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Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
San Francisco, CA, November 22–December 2
Detroit, MI, March 6–16
Las Vegas, NV, July 17–27

Regionals
Biloxi, MS, January 28–February 3
Mobile, AL, March 31–April 6
Birmingham, AL, February 25–March 2
Mobile, AL, March 31–April 6
Shreveport, LA, March 31–April 6

Sectionals
Pelham, AL, November 29–December 1, 299er
Baton Rouge, LA, December 6–9
Metairie, LA, January 3–6
Vicksburg, MS, January 11–13
Hot Springs Village, AR, February 15–17
Nashville, TN, February 21–24
Alexandria, LA, March 28–30
Huntsville, AL, March 28–30

District 10 NAP Finals
Vicksburg, MS, January 11–13

Welcoming Visitors to Our 
Club
Dick Chapman

Judy and I have visited two duplicate clubs in the recent 
past. At the first, located in another state, we sat E-W 
and during the course of the game visited eight tables. 
At six of these tables we were met with total silence: no 
greeting, no welcome or introduction, no “are you 
visiting in the area?,” nothing to make us feel 
comfortable or to enjoy our recreation time. The hands 
were played and scored and the NS players just sat 
there or chatted between themselves. Upon leaving, we 
told the director quite frankly that we had not been 
made to feel welcome and that our experience wasn’t 
pleasant, whereupon he shrugged and returned to his 
desk. Do you think we will revisit that club? At the 
second club, located in Jacksonville, many of the 
players came to greet us as we entered the building 
and we were warmly welcomed at every table we 
visited. We were directed to the rest rooms and water 
fountain, given pencils and score sheets, offered 

snacks, asked if we had trouble finding the club’s 
location, and so on. As we left, we were asked to return 
and were encouraged to come to the club’s holiday 
party in December. Do you think we will revisit that 
club? (We already have.)

We are happy that our club is like Jacksonville and not 
like the unnamed out-of-state club. Our members work 
to ensure visitors feel welcome and have an enjoyable 
experience, and we all encourage visitors to return to 
play. Visitors don’t know anyone, are in strange 
territory, and may be new to duplicate bridge…these 
and other factors make it important that our members 
go to great lengths to make them feel that their time 
and money was well spent. We are always trying to 
expand membership and grow the game of duplicate 
bridge, and the experience of first-time visitors is critical 
to this growth. Let’s keep up this good work! ♠

November Board Minutes
Ann Lewis

November 11, 2007. The meeting was called to order 
by Art Pfeifer. Others in attendance were Ann Ferrill, 
Diane Lord, Dave Neuschwanger, Ann Lewis, and 
Somers Collins. Art stated a quorum was not present.

The minutes of the October meeting were read.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

David Cockcroft, chairman, stated the other members 
of the committee were Somers Collins and Jan Trotter. 
The following slate was presented: President – Dick 
Heil, Vice President – Diane Lord, Secretary – Ann 
Lewis, and Treasurer – Rick Lowens. New directors to 
serve for a two-year term: Bill Kinneman, Vicki Scanlon, 
Jane Teed, and Sherry Wortsmith.

Art announced the slate would be presented at the 
annual meeting in December.

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Art gave the Treasurer’s Report. He stated the LRDBC 
has collected $4,452 from the $1 increase in playing 
fees for the building fund.

The net income for October was $1,424.80 and the 
year-to-date profit if $13,457.17. The year-to-date table 
count is down 40 tables and the number of paid 
members is down 5.
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Halloween Party Pics

Ann
Betsy Sissy

Ruth

Madalyn
Rosemary Jeanne

to him, he would get reimbursements for LRDBC from
the Unit, District, and ACBL. Art will ask Rick Lowens to 
send these bills to Mr. Irving. In order to get reimbursed 
from ACBL, the bills cannot be over 6 months old.

OLD BUSINESS

Diane Lord said the Building Committee had heard 
proposals from Lewis May and Dave Grundfest. The 
committee voted to select the Dave Grundfest 
Company as our contractor.

Diane stated the site plan will be going to the City on 
Tuesday, November 13th. Once the site plan is 
approved, we can go forward with the building. 
Hopefully, construction can begin on the new building in 
January. ♥

Unit 161 North American 
Pairs Flight B

• Jane Dickey & Jack Tidball—1st
• David Cockcroft & Ann Ferrill—5th

CLUB HOUSE MANAGER

Art announced there will be a STaC’s week in 
December.

The Christmas party and Annual Meeting will be held 
on Sunday, December 9th. Somers stated she had 
contacted The Ballroom Dance people and they will let 
the LRDBC use their space for $110. We will eat and 
meet in the LRDBC space and then split into two 
sections for play.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Art suggested the Education Committee should be 
under the auspices of The Bridge House since that 
entity is charged with education for its 501(c)(3) status. 
It was suggested that there need to be guidelines for 
teaching. Ann Ferrill, who is on The Bridge House 
Board, offered to check into this matter.

Art spoke to Ned Irving, who is an official with the Hot 
Springs Village club and Unit Education Chair. Ned 
stated that if all bills related to bridge lessons were sent 
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Your Bid and Play
Don Gattinger

♠ J 10 5
♥ K 4
♦ A 10 9 5 2
♣ 8 7 4

♠ 8 7 3 ♠ A K 4
♥ 8 7 5 ♥ Q J 10 9 6
♦ K Q J ♦ 6 3
♣ A Q 10 9 ♣ K J 5

♠ Q 9 6 2
♥ A 3 2
♦ 8 7 4
♣ 6 3 2

How do you think auction should go? Suggested  
Auction:

S W N E
1♥

P 3♥ P 4♥
All Pass

Bid Analysis: West makes limit raise showing (good 
10)–12. Rather have 4 hearts for raise but best 
descriptive bid available. Give partner a chance to play 
3♥ with a dog of an opening. If partner never opens a 
little light, then bid 2♣ and see what happens, but don’t 
miss game.

On this hand East should raise to 4♥ without much 
thought, holding 14 HCP and a doubleton. See 
questions section if you think West should force to 
game.

Your lead? Suggested opening lead: spade 2.

Lead analysis: 4th best lead from a king or a queen in 
an unbid suit. Unless it’s obvious that partner is broke, I
believe in aggressive leads. Sometimes, it doesn’t work
out well, but it will be to your benefit in the long run.

Plan your play. Play analysis: Declarer’s losers are 1
spade, 2 hearts, and 1 diamond. If the opening lead 
was not a spade, we have no problem. We can discard 
a losing spade on clubs after calling trumps. With a
spade opening lead, we must wait to call trumps. At 
trick two lead a diamond forcing out the ace. Then if 
diamonds are no worse than 5–3, you can discard a 
spade loser on third diamond. If diamonds are 6–2 and 

you go down, then forget it and go to the next hand.

Summary: 4♥ by East should catch 10 tricks.

Questions: Why don’t you consider forcing to game with 
this 12-point hand?

Answer: It is a flat 12. Give partner a chance to 
evaluate his or her hand. Evaluate your partnership’s 
skill level, especially playing the hands. If you miss a lot 
of games, you need to determine why and adjust your 
game accordingly.

If you consistently bid too high, same thing. ♦

• It is not the handling of difficult hands that makes 
the winning player. There aren't enough of them. 
It is the ability to avoid messing up the easy 
ones. – Alan Sontag

• My partner is 20 years behind the times. 
Nowadays you pay your money to bid. My 
partner still thinks you need cards.

• It's not enough to win the tricks that belong to 
you. Try also for some that belong to the 
opponents. – Alfred Sheinwold

• The real test of a bridge player isn't in keeping 
out of trouble, but in escaping once he's in. –
Alfred Sheinwold

• The trouble with some players is that they treat 
bridge as a game. They do not realize it is war.

• If you have the slightest touch of masochism, 
you'll love this game.

• We believe that contract bridge is particularly 
attractive to people with a scrappy disposition. –
Frank Perkins

• It's not the skill that drops off with age, it's the 
drive, the killer instinct – and when a player isn't 
primed to kill he/she makes mistakes.

• Bridge is a great comfort in your old age. It also 
helps you get there faster.

• One gets used to abuse. It's waiting for it that is 
so trying.

• Since the average person's small supply of 
politeness must last him all his life, he can't 
afford to waste it on bridge partners. – Alfred 
Sheinwold

• Bridge is essentially a social game, but 
unfortunately it attracts a substantial number of 
antisocial people.
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Some of the First Place Winners

Beverly & Bill

Bo, Al, David, & Gordon

Bryan Lee & Beth

Charlotte & Johnnie

Carolyn, Roger, Judy, & Dick

Diana, David, Nancy, & Betty David & Kay
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From the DeGray Sectional Tournament

Lisa & Dave

Gerald & Betty Suzanne & Clete

Not Pictured: Somers & Missy
Margaret, Liz, Joyce, & Kay

Richard & Carolyn

Mike, Bonnie, Langdon, & Quintin

Sherry, Diane, Fran, & Ann
Virginia, Sandra, Skip & Marion
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Art Pfeifer President
664-7370 (H) ajpajp@swbell.net

Dick Heil Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Margaret Kelly Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Somers Collins Ann Ferrill
Diane Lord Gerald Koonce
Kay Loss Margaret Mathews
Deb Phillips Dave Neuschwanger

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Mike Porta is a new Life Master. Well done!


