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Allan’s Remarks
I was recently given the task and honor of naming the 
“Big” room at our soon-to-be Curtis Finch Bridge 
House. After some thought, I accepted this privilege 
with great enthusiasm because I believe I have the 
ideal name for that room.

Before I reveal that name I would like to say that way 
beyond winning at bridge what really matters in our 
bridge experience is the pleasure and the satisfaction 
we derive from the mere challenge and the 
camaraderie that the game offers us. And when we 
are fortunate enough to have among us an individual 
who has true joy and unselfishness in her heart we 
are truly blessed.

I can’t think of a person who better epitomizes that 
human spirit than Peggy Jett. Peggy, with her easy 
smile and compassionate nature, truly makes this 
club a safer and warmer place to be.

So with great pride and pleasure I would like to name 
the “Big” room the “Peggy Jett Room.” And I hope 
every one of us who enters that room in the future 
and sees her name will feel just a little bit better and 
will experience a little bit of that kindness and 
fairness she so exemplifies. Thank you, Peggy. ♦
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Districts 7 & 10 Sectional Tournament at Clubs

• Jean Grimes & Billie Swatek—12th in A in Open 
Pairs (369 pairs)

• James Awalt & Audra Evert—13th in A in Open 
Pairs (369 pairs)

• Jane Dickey & Betsy Berry—4th in A in Open Pairs 
(260 pairs)

• Richard Chapman & Judy Chapman—5th in A/4th in 
B&C in Open Pairs (260 pairs)

• Diana Nagel & Sheila Mehaffy—6th in A/5th in B&C 
in Open Pairs (260 pairs)

• Sam Cheesman & George McKeown—2nd in A in 
Open Pairs (8 pairs)

• Marilyn Watt & Kathy Miller—1st in A in Open Pairs 
(7 pairs)

• Sam Cheesman & partner—2/3 in A in Open Pairs 
(7 pairs)

• Skip Henry & partner—2/3 in A/1st in B in Open 
Pairs (7 pairs)

• Gordon Campbell & David Siebert—4th in A in Open 
Pairs (346 pairs)

• Jane Teed & Cherry Starling—18th in A in Open 
Pairs (346 pairs)

• Lew Johnston & Bill Cardin—6th in B/2nd in C in 
Open Pairs (346 pairs)

• Gwen Gaston & Nancy Tracy—6th in C in Open 
Pairs (346 pairs)

• Bonnie Melchior & Peggy Jett—7th in A in Open 
Pairs (218 pairs)

• Mike Compton & Langdon Jones—8th in B in Open 
Pairs (218 pairs)

• George McKeown & Sam Cheesman—4/5 in A in 
Open Pairs (61 pairs)

• Betty Peden & Gerald Berry—11th in A/5th in B/1st 
in C in Open Pairs (237 pairs)

• Ann Ferrill & David Cockcroft—12th in A in Open 
Pairs (237 pairs)

• Carolyn Johnson & Richard Johnson—4th in C in 
Open Pairs (237 pairs)

• Bo Liu & Somers Collins—2nd in A in Open Pairs 
(90 pairs)

• Jane Dickey & Jack Tidball—4th in A in Open Pairs 
(90 pairs)

• Connie Ellingson & Roger Ellingson—1st in B&C in 
Open Pairs (90 pairs)

• Bonnie Melchior & Gerald Koonce—8th in A in Open 
Pairs (395 pairs)

• Audra Evert & Robert Downie—18th in A/8th in B in 
Open Pairs (395) pairs)

• Diane Lord & Ann Lewis—13th in B in Open Pairs 
(395 pairs)

• Luraette Tucker & Jim Tucker—6th in C in Open 
Pairs (395 pairs); 6th in C in Open Pairs (207 pairs)

• George McKeown & Curtis Finch—6th in B in Open 
Pairs (207 pairs)

Our Club
Dick Heil

What a great year we had last year!

What a great year we are going to have this year. We 
are going to have a home of our own because of the 
outstanding generosity of Curtis Finch, Allan Siebert, 
Somers Collins, and all of the Club members that 
reached deep into their pockets and contributed to The
Bridge House. The future is looking very bright for us.

But as with all new things, we also face some 
challenges. Remember when you took out your first 
mortgage, your concern about making the payments 
every month. Well, we will be taking out our first 
mortgage very soon, and with our current membership 
and table count we will able to make the monthly 
payments. As we look around our Club we see many of 
our members that have been with us 20, 30, 40 years 
and are playing many times per week. As time 
continues its relentless journey, many of our players 
may not be able to continue their current playing 
schedule. Our challenge will be to find new players who
will be able to maintain or increase our current table 
count.

We will have a comprehensive Education Program that 
should attract new players and members to our Club. 
We will have training programs for our current members 
that should increase the enjoyment of playing our 
game. But that may not be enough! We will have to 
reach out and find current bridge players who are not 
members of our Club and encourage them to join and 
play bridge with us. Many of us know of people who are 
playing bridge at country clubs, churches, community 
centers, AARP, Newcomers Club, etc. We need to find 
ways to attract these bridge players to our Club.

Each of us has reached into our pockets to support the 
Club—now I am asking each one of us to reach out and 
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gather in new people to enroll in our Educational 
Programs or to come play bridge with us. We must 
continue our growth, we must maintain and increase
our table count, our job is not done yet. As a matter of 
fact, our job is just beginning! ♣

Outgoing President Art Pfeifer thanked by New 
President Dick Heil

Bridge in Greece
Gerald Koonce

When I travel overseas for my job, I like to play bridge 
at a local club if I get the chance. The first week of 
December, I was in Greece and was fortunate enough 
to get in a game at the Athens Bridge Club.

The event was a simultaneous tournament at five 
Athens clubs, with computer dealt hands matchpointed 
across the whole field. They apparently have these 
types of tournaments frequently, as well as progressive 
team games, and the event was recorded on a very 
nice web site, with hand records and the results for 
every pair on every board.

I played with the director, Nikos, who was a very fine 
player with a style similar to mine. We played 2/1 with 
upside signals on defense, essentially the same card I 
play in Little Rock. We ended up fourth overall out of 71 
pairs, and if I read the web site correctly (it was in 
Greek), I earned 0.32 Greek masterpoints. Something 
else interesting was that among the lower finishers, 
some of them had negative masterpoints. I wonder how 
that concept would play in the U.S.

Our best result came on a board where we were cold 
for a grand slam in either round suit, but let the 

opponents outbid us at the six level.

Dlr: South
Vul: E-W

♠ 10
♥ A 9 6 5
♦ A K Q 8 5
♣ A K Q

♠ K Q 7 5 3 2 ♠ A J 9 8 6 4
♥ 8 ♥ J 7
♦ J 9 7 4 ♦ 6 2
♣ 6 3 ♣ 10 7 5

♠ —
♥ K Q 10 4 3 2
♦ 10 3
♣ J 9 8 4 2

S (me) W N (Nikos) E
2♥ 2♠! 6♥!! 6♠
P P X All Pass

Because of the vulnerability, my playing strength, and 
lack of defense, I considered opening 3♥ (one friend 
suggested I should have opened 4♥!), but since I did
not want to lose the clubs, I opted for a weak two 
instead, planning on breaking discipline and bidding 
clubs over my opponents’ spades when it came back 
around to me. Little did I know that it would have to be 
at the 7 level.

Despite being vulnerable and only holding 6 HCPs, 
West was not to be deterred. He no sooner had placed 
his bid on the table when there came a call for the 
director. Nikos fumbled with his bidding box, pulled out 
the 6♥ card and jumped up to answer the call. East and 
I looked at each other – did he really mean to bid 6♥? 
— and then East shrugged and bid 6♠.

While waiting for Nikos to return to the table, I was 
overcome with an extremely strong feeling that we 
could make a grand slam. I also was upset with myself 
for not opening 3♥. There was no way Nikos could 
know my hand’s trick-taking potential. But because 1) I 
didn’t know who was sacrificing and 2) Nikos might 
have bid 6 with the spade Ace instead of one of the 
minor suit Aces, I passed. Nikos doubled and took the 
first five tricks for 1100 our way, beating all the pairs in 
6 making 7. Only one pair bid the grand, so we got 62 
matchpoints out of 64. (As in some other countries, the 
Greeks give you two matchpoints for every pair you 
beat and one for every one you tie.) ♠
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Holiday Party and Annual Meeting

Billie, Bernice, Cherry Dick, Virginia, Gordon, Marian

Oh! The Food!
Margaret, David, Liz

Dave, Beverly, Lew
Rita, Margaret

Diane
Robert

Camille
Jim

Jerry
Audra
Helen

David, Don (Jane), Melissa (Mike), Bonnie, Mike

2008 Officers and Board
Back Row: Margaret Kelly, 
Art Pfeifer, Rick Lowens, 
Dick Heil, Bill Kinneman, 
Jane Teed
Middle Row: Diane Lord, Ann 
Ferrill, Ann Lewis, Sherry 
Wortsmith, Margaret 
Mathews
Front Row: Dave 
Neuschwanger, Vicki 
Scanlon
Not Pictured: Gerald Koonce
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

Diane Lord Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Ann Ferrill Bill Kinneman
Gerald Koonce Vicki Scanlon
Margaret Mathews Jane Teed
Dave Neuschwanger Sherry Wortsmith

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

New Year’s Eve Party
Monday, December 31, 2007.

Bring snacks to share at 7:30 p.m. and play bridge at 
8:00. OPEN GAME!!!!!!!!!! ♥

New Year’s Resolutions
v Play more duplicate bridge at the Little 

Rock Duplicate Bridge Club!

v Attend more duplicate bridge 
tournaments!

v Have more fun!


