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Newsletter
of the

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
A Zero Tolerance Club

October 2007

G A M E  S C H E D U L E

MONDAY 11:00 A.M.
MONDAY (0–300 & 0–20) 7:00 P.M.
TUESDAY 9:30 A.M.
TUESDAY 7:00 P.M.
WEDNESDAY (0–300) 9:30 A.M.
THURSDAY 11:00 A.M.
THURSDAY (0–500) 7:00 P.M.
FRIDAY 7:30 P.M.
SATURDAY 12:30 P.M.
SUNDAY 1:30 P.M.

Allan’s Awesome 4X Party
Ready for fun, food, music, and a good time? Then 
come to Allan Siebert’s party for all bridge players at 44 
Chenal Circle on Saturday, October 6, 8:00 p.m. till ?

Bring your close friend, spouse, or other relative if you 
so desire.

Yes, we know the Razorbacks are playing in town that 
night, but it will probably be a blowout so leave early, 
avoid the traffic, and come over afterwards. We’ll be 
expecting you around 9:00.

èAs an added push to obtain our goal for the new 

building all new donations to The 
Bridge House given at the party will 
be quadrupled by a private party!ç

Please do not feel obligated to give, as many of you 
have already been very generous toward this project. 
Just come and enjoy the party. We’re going to keep it 
very much on the QT who gives or not because we 
don’t you to feel pressured at all.

See you at the party! ♠

Internet Bridge—
Reflections After 2 Years
Jim Gauntt

Two years ago, I had an article in the Newsletter about 
Internet Bridge. At that time I knew relatively few Little 
Rock players who were taking advantage of what is an 
incredible resource. Since that time, many members 
have started playing and accumulating significant 
master points online. At least one of our members has 
well over 100 MP’s online.

This will be the first of two articles updating that earlier 
piece. First, we’ll talk about the basics of getting 
started, and then, in a later installment, move to some 
topics to help those who’ve been playing for awhile. 
The discussion will be oriented to the Internet Bridge 
on Bridge Base Online—“BBO”. That site seems to 
have become the primary one, with over 10,000 users 
online at times.

Note—I am by no means an expert in using BBO, and 
welcome suggestions and questions. Nothing will 
replace a thorough investigation of the different links 
available on BBO and on its internet website, 
www.bridgebase.com.

(Bridge Base Online is a free site, run by Fred 
Gittleman. Fred is a world-class player and a computer 
geek who has been called the Bill Gates of Computer 
Bridge. His “bridge engine” drives the free bridge 
software from the ACBL, and is used in several bridge 
learning programs, in addition to driving the playing 
side of BBO.)

How do I get started?

Go to the website for BBO (www.bridgebase.com) and 
download and install the special software available 
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(free!) there. While you are at the download site, take 
time to read (at least) the Sections called “Intro,”
“Features,” and “FAQ” (Frequently Asked Questions). 
Note also the link at the top of the screen for “Hand 
Records.” Click on that link and “bookmark” the page 
you find there. You can download “bridge movies” of 
the hands you play, the travelers for those hands, and 
even bridge movies of others playing the same boards.

Once installed, the BBO software detects your Internet 
connection and uses it to access the website 
independent of your Internet browser. On the initial 
screen, click “Register” to set up your screen name and 
password. Make your screen name as creative as you 
want. Enter a password you can remember, but make 
life easier by checking the box to remember your 
password so you won’t have to keep entering it. Fill in 
the first screen of your profile and check the box that 
allows your profile to be seen by others. For real name, 
I suggest you use your first name or nickname. Use the 
email field for your general approach or any other use 
you want, and in the “other” field you may want to show 
the “gadgets” you prefer to use. Note that your profile 
does not replace a convention card. (More on that in a 
later article.) 

Skill level is self-assigned and frequently misleading. 
As a guideline, if you play the Monday 0–20 game 
select “novice”, if you play in the Monday or 
Wednesday 299er and score occasionally select 
“beginner,” if you score regularly in the Thursday night 
game, move to “intermediate,” and if you’ve graduated 
to the open games select “advanced.” Beyond that, let 
your conscience and your ego be your guide. (There 
are advantages to classifying yourself as intermediate 
or lower; I’ll discuss that in the next installment.) 

The first time you hook-up, you’ll be greeted by a 
“welcome” screen. Follow its advice and read the 
associated screens carefully. When you’re through, 
close the screen and look at your desktop. The upper 
left panel shows the activities you can select from, the 
upper right displays players based on your choice, and 
the bottom is the chat window. Now, find the “options” 
button at the lower left corner of the right panel and 
click on it. A list of choices is displayed. For now, 
“select members to display” and click on “show all 
members”. The right hand panel will immediately fill up 
with those members now online. The display will be 

constantly refreshing as members enter and leave 
BBO. Note that “More Options” will allow you to change 
your profile and to adjust your screen display as you 
become more comfortable with BBO.

You will eventually want to explore all the options in the 
left hand panel. For now, these are probably most 
important:

“Click to play or watch bridge” will take you to a number 
of options for playing or kibitzing. You’ll probably start in 
the “Main Bridge Club” where you can play for fun at no 
cost. 

“ACBL Masterpoint Tournaments” will allow you to play 
sanctioned ACBL games at almost any time of the day. 
On that screen “update your ACBL number” so your 
points are recorded (each month), and buy some 
Bridge Base Dollars—each game costs $1. Explore the 
other links on this page at your leisure. 

“Useful Links and Information” allows you to read the 
“rules of this site”, and you will want to look at “Bridge 
Base Standard,” the discussion of bidding systems. 
You’ll find it easiest to use BBO if you conform to one of 
two bidding systems—Bridge Base Basic or Bridge 
Base Advanced. Basic is Standard American and 
Advanced is a 2/1 system with a common set of 
gadgets.

The “Help” link will take you to a world of info on BBO. 
Use it frequently.

Finally, “help me find a game” will take you directly to a 
table in the Main Bridge Club where you can begin 
using your newly acquired knowledge pretty much any 
time of the day or night.

If you’ve used the ACBL Learn-to-Play-Bridge software, 
the Mike Lawrence packages, or any other package 
using the “bridge engine” you are already familiar with 
the interface. When it is your turn to bid, you will see a 
bidding box, and when it is your turn to play, you can 
select the card you wish to play. If you’re unsure what 
to do, kibitz some play in the Main Bridge Club to get a 
feel for how the flow of play works.

How does Internet bridge compare with club 
games?

There are some differences that become very logical:

continued on page 4
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• The bidding is shown during the play of the hand, 
so you can always refer to it.

• You can’t play or bid out of turn, and you can’t 
renege. You also can’t make an insufficient bid.

• In the ACBL games there are no “un-do”s—if you 
miss-click on a card to play or a bid, you’re stuck!

• The program keeps track of tricks taken and the 
scoring.

• At the end of each rotation, you immediately see 
the matchpoint or IMP score you earned.

• The rotations are timed—if your play is slow, an 
incomplete hand starts with an average score. 
You (or your opponents) can appeal to the 
tournament director if the result would be 
obvious and request an adjustment to the score. 
(Some players will “slow-play” a board where 
they might get a bad score.)

• Bids are self-alerting. You or your opponents can 
request an explanation of any bid (except for 
your partner’s) if it is not clear. The partner of the 
questioned bid cannot see either the alert or the 
explanation.

• When you are dummy, the program does 
everything for you. That’s a good time to get a 
drink, snack, or whatever.

Why do you play on the Internet?

For a couple of very important reasons:

• Convenience. I can sit down and play a game in 
less than 90 minutes on a day or at a time when I 
can’t play at the Bridge House. I can then 
resume my other activities.

• Learning. BBO saves every hand in a database. 
At the end of a game I can see the bidding and 
play of each hand I played. By going through it a 
trick at a time, I can see just where and how I 
could have done something different (read that 
better). BBO includes a tool called “GIB”—
Ginsburg Intelligent Bridge—that can show 
winning and losing lines of play for the player on 
lead (offense or defense) at each trick. I can also 
see the traveler for the game showing each 
result for all the pairs who played the board. 
From the traveler, I can also download the 

“bridge movie” for someone who had a better 
result to see how the hand might have been bid 
or played better. 

There are many other benefits—partnership bidding 
tables to practice with a new or current partner, a 
Beginner/Intermediate lounge where there are free 
lesson sessions, and Vu-graph showings of major 
international tournaments, but those topics will have to 
wait for a later article. ♥

Building Committee Report
The Building Committee met Wednesday, September 
19, but ran out of time before everyone had an 
opportunity to speak or any decisions could be made. 
More meetings will be scheduled following the Tunica 
Regional Tournament for the Committee to get back 
together to discuss the new building.

There are several issues:

1. How many square feet do we want to build

2. How much will it cost to build per square foot 
including all the extra costs associated with the 
construction

3. Estimated operating costs of the new building

4. Income, taking into account our recent playing 
fee increase

Committee members have presented various opinions 
about space needs, building quality, income 
projections, operating costs, and building costs.

Committees can be cumbersome but it is important for 
the future of The Bridge House and our club to sort 
these issues out and proceed forward. Everyone in the 
club is excited about the building, but there are wildly 
divergent views on almost all of the major issues. The 
Committee is committed to working this out and then 
presenting its ideas to the club for input and approval.

Right now the Committee is planning to talk to at least 2
contractors to discuss the building and how they charge 
for a project. However, before contractors can begin to 
talk price, we will need specifications written down for 
them to look at. We have to decide slab/crawl space; 
carpet/tile; brick, rock, hardy plank; ceiling height, how 
many toilets in bathrooms; how many sinks; tile in what 
areas; carpet allowance; type and amount of insulation; 
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etc. We will write also that we want utilities moved to 
location site, parking lot resurfaced, old building demo, 
etc. We won't talk about square feet or floor plans yet, 
just the type of structure that is needed. Committee 
members are going to work on a list of specifications for 
pricing purposes.

Anyway, lots to consider. We want to move forward as 
quickly as possible, but we certainly want to be prudent 
with our members’ money and their trust.

The Committee is working on answers and as soon as 
we have something concrete we will share it with the 
membership. ♣

Our HUGE Garage Sale
Ann Lewis

HIP, HIP HOORAY, The Huge Sale was a HUGE 
success—over $5,000 raised for our new building!!

Many, many thanks to all our members who brought 
items, priced them, and then helped put them out for 
sale. Our Bridge House was overflowing with 
“goodies”—we even had to use the parking lot.

Thanks to lots of members:

Our Pricing “gurus”—Betsy Berry, Marian Belew, and 
Ruth Gilliam, our jewelry expert extraordinaire.

Our pick-up guys—Lew Johnston and Jim Gauntt

Check-out gals—Jan Trotter and Joyce Thornton, who 
collected every penny at the sale.

Signs—Joyce Thornton and Glazers Distributors for 
making the signs and Art Pfeifer, who placed the signs 
at 6:00 a.m.

Our Book Lady—Bobby Morgan, who arranged our 
book area, including CD’s and VHS’s. We had over 
1,000 books!!

Tables—Many thanks to Karen Proetz, who loaned us 
5 tables, and to her wonderful mother and brother who 

delivered them.

Newspaper Ad—Gregg Sterne, who helped with the ad 
and gave us a good spot in the newspaper.

Food for the workers—Vicki Scanlon and Ann Ferrill for 
the delicious cakes; Art Pfeifer and Mike Compton for 
the warm donuts. 

The Thursday night players for getting the Bridge 
House ready for the sale.

Friday night Preview Party—Mike Compton and Spirits 
Fine Wines for our wine and Jane Teed for her 
delicious cheese biscuits.

The “worker bees” who helped every day—Marian 
Belew, Betsy Berry, Ruth Gilliam, Jane Teed, Diane 
Lord, Kay Loss, Sheila Mehaffy, Barbara Miles, 
Margaret Kelly, Judy and Dick Chapman, Margaret 
Mathews, and Carla Chenault.

Last but not least, the setup and clean-up crews—
Barbara Miles, Dane Clay, Rick Lowens, Art Pfeifer, 
Judy and Dick Chapman, Margaret Kelly, Margaret 
Mathews, Suzanne and David Siebert, Diane Lord, 
Joyce Thornton, Marian Belew, Kay Loss, Betsy Berry, 
Jane Teed, Karen Proetz, Diane Tait, Sandy Jones, 
and Mike Compton.

Oh, a special thanks to the members who purchased 
some of our wonderful goodies. Best shopper award 
goes to Bill Mattox, who shopped Friday night and all 
day Saturday. We appreciated everyone’s business.

In closing, the HUGE Sale was such fun plus being a 
monetary success. I appreciate everyone’s 
participation!! ♦

September Board Minutes
Ann Lewis

September 9, 2007. The meeting was called to order by 
Dick Heil. Others in attendance were Ann Lewis, Ann 
Ferrill, Kay Loss, Somers Collins, Gerald Koonce, Rick 
Lowens, Margaret Kelly, Dave Neuschwanger, and 
Diane Lord.

The agenda was approved with the addition of dues 
under new business.

Ann Ferrill moved and Somers Collins seconded the 
motion that the August meeting minutes be approved 
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night. IMP games will be kept on the agenda.

2008 Dues—Diane Lord moved and Gerald Koonce 
seconded the motion the Board go into Executive 
Session.

After the Executive Session Gerald Koonce moved the 
2008 dues be $20. Rick Lowens seconded the motion.
The motion passed unanimously. New members who 
join the club later in 2008 will receive $1 off per month 
until July 2008.

Margaret Kelly will put information in the Newsletter
about whether to place member’s spouse’s names in 
the club directory.

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned. ♣

ACBL Instant Matchpoint 
Game Winners—1.0 Gold 
Point For each Player!
Millie Calhoun & Bryan Lee Williams—1st N/S and 1st 
overall in B&C— Wonderful....wonderful!

Allan Siebert & Gerald Koonce—1st E/W and 1st 
overall in A— Outstanding! ♠

Tournament Report
Dallas Regional

• Charlotte Davis & partner—1st in AB&C in 299er 
Pairs (20 pairs); 3rd in AB&C in 299er Pairs (15 
pairs); 2nd in A/1st in B in 299er Pairs (13 pairs);
1st in A&B in 299er Pairs (29 pairs); 3rd in C in 
299er Pairs (16 pairs)

• Allan Siebert & teammates—4th in A in Swiss 
(58 teams); 2nd in Bracket 1 Knockout (15 
teams); 3/4 in A/X Swiss (27 teams)

• Dick Chapman, Judy Chapman, Bill Kinneman, &
Beverly Kinneman—1st in Bracket 5 Knockout 
(16 teams)

• Langdon Jones & partner—4th in B in Side 
Game (14 pairs)

Unit 161 NAP Qualifying
The Unit 161 North American Pairs Qualifying Games 
will be held Saturday, October 20 for Flight B and 
Saturday, October 27 for Flight C at the Hot Springs 

as published. The motion passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Rick Lowens gave the Treasurer’s Report. He noted 
there is a new line item—Bridge House Building Fund. 
The LRDBC had a net income for August of $1,363.89. 
Ann Ferrill moved and Kay Loss seconded the motion 
that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted. The motion 
passed unanimously.

CLUB HOUSE MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly reported there are several International 
Fund games in September. There is also an ACBL 
Instant Matchpoint Game on Wednesday, September 
19th, at 7:00 p.m.

EDUCATIONAL REPORT

Dick Heil reported he will give a free lesson 
Wednesday, October 3rd. He already has 4 tables 
signed up and no ads have been run. The paid lessons 
will start on October 10th. Dick will accept up to 16 
tables for this class.

Dick is already teaching “Play of the Hand” classes on 
Fridays at 12 noon.

OLD BUSINESS

Duplimate Machine—Discussion was had about 
approaching the Bridge House about buying a 
Duplimate machine and leasing it to the Bridge Club. 
Dick stated Hot Springs Village has some interest in 
buying a Duplimate machine. It was suggested we 
might be able to get a better price if two machines were 
purchased. This item will be placed on the October 
agenda.

Garage Sale—Ann Lewis reported the garage sale will 
be Saturday, September 14th, 7:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The preview party for club members and their invited 
guests is Friday, September 13th, 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 
p.m. No games will be played on Friday or Saturday.
She encouraged everyone to bring items for the sale.

NEW BUSINESS 

IMP Games—The Tuesday day game will be an IMP 
game for awhile to try out this format. Gerald Koonce 
stated you really should have a big game if it is going to 
be scored in IMPS.

Dick Heil said he might have IMP games on Monday 
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Duplicate Club. The address is Building #10, 3907 
Central Avenue. For directions or more information call 
Bonnie Blankinship at (501) 525-8780. You and your 
partner must have both qualified at the Club level to be 
eligible to play, but you don’t have to have qualified 
playing together. ♦

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
San Francisco, CA, November 22–December 2
Detroit, MI, March 6–16
Las Vegas, NV, July 17–27

Regionals
Biloxi, MS, January 28–February 3
Mobile, AL, March 31–April 6
Birmingham, AL, February 25–March 2
Mobile, AL, March 31–April 6
Shreveport, LA, March 31–April 6

Sectionals
Metairie, LA, October 5–7, 299er
Monroe, LA, October 5–7
Oxford/Anniston, AL, October 12–14
Jackson, MS, October 19–21
Mobile, AL, October 26–28
Shreveport, LA, October 26–28
Birmingham, AL, November 1–4
Nashville, TN, November 1–4
Lake DeGray, AR, November 2–4
Baton Rouge, LA, November 2–4, 0–NLM
Huntsville, AL, November 9–11
Metairie, LA, November 8–11
Biloxi, MS, November 16–18
Pelham, AL, November 29–December 1, 299er
Baton Rouge, LA, December 6–9
Metairie, LA, January 3–6
Vicksburg, MS, January 11–13
Hot Springs Village, AR, February 15–17
Nashville, TN, February 21–24
Alexandria, LA, March 28–30
Huntsville, AL, March 28–30

Unit 161 North American Pairs Qualifying, B
Hot Springs, AR, October 20

Unit 161 North American Pairs Qualifying, C
Hot Springs, AR, October 27

District 10 NAOP Finals
Vicksburg, MS, January 11–13

Flu Shots
Mike Compton has talked to the Visiting Nurses 
Association and they will gladly send out a nurse to 
give flu shots. The price is $25 and if you have your 
Medicare card, it's free. They also recommend anyone 
over 65 have a pneumonia shot at least once and a 
booster every five years if you have respiratory 
problems. A minimum of 30 people need to sign up in 
order for them to come out and set up. They are 
available Monday October 15 and 22 and Thursday 
October 18 and 25. There is a sign-up sheet in the 
Club. ♥

October Special Games
Club Championship—65% sectional rated black

Monday 1st 11:00 a.m.
Thursday 4th 7:00 p.m. 0–500
Sunday 14th
Wednesday 17th 0–300

Club Appreciation—100% sectional rated black

Tuesday 2nd 9:30 a.m.
Saturday 6th
Monday 8th 7:00 p.m. 0–20 & 0–300
Monday 15th 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday 16th 7:00 p.m.
Thursday 18th 7:00 p.m. 0–500
Thursday 25th 11:00 a.m.
Friday 26th
Sunday 28th
Wednesday 31st 0–300

Master/Novice

Tuesday 23rd 7:00 p.m.

Swiss Team Unit Championship Qualifying & Club 
Appreciation—5% gold to maximum .25 for 
winners, remaining 100% sectional rated black

Sunday 7th

Unit Championship—85% sectional rated black

Tuesday 9th 7:00 p.m.

Club Membership—100% sectional rated black

Friday 12th

Unit-wide Championship—85% sectional rated 
black—Hand Records

Saturday 13th
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Somers Collins Ann Ferrill
Diane Lord Gerald Koonce
Kay Loss Margaret Mathews
Deb Phillips Dave Neuschwanger

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Allan Siebert’s 4X Party

Saturday, October 6, 
8:00 p.m. till ?

Come for fun, food, 
music, and a good time

Special Bonus for The 
Bridge House—all new
contributions made at 

the party will be
matched 4 times!!


