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Louise and Judge Harry Robinson, Sieg and Mildred 
Siebert, and John Chaney.

I don’t remember exactly when Mother started playing 
duplicate, but I do remember riding with her and her 
friends to bridge tournaments. Up until I was 15½ I 
usually sat in the back seat and listened to the bridge 
hands. Mother’s sense of direction was suspect and 
there were times we were going south instead of west. I
do remember Daddy letting me skip school in April of 
1951, so I could drive Mother, Thelma, and Lillian to a 
duplicate tournament in New Orleans. This was his way 
on insuring that we would get there safely and on time.

I also remember that the first City of Roses Tournament 
was held here in Little Rock at the Lafayette Hotel 
ballroom in 1951. A friend and I wore long dresses, 
carrying a wicker basket of long-stemmed roses that we 
handed out to each lady player. Saturday night after the 
last session there was a cocktail-party and dance. It 
was a very dressy affair.

Sunday, after the tournament play ended, a banquet 
was held and silver trophies (from goblets to large 
platters) were given to the winners. Usually a talk was 
given by professional players such as Helen Sobel or 
Charlie Goren and they would make humorous 
comments about this tournament and other 
tournaments that they had attended. They would also 
assist in the presentation of the trophies. Directors for 
this first tournament were Joe Matthews and his wife, 
Louise, of Dallas. Al Sobel also directed a number of 
early tournaments. In later years, the tournaments were 
held at the Marion Hotel.

Mother was always interested in encouraging the game 
of bridge. Sandra Crawford, one of our current club 
members, and I took bridge lessons from Mother in 
1947. There were 2 to 3 tables and we were all in the 
7th grade. She taught bridge to all ages. Flo Franklin 
was one of her students.. On Sunday afternoons, she 
directed duplicate games at the Albert Pike hotel. 
Games on Tuesday evenings were also held.

In 1953, I went off to college and a new driver had to be 
found. Dane Clay stepped up to the plate and began 
squiring Mother and her bridge buddies to tournaments 
in various cities.

On Wednesday evenings in the mid-l950’s, Mother 
taught bridge in Searcy, Arkansas accompanied by 

Molly Spitzberg (Molly made sure Mother arrived on 
time and didn’t get lost). Mother was always happy to 
see young people get interested in duplicate bridge and 
she often mentioned the Siebert boys, David and Allan. 
Dr. Bing Cosgrove and Curt Finch were other young 
players whose parents had been active in duplicate 
bridge.

Mother became a Life Master in 1958. In the ACBL 
records, she is listed as the 1,808th person to become 
a Life Master. She is listed as Mrs. Benton Brandon, 
Player Number L667723.

On three different occasions during the late 50’s and 
early 60’s, she was a guest instructor teaching bridge 
on a Norwegian Cruise Line.

In the early 1960’s, Dane Clay and his wife, Ann, 
continued to drive Mother to bridge tournaments. One 
time, Dane was in St. Louis on business. Ann and 
Mother drove up from Little Rock and joined him at a 
bridge tournament. Ann drove, but Mother navigated—
needless to say, they got lost. It didn’t take Dane long 
to figure out why Daddy didn’t want Mother to drive.

Also during this time, Peggy Jett got the duplicate bug 
and is still a very active member and director in our 
club. One of her playing partners was Tommye Davis.

The Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club finally found a 
place of its own. The original bridge house on Durwood 
was opened in the late 1960’s.

Mother passed away in 1972 at age 59. I’m sure she 
has found new bridge-buddies and duplicate 
tournaments to play in. I still miss her every day.

P.S. My husband, Roger, and I became Life Masters in 
March, 2007 at the Nationals in St. Louis. We are 
teaching our grandchildren to count using a deck of 
cards in hopes that they too will become Life Masters in 
the Bridge World. ♥

Memorials to The Bridge 
House
A contribution has been made to The Bridge House in 
memory of Jeanne Williams by Burla Sims.

Contributions to The Bridge House are tax deductible to 
the extent allowed by law. ♦
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Celebrating victory at City Hall, Tuesday, July 10.

Let’s Start Thinking About 
Giving
Diane Lord

The idea of owning rather than renting is so exciting. I 
remember how I felt when we bought our first home 
thirty-eight years ago. I was so proud and wanted 
everything perfect—I also lost a lot of sleep worrying 
about paying for it. I have those same feelings now 
about our new Bridge House.

In the next weeks, we will kick off the fund raising 
campaign for our new building. Each of us will be 
deciding how much we can give. It is my hope that 
everyone shares my excitement and will find a way to 
be generous with his gift. The amount of money 
committed by you, our members, will determine what 
we can build.

Do you all remember the big glass pickle jars—when 
we bought individual pickles at the movie theater? My 
granddad had one of those jars on his bedroom chest 
of drawers. When Papa Shirley came home from work, 
he’d take off his suit and dress more comfortably. Each 

night as he changed clothes, he’d take all his pocket 
change and put it in the pickle jar. When Bill and I 
arrived for a visit, it was always a huge deal. We’d 
empty the jar, stack all the money on the dining room
table, count it, and put it in paper rolls. After we took the 
rolls to the bank, we got to buy something with the 
money. I think the lesson was to save just a little bit 
each day and after a short time one could buy 
something big.

I think the pickle jar theory also applies to giving. If we 
each decide to set aside an amount everyday (you 
could even put it in a pickle jar!), at the end of the 
campaign it could be a nice donation to our capital 
campaign. For instance, if one put a dollar a day in the 
jar at the end of one year it would be $365, or after two 
years it would be $730, or for three years $1,095! That 
$1 a day could mean buying one’s coffee at 
McDonald’s for $1 instead of Starbucks for lots more.

As you consider your donation, please put as much as 
possible in your pickle jar. With your generosity, we’ll 
be able to build a beautiful building that we will all enjoy 
and be proud to own. ♣
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Master–Novice Challenge
Bryan Lee “BebopKid” Williams

When I arrived at the Bridge House at about 6:20 p.m. 
on the evening of July 24 for the Master–Novice game, 
Ann Ferrill was there to greet me. I chatted with her and 
as 6:30 came and went, we wondered if we'd have 
enough players for a game tonight. How dare ACBL 
schedule a National event in Nashville during our 
Master–Novice Night!

When Mary Schneider walked in with her free play won 
on a previous Thursday night with her regular partner, 
Richard Kalkbrenner, the table count came to 1 and a 
half. It wasn’t looking so good for bridge fans. She was 
worried that she and Kalkbrenner might have to go 
home without playing. She called to warn him, but got 
his voice mail.

When the always smiling Kalkbrenner came in the door, 
he brought good luck with him. By 6:55, we had 3 and a 
half tables, so Ann Ferrill called Jan Trotter to play as 
her partner to make the table count even.

As I sat down at the first table, one opponent 
commented that Schneider and Kalkbrenner, both 
being novices, might have more fun if they each played 
with a master, as there were some masters paired 
together that night. But then she decided we just should 
hope they come in first. Well, second.

Though our two novices had played bridge before, they 
have been playing duplicate together since 2004 when 
Schneider convinced Kalkbrenner to come to the 
Bridge House. Kalkbrenner “had never seen a bidding 
box, had never seen travelers, had never seen a 
scorecard, and had no clue how to keep score or how 
to move from table to table” when Schneider and he 
played their first round together. As of July 10, 2007, 
the two were still in the 49er group, but—just like in 
2004—they weren't intimidated, not even by the heavy-
hitting masters from Tuesday night.

We played a Howell Movement with 4–board rounds.
After 28 boards were played by all, and dust settled 
from around the Schneider–Kalkbrenner team, the 
“novice” pair had 9 solid top boards, 2 ties for top, 3 
average plus boards, and 5 straight average boards.
That is an impressive 19 out of 28 boards scoring 
average or above. Schneider and Kalkbrenner, humble 

as ever, took their first-place 57.7% game and left in 
triumph.

Is there a moral to this story? Yes, several.

Bridge is fun. Don’t be intimidated. Join in the fun on 
Master–Novice night.

Richard told me the best thing about duplicate bridge 
“is the wonderful people this game attracts that he has 
been blessed to meet and get to know over the bridge 
table.”

I hope you congratulate Mary and Richard on their fine 
performance. I hope to see 16 full tables next Master–
Novice Night. I hope you get to know masters and 
novices alike over the bridge table. The challenge is 
made. ♥

July Board Minutes
Ann Lewis

July 8, 2007. The meeting was called to order by Art 
Pfeifer. Others in attendance were Dave 
Neuschwanger, Margaret Mathews, Margaret Kelly, 
Kay Loss, Diane Lord, and Ann Lewis.

The minutes of the special membership meeting held 
July 17, 2007, were read. The Board of Directors 
minutes from the June 10, 2007, meeting were
published in the Newsletter. Kay Loss moved the Board 
approved the minutes of both meetings. Margaret 
Mathews seconded the motion and the motion passed 
unanimously.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Art stated he had attended a meeting in Jim 
Hathaway’s office to go over the points that will be 
made at the City Board of Director’s meeting on July 
10, 2007. The speakers for the Little Rock Bridge 
House will be Jim Hathaway, Curtis Finch, the Pastor of 
Highlands Baptist Church, and a neighborhood man. 
Art asked the Board members to attend the City Board 
meeting.

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly has received a notice from the Unit 161 
Nominating Committee asking for nominations for Vice 
President and Position 2.

Margaret stated there are no more STaC games 
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Suggested opening lead: Ace of hearts unless you play 
king from A–K.

Lead analysis: Safe lead top of sequence.

Play analysis: When dummy comes down, what should 
South play at trick 2 considering partner played heart 9. 
I might misread it, but would consider the diamond ten 
at trick two before leading a club. The clubs may set up 
for a discard.

Based on auction declarer should finesse South for 
spade queen, North for diamond king, and South for 
king and queen of clubs. Sometimes, I’m wrong, but 
play the percentages.

Listen to the auction. If South plays diamond at trick 
two, declarer wins jack and finesse club at trick 3, 
South splitting honors. Win club ace and play low club 
from dummy. Two clubs in dummy are now high. South 
should cash the other heart and exit with a club for
partner to ruff to cut down on declarer’s ability to sluff 
losers on clubs when trumps are called (NOTE: on the 
club North played 7 and 5 to show doubleton). Declarer 
now calls trumps with 2 rounds. Sluff a diamond on club 
and trump 2 hearts. Lose 2 hearts and 1 club.

Catch 2 diamonds, 2 clubs, ruff 1 club and 1 diamond in 
East, and 4 other spade tricks. We didn’t bid enough on 
our 20 points. Just kidding. ♣

Tournament Report
Tulsa Regional

• David Siebert & teammates—2nd in Bracket 1 
Knockout (9 teams); 3rd in A in Swiss Teams (48 
teams); 1st in Bracket 1 Knockout (10 teams); 2nd 
in Bracket 1 Knockout (9 teams); 2nd in Bracket 1 
Compact Knockout (10 teams); 1st in A in Stratified 
Swiss (49 teams)

• Jane Dickey, Bonnie Fincher, Margaret Mathews, & 
Barbara Miles—3/4 in Bracket 2 Knockout (14 
teams)

• Dick Chapman, Judy Chapman, Rita Sevall, & Dean 
Phillips—2nd in Bracket 3 Knockout (15 teams); 3rd 
in C in Swiss Teams (48 teams); 3/4 in Bracket 3 
Knockout (12 teams)

• Norma Campbell & partner—5th in A/2nd in B in 
Side Game (28 pairs)

• Jim Gauntt & Barbara Blaine—3rd in C in Side 

scheduled for 2007. She will try to find other districts 
that are going to have STaC in October or November 
and see if the LRDBC can join them. Margaret will also 
check to see if all member clubs of Unit 161 would have 
to participate.

Name tags will be discussed at the August Board 
meeting.

NEW BUSINESS

Diane Lord moved the LRDBC raise the playing fee a 
$1.00 a game (fee would be $4.50), starting Monday, 
July 16, 2007. Kay Loss seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. It is noted the Chair voted 
in favor of this motion.

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned. ♠

Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

VUL: None
DLR: West

♠ 7 4 3
♥ Q J 9
♦ K 9 8 3 2
♣ 7 5

♠ A 10 9 6 ♠ K J 8 2
♥ 3 2 ♥ 8 7 5 4
♦ Q 6 4 ♦ A J 5
♣ A J 10 2 ♣ 9 8

♠ Q 5
♥ A K 10 6
♦ 10 7
♣ K Q 6 4 3

How do you think auction should go? Suggested
Auction:

W N E S
P P P 1♣
P 1♦ P 1♥
P P 1♠ 2♣

2♠ All Pass

Bid Analysis: There are lots of reasonable choices by 
all four players on this hand. East could pass 1♥. South 
could pass 1♠. West could pass or double 2♣. If West 
doubles 2♣, North could go back to 2♥.
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Game (13 pairs)
• Bill Jones, Jack Tidball, & teammates—7th in A/1st 

in B in Swiss (48 teams)
• Beverly Kinneman & Bill Kinneman—3rd in A/1st in 

B&C in Side Game (18 pairs)
• Margaret Mathews, Barbara Miles, Norma 

Campbell, & teammate—2nd in B in Evening Swiss 
(12 teams)

Des Moines Regional

• Karen Anderson & partner—3rd in B in Side Game 
(18 pairs); 4th in B/1st in C in Side Game (17 pairs)

Nashville NABC

• Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—1st in A&B in 299er
Pairs (38 pairs)

• Deb Phillips, Norma Campbell, & teammates—2nd 
in Bracket VI Knockout (8 teams)

• Beverly Kinneman, Bill Kinneman, & teammates—
5th in A in 100/200/300 Swiss (13 teams)

• Jim Tucker, Luraette Tucker, John Chapman, & Dick 
Heil—1st in Bracket 12 Knockout (16 teams)

• Russ Jones & partner—26th in Bruce LM–5000 
Pairs (168 pairs)

• Sheila Mehaffy & Gwen Gaston—2nd in A in 
100/200/300 Pairs (42 pairs)

• Sheila Mehaffy, Diane Lord, Sherry Wortsmith, & 
Gwen Gaston—5th in C in Stratified Board-a-Match 
(68 teams); 2nd in Bracket IX Knockout (16 teams); 
1st in Bracket V Consolation Knockout (8 teams); 
2/3 in B, 2nd in C in Swiss (67 teams)

• Doyle Johnson & Carolyn Johnson—2/3 in AB&C in 
100/200/300 Pairs (23 pairs)

• David Siebert, Allan Siebert, & teammates—6th in 
Truscott/USPC Senior Swiss (84 teams)

• Russ Jones & teammates—1st in Bracket 3 
Knockout (8 teams); 2nd in Bracket III Knockout (13 
teams)

• Jane Dickey, Bonnie Fincher, Mike Compton, &
Langdon Jones—5/8 in 0–1500 Mini-Spingold (41 
teams)

• Langdon Jones & Mike Compton—6th in B in Side 
Game (92 pairs)

• Somers Collins & Bill Jones—4/5 in C in Side Game 
(79 pairs)

• Mike Porta & teammates—2nd in 
Intermediate/Novice Swiss (8 teams)

• Bill Kinneman, Barbara Blaine, Beverly Kinneman, & 

Nancy Tracy—2nd in Bracket 11 Knockout (16 
teams)

• Somers Collins, Fran Cockcroft, Bill Jones, & Clete
Judkins—1st in Compact Consolation Bracket 
Knockout (8 teams)

• Mike Porta & partner—2nd in A in 100/200/300 
Pairs (12 pairs)

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
San Francisco, CA, November 22–December 2
Detroit, MI, March 6–16
Las Vegas, NV, July 7–17

Regionals
Tunica, MS, September 24–30
Biloxi, MS, January 28–February 3
Mobile, AL, March 31–April 6
Shreveport, LA, March 31–April 6

Sectionals
Lake Charles, LA, August 2–5
Birmingham, AL, August 3–4, 299er
Huntsville, AL, August 10–12
Tupelo, MS, August 24–26
Nashville, TN, August 24–26, 299er
Metairie, LA, October 5–7, 299er
Oxford/Anniston, AL, October 12–14
Mobile, AL, October 26–28
Shreveport, LA, October 26–28
Birmingham, AL, November 1–4
Nashville, TN, November 1–4, 299er
Lake DeGray, AR, November 2–4
Baton Rouge, LA, November 2–4, 0–NLM
Huntsville, AL, November 9–11
Metairie, LA, November 8–11
Baton Rouge, LA, December 6–9
Metairie, LA, January 3–6
Vicksburg, MS, January 11–13
Nashville, TN, February 29–March 3
Huntsville, AL, March 28–30

Unit 161 North American Pairs Qualifying, B&C
Hot Springs Village, AR, October 27
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Somers Collins Ann Ferrill
Diane Lord Gerald Koonce
Kay Loss Margaret Mathews
Deb Phillips Dave Neuschwanger

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Barbara Blaine is a new 
Life Master. Way to go!


