis—4th in B in 
Open Pairs (28 pairs)

• Jo Blanchard & David Blanchard—2nd in C in 
Open Pairs (28 pairs); 5th in A in 299er Pairs (15 
pairs)

• Gwen Gaston & Sheila Mehaffy—5th in A in 
299er Pairs (34 pairs)

• Ralph Vogel & Terri Schafer—3rd in A/2nd in B 
in 299er Pairs (15 pairs); 3rd in A in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs)

• Betty Peden & Nancy Tracy—3rd in B in 299er 
Pairs (15 pairs); 6th in A in 299er Pairs (22 pairs)

• Lew Johnston & Gregg Sterne—4th in B in 299er 
Pairs (15 pairs)

• Jack Tidball, Russ Jones, Ann Ferrill, & Edna 
Savoy—1st in Bracket I Knockout (6 teams)

• David Siebert, Allan Siebert, Dane Clay, Ann 
Clay, & teammate—2nd in Bracket I Knockout (6 
teams); 1st in Bracket I Knockout (7 teams)

• Jane Dickey, Bonnie Fincher, Bill Jones, & 
Norma Campbell—1st in Bracket II Knockout (8 
teams); 2nd in Bracket I Knockout (7 teams)

• Dick Heil, Carl Gray, Dick Chapman, & Judy 
Chapman–1st in Bracket IV Knockout (6 teams); 
2nd in Bracket III Knockout (8 teams)

• Linda Goldsmith, Fran Cockcroft, Ann Lewis, & 
Sherry Wortsmith—2nd in Bracket IV Knockout 
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Some First Place Winners At Hot Springs Village

Art & Diane
Peggy & Bonnie

Jean & Bill
David, Ann, Dane, Bill Cook

Kay & Joyce
Dick, Judy, Dick, & Carl

Bonnie, Jane, Norma, & Bill

Deb, Ann, Burla, & Edna

Jack, Edna, Russ, & Ann

Margaret, Bill & Nancy

Bill, Beverly, Jim, & Barbara
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(6 teams); 2nd in Bracket IV Knockout (8 teams)
• Jean Neal, Bill Cardin, Diana Nagel, & Tom 

Byarlay—1st in Bracket V Knockout (8 teams)
• Jim Gauntt, Barbara Blaine, Bill Kinneman, & 

Beverly Kinneman—2nd in Bracket V Knockout 
(8 teams); 1st in B&C in B/C/D Swiss (26 teams)

• Hildegard Sherman & Rita Sevall—6th in B in 
Side Game (26 pairs)

• Bill Phillips & Dean Phillips—4th in C in Side 
Game (26 pairs); 3rd in B/2nd in C in Side Game 
(26 pairs)

• Bill Kinneman & Beverly Kinneman—2nd in A in 
299er Pairs (22 pairs)

• Bill Mattox & Margaret Lavelle—4th in A in 299er 
Pairs (22 pairs)

• Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—2/3 in B in 299er 
Pairs (22 pairs)

• Peggy Jett & Tommy Davis—5th in A in Open 
Pairs (40 pairs)

• Suzanne Siebert & partner—3rd in A in Side 
Game (26 pairs)

• Joyce Thornton, Kay Loss, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket II Knockout (8 teams); 3rd in A in B/C/D 
Swiss (26 teams)

• Ed Rolle, Bryan Lee Williams, Mira Frosolono, & 
Garland Ferguson–3/4 in Bracket V Knockout (8 
teams)

• Bill Phillips, Dean Phillips, Rita Sevall, & 
Hildegard Sherman—4th in A in B/C/D Swiss (26 
teams)

• Betty Peden, Nancy Tracy, Bill Mattox, & 
Margaret Lavelle—4th in B/1st in C in B/C/D 
Swiss (26 teams)

• David Siebert, Bonnie Melchior, Dane Clay, Ann 
Clay, Gerald Koonce, & teammate—1st in A in 
A/X Swiss (20 teams)

• Rick Lowens, Elaine Lowens, Tommye Davis, & 
Peggy Jett—5th in A in A/X Swiss (20 teams)

• Ann Ferrill, Burla Sims, Edna Savoy, & Deb 
Phillips—6/7 in A/1st in X in A/X Swiss (20 
teams)

• Mike Compton, Langdon Jones, & teammates—
2nd in X in A/X Swiss (20 teams) ♦

Bridge House Closed for 
Tournament of Roses

May 4, 5, and 6.

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Nashville, TN, July 19–29
San Francisco, CA, November 22–December 2
Detroit, MI, March 6–16

Regionals
New Orleans, LA, May 22–28
Tunica, MS, September 24–30
Biloxi, MS, January 28–February 3
Mobile, AL, March 31–April 6
Shreveport, LA, March 31–April 6

Sectionals
Little Rock, AR, May 4–6
Birmingham, AL, May 17–20
District 10 STaC, June 18–24
Metairie, LA, July 5–8
Baton Rouge, LA, July 12–15
Lake Charles, LA, August 2–5
Birmingham, AL, August 3–4, 299er
Huntsville, AL, August 10–12
Tupelo, MS, August 24–26
Nashville, TN, August 24–26, 299er
Metairie, LA, October 5–7, 299er
Oxford/Anniston, AL, October 12–14
Mobile, AL, October 26–28
Shreveport, LA, October 26–28
Birmingham, AL, November 1–4
Nashville, TN, November 1–4, 299er
Lake DeGray, AR, November 2–4
Baton Rouge, LA, November 2–4, 0–NLM
Huntsville, AL, November 9–11
Metairie, LA, November 8–11
Baton Rouge, LA, December 6–9
Metairie, LA, January 3–6
Vicksburg, MS, January 11–13
Nashville, TN, February 29–March 3
Huntsville, AL, March 28–30

Unit 161 North American Pairs Qualifying, B&C
Hot Springs Village, AR, October 27

April Board Minutes
Ann Lewis

April 10, 2007. The meeting was called to order by Art 
Pfeifer. Others in attendance were Ann Ferrill, Diane 
Lord, Kay Loss, Margaret Mathews, Ann Lewis, Deb 



May 2007 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 7

NEW BUSINESS

An email was sent to the Board by Jane Dickey 
concerning the Unit 161 team championship game. It 
was decided the Board did not have enough time at this 
meeting to fully discuss this matter. Diane Lord moved 
this item be tabled. Margaret Mathews seconded this 
motion, and it passed unanimously.

LITTLE ROCK BRIDGE TOURNAMENT

Somers Collins reported the entry fee will be $10 per 
session. There will be a $2 charge for a sack lunch 
(sandwich, chips, and grapes). Club members will be 
asked to make cookies, brownies, etc for desserts.
Coffee, tea, and water will be served free. Vicki 
Scanlon and Margie France are in charge of the 
beverages and food. Club members will also be asked 
to make or buy bakery quality muffins and/or breads to 
serve before the morning games. Beer, wine, and 
popcorn will be served after the afternoon session.

The tournament will be held in Cabe Hall, the building 
where the club Christmas party was held.

Mike Compton will get the tables, chairs, and bid boxes 
from Hot Springs. Joyce Thornton is in charge of 
signage and Dick Chapman is in charge of the 
partnership desk. Diane Lord is handling the 
registration.

Corky’s Bar B Q will cater lunch on Sunday for the 
Swiss team game. Margaret Kelly is handling this 
luncheon.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♥

Phillips, Gerald Koonce, Margaret Kelly, Rick Lowens,
and Somers Collins.

Ann Lewis read the minutes of the last meeting. A 
correction was made changing “stating” to “starting” 
under New Business. Ann Ferrill moved the minutes be 
approved as corrected. Margaret Mathews seconded 
the motion, and it passed unanimously.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Art said a member suggested the club purchase a hot 
water circulating pump. There was discussion, but no 
action was taken.

Gordon Campbell has offered to give lessons for 
intermediate to advance players. He is suggesting two 
lessons a week for four weeks. He will charge for the 
lessons but will donate the fee to the LRDBC. It was 
suggested the lessons be held on Tuesdays and 
Fridays starting at 5:00 p.m. and ending at 6:30 p.m.
Margaret Kelly offered to make food for the Tuesday 
lessons. Art will discuss this matter with Gordon and 
report back at the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS

Connie Ellingson asked the board to add another 
daytime game on Tuesday mornings starting at 9:00 or 
9:30. She has sent around a sign-up sheet and is 
confident there would be 4 to 5 tables. Margaret 
Mathews moved the LRDBC have a sanctioned open 
game on Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. This game would not 
start until the second Tuesday in May. Kay Loss 
seconded the motion. Margaret Kelly stated she would 
have to apply to ACBL to have this game sanctioned.
After discuss, the motion passed unanimously.

Ann Lewis read an email from Bryan Lee Williams 
asking for more teaching time on Master/Novice night.
The Board discussed this matter and made several 
suggestions. Deb Phillips will talk to the director of this 
game about the suggestions. Deb did state the 
Master/Novice game is stratified so the master/novice 
team is in the “B” flight and all others are in the “A” 
flight.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens gave the Treasurer’s report. He reported 
table count was down in March. The LRDBC did make 
a profit of $860 in March.

Diana Nagel is a brand-new Life 
Master. Outstanding!
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Somers Collins Ann Ferrill
Diane Lord Gerald Koonce
Kay Loss Margaret Mathews
Deb Phillips Dave Neuschwanger

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

The Bridge House Declared 
Tax Exempt
In 2003, Dane Clay spearheaded an effort to create 
“The Bridge House” for the purpose of providing 
“instruction and training of adult individuals for the 
purpose of developing, improving, and extending their 
mental capabilities of memory and logic through their 
senior years, by presenting formal instruction, training, 
and practice of competitive duplicate contract bridge in 
a single facility with regular instructors, courses, 
instructional materials, library, and practice area.”

Dane applied to the IRS to have The Bridge House 
officially recognized as a 501(c)(3) entity, which means 
that contributions to The Bridge House are tax 
deductible. After almost 4 years of doggedly pursuing 
the IRS, Eureka!!!!! Dane won!!!! On April 6, 2007, the 
IRS issued a determination letter informing us that The 
Bridge House is exempt from federal income tax under 
section 501(c)(3). 

Without Dane’s skill and determination, this would
never have happened.

Hurray for Dane!!!!!!!!!!! ♠








