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We are very fortunate in our Club to have a number of 
outstanding players who want to share their knowledge 
and experience with us to improve our skill level and 
enjoyment of the game. When we move into our new 
home there will be a full range of classes for us. David 
Siebert will be teaching his 2/1 system that has helped
so many of our members to achieve Life Master. David 
Cockcroft will be teaching two classes on Defense—
one on Basic Defense and the other on Advanced 
Defense. There will also be classes both day and night 
on Beginning Bridge and also the Play of the Hand.
Waiting in the wings is Gordon Campbell ready to 
challenge our minds with his unique methods of hand 
evaluation.

To increase our own enjoyment of the game, 
strengthen our bridge partnerships, and have another 
great opportunity to meet with our bridge friends, we 
need to support these opportunities for learning. We 
need to take a look at our own games and determine 
what area do we need to improve so that we achieve 
the next goal that we have set for ourselves. ♥

Grand Opening Events
Jane Teed

The Grand Opening Committee—Ann Lewis, Jeanne 
Lloyd, Lew Johnston, Somers Collins, Judy Chapman, 
Dave Flis, Jan Trotter, Lisa Whitbeck, and Jane Teed 
(Chairman)—has an exciting schedule of activities 
planned. Watch for sign-up sheets to be posted at a 
later date to RSVP for one or all of these activities.

vFriday evening cocktail party for members and 
guests to tour our new facility. Date is pending and 
will be announced after move. Cocktails at 6:00 p.m.;
Game at 7:00 p.m. 

vSaturday, October 11, 12:30 p.m. Special game 
inviting area bridge clubs to join us for our regular 
Saturday game and visit our new facility. 
Refreshments will be served. 

vSunday, October 12, 2008. The Grand Opening for 
the Curtis Finch Bridge House for Little Rock 
Duplicate Bridge Club members only and invited 
dignitaries. Cutting the Deck ceremony at 12:30 p.m.; 
Lunch at 1:00 p.m.; Game at 1:30 p.m. ♦

Life Without Flannery
David Cockcroft

At a recent Sunday game I held: ♠ K Q 8 x, ♥ K x x x x, 
♦ A Q 9 x, ♣ —. My partner of the day and I don’t play 
Flannery so the bidding went:

S (David) W N (Pard) E
1♥ 3♣ X P
4♣ P 5♣ P
5♦ P 6♦ All Pass

I was trying to make Partner pick a suit and he put it 
right back in my court! The 9 of spades was led and 
dummy came down with ♠ A x x x, ♥ A x, ♦ K x x, ♣ A
x x x. Of course we belong in spades but I had to do my 
best, so I won the Ace, played the Ace and King of 
hearts and ruffed a heart—and they split! So I pitched 
my small spade on the Ace of clubs and pulled 3 
rounds of trumps which were 10 x and J x x x. I now ran 
hearts and all they got was their high trump.

Another pair had an identical auction up to 5♣, but 
North bid 5♠ and South passed. North was—well, she 
thought South should bid 6♠ because his spades were 
so good.

Interestingly, if my partner and I had continued our
stubborn cue bidding with 6♣ then 7♣, I would be 
forced to try 7♠, which is absolutely cold if you play 
your spades right: Low to the Ace of spades and when 
the 9 appears just pray the preemptor is short and 
finesse Righty out of her ♠ J 10 x x. Pitch the low 
diamond on the club Ace and you’re home free. ♣

We mourn the passing of 
Phyllis Bertsch

The Landscape Lady
Diane Lord

How many of you saw Judy Chapman in her straw hat 
working with the landscaper when it was 98 degrees 
outside? Our club owes her a huge thank you. She 
watched every plant put in the ground even through it 
was beastly hot. I love the traditional southern plants 
she selected—holly, hydrangeas, crepe myrtles, and 
day lilies. The landscape looks wonderful and really 
complements our building. ♠
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Bridge House is unable to obtain one quickly. Two, the 
club needs to be ready to move to the new facility as 
soon as we take possession of the building.

Diane also listed several items the club will need to 
purchase before we move. We are still looking for mail 
slots that are attractive and reasonably priced. Dick Heil 
offered to bring pictures of mail slots for the design 
committee to consider.

Diane Lord will be the responsible party for purchases 
for The Bridge House and the Club.

CHIEF DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Deb Phillips stated the Friday night game is finishing by 
10:15 p.m. since the starting time was changed to 7:00 
p.m.

The Tuesday morning game will continue through the 
fall. She is hopeful attendance will improve once we 
move to the new house.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens reported there was a record table count of 
390 for June. Net income for the first six months is 
$10,002.01. The club did have a deficit in June 
because a downpayment was made on the new tables 
and chairs. A copy of this report is attached.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Bill Kinneman stated there will be a meeting Tuesday, 
July 15th, at 6:00 p.m. for all those interested in 
teaching bridge classes. He will be working on teaching 
schedule.

OPENING ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Jane Teed reported there will be a preview cocktail 
party on a Friday night after the move. The Grand 
Opening will be October 5 or 12.

Jane stated her committee is recommending $3,000 for 
expenses for the preview party and the grand opening 
festivities. Sherry Wortsmith moved the Opening 
Activities Committee be allowed to spend up to $3,000.
Art Pfeifer seconded the motion. The motion passed, 9-
yes and 1-against.

Jane said her committee recommended LRDBC join 
the Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce. The 
cost is $350 per year. Board members had several 
questions regarding the membership, so Jane will 

July Board Minutes
Ann Lewis, Secretary

July 13, 2008. The LRDBC Board meeting was called 
to order by President Dick Heil. Others in attendance 
were Deb Phillips, Margaret Kelly, Sherry Wortsmith, 
Diane Lord, Ann Lewis, Jane Teed, Bill Kinneman, Art 
Pfeifer, Rick Lowens, and Margaret Matthews.

Dick asked for approval of the agenda. This passed 
unanimously.

Jane Teed moved the June LRDBC Board minutes be 
approved as published. Sherry Wortsmith seconded the 
motion, and it passed unanimously.

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly stated the Club will be having NAP 
games during July. Friday, July 18th, there will be a 
Unit-wide International Fund Game.

Margaret said she wants to have a garage sale after 
the club moves to the new house. We need to sell the 
barrel chairs, sofa, desks, and other items. Rick 
Lowens moved the LRDBC have a garage sale in the 
current facility at the earliest opportunity. The sale will 
be predicated on the club not being able to move until 
after August 1st, and therefore, would have to pay rent 
for August. The motion was seconded by Margaret 
Kelly. The motion passed, 7-yes and 2-abstain.

BUILDING COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Art Pfeifer reported the work on the building is going 
well. There are still several items that need work plus 
the building has to have the electrical and city 
inspections.

Diane Lord reported she is still optimistic our building 
will be ready by August 1st. The Bridge House needs to 
be ready to take possession as soon as the contractor 
is ready to release the building to them. Each day we 
fail to take possession from the Grundfest Construction 
Co., it costs us savings on the original contract amount.

Diane said two things were vitally important. One, she 
asked Dane Clay and The Bridge House Board last 
week to obtain an insurance policy on the new building.
We cannot take possession and hope for savings on 
the contract without insurance. Diane told Dane she 
would call Rebsamen and get a binder/policy, if The 
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First Place Winners in June Tournaments

Lynn & Ed Nancy Margaret, Camille, & Liz

John & Wendy Robin & Shannon Rosemary & Mary Lou

Not Pictured: Al Childs, Kathy Childs, & Allan Siebert

WOW!!!

CURTIS
FINCH

BRIDGE
HOUSE
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check into the matter some more and report back at the 
next meeting.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Sherry Wortsmith stated the committee has contacted 
AARP and Welcome Wagon will be contacted soon.
Flyers will be sent to these organizations. Bill Kinneman 
asked where the flyers are kept and pointed out the 
Thursday games are not listed. Sherry will correct the 
flyer and put some of them in the drawer at the 
doorway.

Dick Heil stated the LRDBC has signed the lease with 
The Bridge House. A copy of the lease is in the files. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♥

We mourn the passing of  
Lolita Daniels

Bridge Tips at the Table
Dick Chapman

Part of the beauty of competitive bridge is that more 
experienced players are always ready and able to 
assist newer players in improving their game. The 
formal lessons, mini-lessons, anecdotal stories, 
Newsletter articles on bidding and play, and general 
information passed on from player to player help 
everyone involved. However, in the heat of competition 
at the table, some newer players are focused on the 
next board and don’t want tips regarding the previous 
board. The newer player may know exactly what the 
problem was and how the play could have been 
different, and at other times the newer player does not 
know but doesn’t want to divert attention from or take 
time from the next board. Embarrassment and other 
personal feelings are sometimes involved. For these 
and other reasons, experienced players should be 
cautious about providing gratuitous bridge instruction at 
the table. This is not to say a tip shouldn’t be offered 
when it is clear that it welcome. “I feel that I could have 

made one more trick, but I’m not sure how” or “Anyone 
have any suggestions on how I could made that 
contract?” are sure clues that is okay to offer a tip; at 
other times it isn’t so clear. Sometimes (such as 
Master-Novice partnerships), it is worked out in 
advance whether bridge tips are welcome.

Our Zero Tolerance policy prohibits “constant and 
gratuitous lessons and analyses at the table.” This is 
not a problem in our club. But even the occasional 
comment should be offered only after it is clear that the 
newer player would be receptive. Meanwhile, 
experienced players are encouraged to continue to 
assist newer players who do seek their advice. Thanks 
to all for making bridge the great game that it is. ♦

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Boston, MA, November 20–30
Houston, TX, March 12–22, 2009

Regionals
St. Louis, MO, August 11–17
Richardson, TX, August 25–September 1
Tunica, MS, September 15–21

Sectionals
Lake Charles, LA, July 31–August 3
Huntsville, AL, August 15–17
Tupelo, MS, August 22–24
Tulsa, OK, August 22–24
Richardson, TX, September 12–14 (0–NLM)
Metairie, LA, October 2–5 (0–300)
Biloxi, MS, October 17–19
Lake DeGray, AR, October 31–November 2
Baton Rouge, LA, October 9–12 (0–300)
Fort Worth, TX, October 10–12
Kimberling City, MO, October 24–26
Muskogee, OK, November 1–2
Metairie, LA, November 6–9
Huntsville, AL, November 7–9
Richardson, TX, November 13–16
Nashville, TN, November 13–16
Baton Rouge, LA, December 4–7
Richardson, TX, December 5–7 (0-300)

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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Tournament Report
Las Vegas NABC

• Bill Kinneman, Beverly Kinneman, David Blanchard, 
& Jo Blanchard—2nd in Bracket 9 Knockout (6 
teams); 3/4 in Bracket 11 Knockout (12 teams)

• Johnnie Owen & Charlotte Davis—3rd in B in Open 
Pairs (142 pairs)

• Russ Jones & teammates—2nd in Bracket I 
Knockout (8 teams); 1st in Bracket 2 Knockout (8 
teams); 17/32 in 0-5000 Mini-Spingold (99 teams)

• David Siebert & teammates—26th in Senior Swiss 
(146 teams); 22nd in Mixed Board-a-Match (130 
teams)

Flowood, MS Regional

• Russ Jones & partner—5th in A in Open Pairs (23 
pairs)

• Russ Jones & teammates—3rd in B in Swiss (14 
teams)

To Bid Or Not To Bid
(Apologies to W. 
Shakespeare)
Dick Heil

To bid, or not to bid: that is the question:
Whether 'tis nobler in the mind to suffer
The slings and arrows of down one,
Or to take arms against a bid of two hearts,
And by opposing set them? To double: to bid on;
No more; and by a bid of three Clubs to say we end
The heart-ache and the minus one-ten
That is sure to be, 'tis a conundrum
Devoutly to be wish'd. To double, to bid on;
To go for a top: perchance to get a bottom: ay, there's 

the rub;
For in that balancing bid of death what matchpoint glory 

may come
When we have shuffled off this final deal,
Must give us pause: there's the respect of a section top
That makes calamity of being last;
For who would bear the whips and scorns of our 

partners,
The over bidders wrong, the prudent man's contumely,
The pangs of despised down two doubled, the Total 

Tricks Law's delay,
The insolence of computer dealt hands and the spurns
Of the patient Tournament Directors,
When he himself might his bold bid make
With a bare Ace? who would No Trump bid,
To grunt and sweat under a unmake able contract,
But that the dread of something after the match,
The undiscover'd contracts from whose bourn
All else bid, puzzles the will
And makes us rather bear those ills we have
Used conventions that we know not of?
Thus conscience does make cowards of us all;
And thus the native hue of resolution
Is to quit this game but is a pale cast of thought,
With this regard their currents turn awry,
And lose the name of action. – Bid you on now!
The fair Partner Nymph, in thy memories
Be all my overbids forgotten. ♣

Camille Ellis celebrates her 90th

Birthday!
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

Diane Lord Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Ann Ferrill Bill Kinneman
Gerald Koonce Vicki Scanlon
Margaret Mathews Jane Teed
Dave Neuschwanger Sherry Wortsmith

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

August Special Games
Swiss Team

Sunday 3rd 1:30 p.m.

Club Membership

Saturday 2nd 12:30 p.m.
Thursday 19th 7:00 p.m.
Saturday 27th 12:30 p.m.

North American Pairs

Tuesday 5th 9:30 a.m.
Sunday 10th 1:30 p.m.
Friday 15th 7:00 p.m.
Monday 18th 11:00 a.m.
Monday 25th 7:00 p.m. 0–300
Thursday 28th 11:00 a.m.

Unit-Wide Championship

Friday 8th 7:00 p.m.

Club Championship

Wednesday 13th 9:30 a.m.
Friday 22nd 7:00 p.m.

Master/Novice

Tuesday 26th 7:00 p.m.


