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The Dumb Luck Cue Bid
David Cockcroft

One of my regular partners and I have added a whole 
new level of complexity to the area of obstructive 
bidding. We have not yet named our ‘brain child’ but 
are accepting any serious suggestions.

In a recent spirited Tuesday night game, my LHO 
opened 1♥, my partner cue bid 2♥ which we play as a 
Michaels cue bid showing length in the other major, in 
this case spades, and an unidentified minor suit with at 
least 5–5 distribution. My hand was:

♠ Q 10 x x x x
♥ K x x
♦ —
♣ A 10 x x

After my partner’s interference, RHO bid 3♥. Often the 
best tactic in these situations is to preempt to the 
maximum level of the hand; so I considered the 
possibility of bidding 5 or even 6♠. But since we were 
vulnerable and the opponents were not, I settled for 
only 4♠.

With no hesitation my LHO bid 5♥ which was passed 
back around to me. In situations such as this when 
partner and I have aggressively bid a suit in a 
competitive auction it is often productive to bid a new 
suit below the level of the agreed suit to suggest a 
more effective opening lead if we end up defending the 
hand—knowing that partner will correct back to the 
agreed suit. Believing that a club lead would be better 
than a spade lead if we were to defend, I bid 5♣, 
confident that partner would correct to 5♠.

So the auction has gone:

S W N E
1♥ 2♥ 3♥ 4♠
5♥ P P 5♣

A noticeable gasp arose at the table when everyone but 
me realized that I had made an insufficient bid.
Although we did not call the director I was painfully 
aware of my options. If LHO does not accept the 
insufficient bid, I would be able to bid whatever I like, 
but partner would be barred from the rest of the 
auction, or I can make my bid sufficient by bidding 6♣.

With malice aforethought LHO accepted the insufficient 
bid and passed. Much relieved I now expected Partner 
to correct to 5♠ and was shocked by her failure to do 
so! RHO could have bid 5♥ or doubled, but she also 
passed. LHO tabled the ace of hearts and dummy 
came down with:

♠ x
♥ —
♦ A J 10 9 8 x x
♣K Q J x x

I ruffed the heart ace in dummy, returned to my hand 
with a trump and discarded dummy’s spade on the king
of hearts, pulled trumps and did 2 ruffing finesses in 
diamonds resulting in only 1 diamond loser. I had made 
5♣ plus an overtrick for +620 which was a top on the 
board!

Partner apologized for bidding Michaels when she 
meant to bid the Unusual 2NT which would show at 
least 5–5 in the minor suits. She asked why I did not bid 
6♣ when I had the chance. Some partners are never 
satisfied.

Please help us name our new convention. “The Dumb 
Luck Cue Bid” is currently the leading contender. ♣

Yuck!

Don’t Gum up the Club by disposing of 
your used chewing gum under our 
tables, chairs, and cup holders.

Change in Free Play 
Coupons
Effective May 1, 2008, Free Play coupons won by 0–
300 players in the Monday night and Wednesday day
games will only be valid at the Open Tuesday night 
game and the Saturday game. ♥
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Bridge in Croatia
Gerald Koonce

I recently had the opportunity to add Croatia to the 
countries where I have played bridge. My job took me 
to Split, at the northern end of the Dalmatian Coast, 
which is gaining a reputation these days as the “New 
Rivera.” I found the local club’s web site and was able 
to arrange to play a couple of games.

The club is in the left hand side of the bottom two floors 
of a 13-story “skyscraper” next to a hospital just a few 
blocks from where I was working. The top floor is a 
non-smoking playing area; the lower floor is a smoking 
area where players gather before and after the game 
and between rounds to socialize. Occasionally the club 
has a special “Smoke Ham” game played in the 
downstairs area so that they can smoke and play at the 
same time. Like us, they also have a Fun Friday game, 
but for it, admission is free.

I particularly enjoyed this unusual deal, partnered with 
Tonči Radelja, whose title at the club translates to 
“chief of competition,” against one of the stronger pairs.

IMPS
N-S Vul

♠ A K 10 9 2
♥ A 7 5
♦ 8 6 3
♣ 10 6

♠ Q 7 ♠ J 5 4 3
♥ J 9 ♥ Q 4
♦ K Q 9 2 ♦ J
♣ Q J 8 4 3 ♣ A K 9 7 5 2

♠ 8 6
♥ K 10 8 6 3 2
♦ A 10 7 5 4
♣ —

S W N E
1♠ 2♣

X 2NT(!) P P
3♥ P 4♥ All Pass

Opening lead club queen

West hesitated for quite a while before his final pass, so 
I playfully showed him my double bidding card to him to 
indicate that is what he should have done. But when 
the dummy came down and I saw they had an 11-card 

fit, I flashed the 5♣ card, prompting a rueful smile.

There wasn’t much to the play. I trumped the opening 
lead, cashed the ace and king of spades and played 
the ten of spades, ducked by East, ruffed by me, and,
to my surprise, overruffed by West. I trumped the club 
continuation, played two rounds of trumps (another 
surprise when West showed out on the second round) 
ending on the board, trumped the nine of spades 
(perforce covered with the jack), played the diamond
ace, and conceded two diamonds, taking the last two 
tricks with dummy’s remaining trump and the 
established deuce of spades.

What was so unusual about this deal was that at the 
other table it was passed out! I have seen situations 
where one table bid game on a hand the other passed 
out, but I don’t think I have ever seen it happen when at 
one table everybody bid on the first round and the other 
table nobody bid. I also always get a kick out of taking 
the last trick with a deuce.

Plus 620 was an 11-IMP gain for us. ♦

ACBL-wide Senior Pairs
Monday, February 25, 2008

Bill Jones & Jim Gauntt—4th in District 10—67.06%

Welcome the newest
members of LRDBC! 
Helen Buchanan Mary Lou Cravens
Lorraine Hannah Ted Hannah
Jackie Raymer Frank Skudrzyk
Steve Steck Vicki Stringfellow
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Tournament Report
Shreveport Regional

• Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—5th in A/4th in B/3rd 
in C in Side Series (12 pairs)

• Kay Tallant & partner—4th in A in 299er Pairs (12 
pairs)

• Allan Siebert & teammates—1st in Bracket I 
Knockout (6 teams); 2nd in Bracket I Knockout (6 
teams); 2nd in Bracket I Knockout (5 teams); 2nd in 
Bracket I Knockout (5 teams); 1st in A in A/X Swiss 
(11 teams)

• Kay Tallant & teammates—3/4 in Bracket III 
Knockout (16 teams); 2nd in Bracket III Knockout 
(12 teams)

• Marian Belew & Sandra Crawford—4th in A in 299er 
Pairs (16 pairs)

• Nancy McKenzie & Rita Sevall—3rd in C in Side 
Game (26 pairs)

• David Siebert & teammates—1st in Bracket I 
Knockout (6 teams)

• Jim Gauntt, Barbara Blaine, Margaret Kelly, & Liz 
Parry—2nd in Bracket II Knockout (16 teams)

• Jim Tucker, Luraette Tucker, & teammates—1st in 
Bracket III Knockout (16 teams)

• Fran Cockcroft & partner—1st in A/B/C in Side 
Game (12 pairs)

• Jack Tidball, Bonnie Fincher, Jane Dickey, & Bill 
Jones—1st in Bracket II Knockout (14 teams)

• Allan Siebert & partner—2nd in A in Open Pairs (26 
pairs)

Gatlinburg Regional

• Rita Sevall, Dean Phillips, & teammates—3/4 in 
Bracket 22 Knockout (16 teams)

May Special Games
Swiss Team

Sunday 4th 1:30 p.m.

Unit-wide Championship

Monday 12th 11:00 a.m.

Club Championship

Monday 12th 0–300 7:00 p.m.
Thursday 22nd 11:00 a.m.
Sunday 25th 1:30 p.m.

Club Membership

Friday 16th 7:30 p.m.

Master/Novice

Tuesday 27th 7:00 p.m.

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Las Vegas, NV, July 17–27
Boston, MA, November 20–30

Regionals
Hot Springs, AR, May 5–11
Oklahoma City, OK, May 12–18
Springfield, MO, June 9–15
St. Louis, MO, August 11–17
Richardson, TX, August 25–September 1
Tunica, MS, September 15–21

Sectionals
Metairie, LA, May 1–4
Montgomery, AL, May 2–4
Richardson, TX, May 2–4 (0–300)
Nashville, TN, May 2–4, ACBL/ABA Friendship
Biloxi, MS, May 15–18 (199er)
Richardson, TX, May 23–26
Baton Rouge, LA, June 5–8
Fort Worth, TX, June 6–8
Metairie, LA, July 10–13
Tyler, TX, July 11–13
Lake Charles, LA, July 31–August 3
Huntsville, AL, August 15–17
Tupelo, MS, August 22–24
Tulsa, OK, August 22–24

Bridge House CLOSED during 
Hot Springs Regional 
Tournament, May 5–11.

Congratulations 
to Lee Ann 

Whitlock on the 
birth of son 
Decklin on 

Friday, April 18, 
2008.
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First Place Winners From the Shreveport Regional

David

Jim & Luraette

Allan

Jane, Jack,
Bill & Bonnie

Tuesday Mini-Lessons Start 
in June
Sharpen your bridge skills from a master. Learn how to 
count the hands and visualize your opponents’ cards. 
Beginning June 3 and lasting through the summer 
months, Bonnie Melchior will be teaching a mini-lesson 
each Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m. The emphasis will be 
on counting the hands. ♣

Building Update
Mike Compton

The day we have all been waiting for has finally 
arrived—construction has begun on our new building.
Unfortunately, everything has taken longer than 
expected and we have experienced one delay after 
another. The financing took longer than expected and 
just added to our delays. That's behind us now and we 
look forward to our future. We will all be happy with the 

Please don’t park in 
front of the new bike 

shop, The 
Community Bicyclist.

end result. Diane Lord has done a marvelous job of 
steering us through the many hurdles of our project.
Numerous meetings and changes were necessary to 
obtain a building permit that both met the city's 
requirements and ours. The old house on the property 
contained asbestos and this caused both delays and 
extra expenses. Diane has worked tirelessly with our 
contractor to insure we have both a quality and 
attractive building. If you see her at the club, give her a 
well deserved “thank you”. ♠
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As construction is started on our Bridge House, each of 
us should take the time and effort to thank the people 
that had the vision and the dedication to make our 
mutual dreams into reality. We should also thank each 
other for the extraordinary generosity of our 
membership to provide the financial resources to build 
this facility. As we all know, taking on a construction 
project of this magnitude can be fraught with delays 
and frustrations. Each of us must maintain a positive 
attitude or—better yet—a helping hand, as these 
situations happen. This help may consist of nothing 
more than a smile or a pat on the back to the Building 
Committee. Or we may be asked to provide some 
“sweat equity” by planting shrubs, or moving furniture, 
or any of the myriad details that will occur in the next 4 
to 6 months. By the sheer force of our positive attitude 
we can make this a resounding success.

On a different matter, we need your help. All too often 
chewing gum is being found under the cup caddies, 
under the tables, under the chairs, etc. Your Game 
Directors, Club Manager, and Directors cannot be 
everywhere, we need you to help us stop this practice 
from happening. If the individual is aware that all of us 
are on the alert, perhaps we can deter this from 
happening. If you do see this occurring and you are 
hesitant to confront the person contact me and I will 
personally talk to the individual or initiate other 
appropriate disciplinary action.

The Resort City Regional will be taking place May 5 –
11 inclusive and our Club will be closed after Monday’s 
Day Game through the balance of the week. If at all 
possible please try to play at least once in this 
Tournament. Our Club (depending upon overall 
tournament profit) will receive around $1 per person per 
game as a rebate. So help our Club and also have a lot 
of fun. ♦

Web Sites
Visit our Club at http://www.littlerockbridgehouse.org

Visit Unit 161 at http://www.unit161.org

Visit District 10 at http://d10bridge.org

Visit ACBL at http://www.acbl.org

Resort City Regional 
Hospitality and Service 
Opportunities
The Tournament Committee for the upcoming regional 
tournament needs your help. As you know, the 
tournament is a Unit 161 sponsored event, and all clubs 
in the unit are asked to pitch in to make this a 
successful event. Our Hospitality Chair needs members 
of the unit’s clubs to furnish homemade breads 
(banana, pumpkin, nut, zucchini, etc.) for the morning 
hospitality hour or homemade cookies for the evening 
cocktail hour. Sugar-free and nut-free items are also 
needed (and should be marked as such so those with 
special diets can choose these). Donated baked goods 
can be dropped off at the hospitality suite when it is 
open or at the registration desk at any time.

Volunteers are also needed in three areas: the 
registration desk (contact Marilyn Biegler 
biegler@suddenlink.net, 501-922-2053), the hospitality 
suite (contact Nancy Luehring
pandnhsv@arkansas.net, 501-915-9022, or Cathy 
Irving irvingmail@sbcglobal.net, 501-922-315), and 
putting out trash bags at the tables (Barbara Stiff, 
cwstiff@hsnp.com, 501-922-2628).

Please check the signup sheets posted on the bulletin 
board at the club for service opportunities. Remember, 
our club is part of this effort and will share in any 
financial successes based on our participation. We 
need to do our part to make this tournament a great 
success; if we divide up the duties, each person can 
both contribute to that success and still enjoy the 
tournament play. ♥

Our Club
Dick Heil

A few days ago I received an e-mail that was just 
beautiful in the sentiments that were conveyed. Briefly, 
a teacher challenged her high school students to go out 
with three blue ribbons and give one ribbon to a person 
they admired and have that person go out and give a 
blue ribbon to a person they admired, and so on. The 
underlying theme was that a simple thank you can have 
tremendous positive effects.
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April Board Minutes
Ann Lewis, Secretary

April 13, 2008. The LRDBC Board meeting was called 
to order by President, Dick Heil. Others in attendance 
were Ann Lewis, Ann Ferrill, Margaret Kelly, Art Pfeifer, 
Bill Kinneman, Vicki Scanlon, Rick Lowens, and Jane 
Teed.

Dick Heil announced the LRDBC has 276 paid 
members. Twenty- two members do not have mail 
boxes. The new Bridge House will have enough boxes 
for all members.

The Tournament Workshop held on Saturday, April 
12th, was a success. Thirty-two people attended. The 
workshop was to help familiarize new players about 
playing in tournaments, especially the Hot Spring 
Regional, which will be held in May.

Dick asked for approval of the agenda as presented.
This passed unanimously. Ann Ferrill moved the March 
minutes be approved as published. Ann Lewis 
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens reported the Club made $1,404.84 in 
March and the year-to-date profit is $10,009.25. The 
table count is up 100 from this time last year. Much of 
this increase is due to so many playing on 
Master/Novice night.

Margaret Kelly will ask people to bring food on 
Master/Novice night. She has some wine she will bring.

Bill Kinneman moved we accept the Treasurer’s report 
as presented. Jane Teed seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously.

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly stated our club had qualified for another 
Club Championship game. This game will be held on 
Master/Novice night, Tuesday, April 22nd. A player 
must be a member of ACBL to get the extra points.
Dick will ask Mike Porta to make a sign to that effect for 
the game.

LRDBC will also have another sanctioned game on 
Wednesday nights for 0–20.

BUILDING COMMITTEE

Art Pfeifer reported we have a building permit, a 
mortgage, a signed contract, and the loan paper has 
been executed. Art, Diane Lord, and Bill Jett met with 
the contractor, Dave Grundfest, and went over the 
change requests. Art is hoping the old building will be 
demolished soon.

EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE

Dick Heil has appointed Bill Kinneman as the new 
chairman of this committee.

Dick announced the educational expenses submitted 
have been approved by the Unit and District, but the 
paperwork was lost so Dick is contacting Ned Irving 
about payment.

LRDBC has received reimbursement from ACBL for 
expenses incurred when the Diamond Series was 
taught.

OPENING WEEK ACTIVITIES

Jane Teed reported her committee will not meet until 
construction is underway and we have a good idea of 
when the LRDBC will move to our new building.

NEW BUSINESS

It was noted the lease in our current building runs out 
on July 31, 2008. LRDBC will then be on a month to 
month lease.

Margaret Kelly moved and Ann Ferrill seconded the 
motion that the LRDBC sign up for the KATV Weather 
Alert at a cost of $6.00 a year. The motion passed 
unanimously. Rick Lowens will sign LRDBC up for this 
service.

Dick Heil wrote a letter to Dane Clay stating LRDBC 
has forgiven the debt of $9,750 The Bridge House 
owes LRDBC. 

The Tuesday morning game was discussed. The Board 
decided to ask the membership to express their opinion 
about this game.

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
Tanglewood Shopping Center, Suite 122
7509 Cantrell Road
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

TANGLEWOOD SHOPPING CENTER, SUITE 122
7509 CANTRELL ROAD, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

Diane Lord Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Ann Ferrill Bill Kinneman
Gerald Koonce Vicki Scanlon
Margaret Mathews Jane Teed
Dave Neuschwanger Sherry Wortsmith

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Free Play coupons were discussed. These coupons are 
given to 0–300 players who win on Monday night and 
Wednesday day, so they can play free in the Open 
Tuesday night game and the Saturday game. The free 
coupons were to encourage people to play in the 
games that were not well attended. Margaret Kelly 
moved that in keeping with the original intent of the free 
play coupons, the coupons will allow only free plays at 
the Open Tuesday night games and the Saturday 
game. This policy will go into effect May 1, 2008. Jane 
Teed seconded the motion. The vote was 7 For and 1 
Against.

Rick Lowens will talk to Deb Phillips about money 
shortage that happens periodically.

Dick Heil was requested to contact The Bridge House 
to request a meeting of the officers of the LRDBC and 
The Bridge House to discuss areas of responsibility and 
to coordinate our effort for the overall benefit of the 
membership.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♣


