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OH, So That’s What You 
Meant…
David Cockcroft

I was playing with an established partner the other night 
and picked up this whopper ♠ A, ♥ x, ♦ A K J x , ♣ A Q
10 9 x x x, and was delighted to hear partner open the 
bidding with 1♠.

Little did I know what fun was in store for me.

I responded 2♣ and my partner rebid 2♥. Well, I’ve 
overbid misfits before and gotten away with it, so I 
jumped to 4♣, which I intended as a version of Roman 
Key Card for the minors, or Minorwood, as it is called 
by David Siebert who helped popularize the convention 
locally. In Minorwood 4♣ or 4♦ is treated as asking for 
controls in the specified minor. Responses are similar 
to those in Roman Key Card Blackwood. You must 
have agreed on the suit prior to using the convention or 
you can treat a jump rebid of a minor already bid 
naturally, which was the case in this auction. 

So the bidding has gone (with the opponents passing 
throughout): 1♠–2♣–2♥–4♣.

Partner responded 4♠ (the third step) to my 4♣ bid thus 
showing 2 controls without the Queen of clubs. His two
controls must be the heart Ace and club King, so with a 
little pause for reflection, I counted 11 top tricks (7 
clubs, 2 diamonds, and the 2 major suit Aces). Surely 
for his opening bid pard had to have one or both of the 
missing Kings and possibly the diamond Queen, so I 
had no qualms bidding 7NT.

A small heart was led and dummy came down with ♠ K
J 10 x x x, ♥ A K Q J, ♦ 10 x x, ♣ —. OOPS!

The good news was he did have those 2 missing major 
suit Kings, but where were his clubs? It turns out that 
partner thought my jump to 4♣ was Ace-asking in 
hearts, the last bid suit!! He was showing me his Ace 
and King of hearts (for some reason he ignored the 
Queen).

Well, here we were. All you can do is do your best. I 
won the heart in dummy and discarded the blocking 
spade Ace from my hand on another high heart. Then 
played the spade King and when all followed, continued 
with the spade Jack losing to the Queen, but 
establishing the spades which broke favorably. RHO,

who won the spade Queen, should have returned a 
club thus stranding me in my hand for good. Instead a 
diamond was returned.

Well I took a deep breath played low from the ♦ A K J x 
and let it ride around to dummy’s 10 and claimed the 
rest of the tricks, losing only the spade Queen.

Partner and I had a hearty laugh at the whole mishap 
but I came away with two thoughts:

Be careful with fancy conventional bids—even the best 
of partners, myself included, sometimes get confused 
or forget; and, there are no throw-in plays at the 7-level. 
♠

Jim Awalt & Helen Abbott scored a 
75.32% game Monday August 4

Our Club
Dick Heil

What a blessing it is to be a member of our Club! Just 
think about what has been accomplished since 
September 1 last year.

Each of us dug deeply into our pockets and said that “I
believe in the vision of Curtis Finch, Mike Compton, 
Jane Dickey, Dane Clay, and many others”. We joined 
together as a team and provided the financial resources 
to create a facility that will be envied by much of the 
bridge-playing community in the nation.
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First Game in The Curtis Finch Bridge House

Board
Meeting

Director Fran signs up Frances,
David, and David

Board
Meeting

The First Winners

Ann & David

Bonnie & Dane
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Diane Lord, Art Pfeifer, David Siebert, Mike Compton, 
Jane Dickey, Bill Jett, Margaret Kelly, and Dick 
Chapman met more times that they care to remember, 
hashing out the details of balancing our building wants 
and needs with our projected and actual financial 
resources. To make this process even more difficult 
was the dealing with all of the governmental 
requirements that frequently threw financial monkey 
wrenches into the plans. The level of intellectual and 
emotional involvement of this group is beyond 
comprehension. We should all personally go up to each 
person and thank them for their passion and their 
accomplishments.

From the day the first shovel was put in the ground until 
the day we moved in, Art Pfeifer and Bill Jett used their 
professional experience to coordinate with Dave 
Grundfest Contractors to resolve problems and ensure 
that we would have the best building we could afford.

As the physical structure’s needs were being attended 
to there was another Committee working to develop the 
myriad of details on the interior of the building—paint, 
carpet, kitchen cabinets, bathroom fixtures, chair rails, 
new chairs, more tables, pencil holders, trash 
receptacles, and on and on and on. Again, we need to 
walk up to Diane Lord, Ann Lewis, Lisa Whitbeck, and 
Sandy Jones and say “Wow, you did a great job! Thank 
you!”

August 9 was Move-In Day. We were deluged with help 
from all segments of our club. To say that the move 
went smoothly would be an understatement of the 
facts. On Friday before the move several women
poured their hearts out getting things arranged so that 
when we moved in 80% of the work had already been 
done. People hooked up ice machines, refrigerators, 
and computers. A crew of men buggy-lugged the chairs 
and tables from our old house. The Design Committee 
was ruthless in insuring that the grain patterns of the 
tables all faced the same direction, and that every old 
chair and table was cleaned until it shone in the 
morning sun streaming through the windows. Pizzas 
were provided by Jeanne Lloyd, Billie Swatek, and 
Norma Campbell. I hesitate to list all of the names 
because I may forget one.

We now have a home of our own! It could not have 
happened without your support. It could not have 
happened without your passion to believe in our future.

It could not have happened without your intellectual, 
emotional, and financial support. It could not have 
happened without the sweat equity of so many.

Wouldn’t it be great if we could all stand in one huge 
group, look to the sky, and shout at the top of our lungs
“We did it!” ♥

Rita Sevall is a new Bronze 
Life Master—Wonderful!

Mail Boxes
We now have 297 members in 
our Club and currently we have
only 216 mail boxes. We have
noticed in the past that many people who were 
assigned mailboxes did not choose to use them. 
Therefore we are requesting that anyone that wants a 
mailbox to please sign the list by the Directors Area by 
Sunday August 24. Mailbox assignments will be made 
not later than Monday September 1. If you cannot sign 
the list for some reason please e-mail Dick Heil at 
heil@sbcglobal.net or call him at 753-3097. ♦

Garage Sale
The Bridge House will conduct a garage sale Friday 
and Saturday, August 15 and 16, at the Tanglewood 
location. Margaret Kelly and Liz Parry will be at the 
Tanglewood location TUESDAY from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
to take donations. They will also be there after the 
Thursday day game (starting approx. 2:30 or 2:45 p.m.)

If anyone wants to help Margaret and Liz get ready for 
this sale, please call either of them for info. ♣

August Board Minutes
Ann Lewis, Secretary

August 10, 2008. The LRDBC Board meeting was 
called to order by President Dick Heil. Others in 
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hors d’oeuvres, 7:00 p.m. — Game. This party is 
for members and significant others. Hors d’oeuvres 
will be provided by the Board members of LRDBC 
and TBH. (No potluck on this night.)

Ø Saturday, October 11, 12 Noon – Will invite all 
Arkansas Bridge Clubs members to visit our new 
house and play bridge free. Refreshments will be 
provided.

Ø Sunday, October 12, 12 Noon — Card Cutting 
(ribbon cutting). Several dignitaries will be invited 
and we will have speakers. Expecting City, County, 
and ACBL leaders. 12:30 p.m. — Catered lunch will 
be served to LRDBC members and Invited guests.
1:30 p.m. — Bridge game.

Bill Smith, editor of the ACBL Bulletin, will be in Little 
Rock for the Opening Weekend Activities. There will be 
a 2-page spread in the magazine about the Curtis Finch 
Bridge House.

Jane thinks Soiree and Inviting Arkansas will attend at 
least one of the opening activities. Hopefully, the 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette will cover some of the 
opening activities. Phyllis Brandon has been contacted.

Initiations will be sent out for the opening activities on 
October 11 and 12. Jeanne Lloyd and Fran Cockcroft 
are handling the invitations.

Jane asked Jeanne Lloyd to explain the benefits of 
joining the Greater Little Rock Chamber of Commerce. 
After her explanation, there was much discussion, but 
no action was taken.

Dick Heil stated he, Rick Lowens, Dane Clay, and Dick 
Chapman had met to work on the finances of the 
LRDBC and TBH. The following proposal was 
presented by Rick Lowens:

1. Based on projections of table counts for 3 different 
scenarios (10% increase over 2008 actual table 
count, 2008 table count, and 2007 table count) and 
assuming the same level expenses as 2007 and
2008, the LRDBC should be able to maintain a 
positive cash flow through 2009.

2. Based on LRDBC’s current cash position and the 
projected cash flow, LRDBC shall evaluate 
prepaying their monthly rental fee to TBH. This 
prepayment shall be considered an asset for 
LRDBC and as a liability for TBH. Any prepayments 

attendance were Bill Kinneman, Ann Ferrill, Vicki 
Scanlon, Sherry Wortsmith, Deb Phillips, Art Pfeifer, 
Ann Lewis, Jane Teed, Margaret Kelly, Margaret 
Matthews, Rick Lowens, Dave Neuschwanger, and
Dick Chapman. Also, in attendance were guests 
Jeanne Lloyd and Mike Compton. Dick Heil announced 
Dick Chapman is the liaison between the LRDBC and 
The Bridge House (TBH) Boards.

Dick asked for approval of the agenda. This passed 
unanimously.

The following chairmen were appointed:

•Ann Lewis, Design Committee

•Judy Chapman, Landscape Committee

•Ann Ferrill and Sherry Wortsmith, Recognition 
Committee

Deb Phillips moved the July Board minutes be 
approved as published. Jane Teed seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens reported the club had a profit to date of 
$17,750.83. The July table count was 351.5—the 
highest ever for a July.

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly stated there are no special games in 
September. The Club will be open during the Tunica 
Tournament week.

HEAD DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Deb Phillips stated there were several changes in the 
ACBL laws. She will have the directors meeting soon.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Bill Kinneman said the fall schedule of classes has 
been set. It was published in the August Newsletter.

TBH will begin advertising bridge classes in the 
newspaper during the week of September 15–21. The 
cost of advertising will be reimbursed 75% by ACBL 
and 25% by the Unit and District.

OPENING ACTIVITIES COMMITTEE

Jane Teed stated the Opening Activities are as follow:

Ø Friday, September 12, 6:00 p.m.— Cocktails and 
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shall be considered payments for the end of the 
current five year lease term and will not reduce 
LRDBC’s responsibility to make current lease 
payments.

3. All equipment other than the computer, software, 
and bridge supplies (cards, travelers, etc.) belongs 
to TBH and will be purchased, insured, and 
maintained by TBH.

4. LRDBC will maintain adequate cash reserves 
(amount to be determined after at least 6 months 
experience in the new facility). Excess cash 
reserves of LRDBC will be reviewed at least semi-
annually to determine if prepaying monthly rental 
fees to TBH is viable.

Art Pfeifer then moved the LRDBC prepay 3 months 
rent ($12,600) to TBH and Rick Lowens be given the 
authority to pay more to TBH if he deems it if feasible 
from the LRDBC account. Margaret Matthews second 
the motion. Discussion followed. It was noted that TBH
can make prepayments on their loan until January 4, 
2009 without penalty. The motion passed unanimously. 
Dick Heil stated this proposal will be a recurrent item on 
the LRDBC agenda every 6 months.

GARAGE SALE

Margaret Kelly announced the LRDBC will have a 
garage sale at the old building next weekend, August 
15 and 16. The hours will be from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. each day. Margaret encouraged every member to 
bring items for the sale.

Mike Compton stated TBH is paying rent of $45 a day 
in August for the old space in Tanglewood. The lease 
will end on Monday, August 18, 2008. The phone 
service will be disconnected at the former space on 
Monday, August 11, 2008.

Dick Heil suggested LRDBC investigate hosting a
Sectional Tournament in 2009. Sherry Wortsmith 
moved and Margaret Matthews seconded that LRDBC 
look into the matter and discuss the tournament at the 
September meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

MEMORIAL FUND

Dick asked if the LRDBC needs to have a policy on 

Memorial Fund donations. Rick Lowens stated LRDBC 
use to donate $10 to a favorite charity on the death of a 
member, member’s spouse, child, or parent. Rick 
moved the LRDBC make a $25 donation in these 
circumstances. Margaret Matthews seconded the 
motion. Ann Lewis moved this motion be tabled until 
the September meeting. Margaret Kelly seconded this 
motion, and it passed unanimously.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♠

Course Offering: Bidding 
with and opposite Balanced 
Hands
Gordon Campbell

Subject: “Bidding with and opposite Balanced Hands.”
A subset of about half of my previous 8-lesson course 
last year, so previous attendees will learn nothing new!, 
but they are welcome!

Balanced Hands are Boring but they are the Bread and 
Butter of Bridge Bidding. This course will discuss a 
philosophy for bidding balanced hands, and detail a 
number of easy conventions that are appropriate 
whatever the HCP range.

Format: 5 lessons including 1 review. Each will include 
about 60% theory and about 40% examples and 
practice, with audience questions throughout. 2-2½ 
hours on Wednesday evenings starting October 29th 
from 6:45 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.-ish.

Dates: October 29, November 5, November 12, 
November 19, and November 26 (review only, as some 
may be away or in Boston).

Cost: $70.00 for the course including notes. Payment in 
advance.

Instructor: Gordon Campbell

Class size: Numbers may be limited depending on how 
everyone finds the new classroom layout.

As I am out of town until October, I would prefer any 
questions or attendance interest/commitment to be sent 
in an email to redoubler@gmail.com. ♥

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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From the Director's Room
Club Cell Phone Policy

ACBL and LRDBC both have the policy of silenced cell 
phones during play. ACBL has taken this to another 
level and does not allow cell phone to be on the playing 
floor. Some have been caught cheating by using their 
cell phones. While this is not the problem at the club 
level, there is definitely a phone etiquette that needs to 
be observed by all. As in keeping with ACBL, we will 
now start enforcing this club policy. A one-third board 
penalty will be assessed on each player whose cell 
phone rings on the playing floor if the director reminds 
you to turn your phones off. You cannot be expected to 
remember to turn them off if not reminded. If the 
director does remind you though and your phone rings, 
you will be penalized. This seems to be the only way 
that we can force you to be courteous with your cell 
phones. ♦

Keep it Clean
As with any new thing we all want to keep our new 
building neat, clean, and shiny. But this is going to take 
work and effort on all the part of each of us. When you
leave the table at the end of the session please check 
to be sure that all trash is removed and the chairs are 
placed back under the table. Look around and ask 
yourself “What can I do to help?”

environmentally friendly, we will not be using plastic 
tableware. We have purchased an adequate supply of 
flatware for your use. When you use the flatware please 
rinse it off and place it in the dishwasher. ♣

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Boston, MA, November 20–30

Regionals
Richardson, TX, August 25–September 1
Tunica, MS, September 15–21

Sectionals
Richardson, TX, September 12–14 (0–NLM)
Metairie, LA, October 2–5 (0–300)
Biloxi, MS, October 17–19
Lake DeGray, AR, October 31–November 2
Baton Rouge, LA, October 9–12 (0–300)
Fort Worth, TX, October 10–12
Kimberling City, MO, October 24–26
Muskogee, OK, November 1–2
Metairie, LA, November 6–9
Huntsville, AL, November 7–9
Richardson, TX, November 13–16
Nashville, TN, November 13–16
Baton Rouge, LA, December 4–7
Richardson, TX, December 5–7 (0-300)

Be a Good Neighbor— Don’t 
Park on the Street

If you are a smoker it is 
requested that you use the 
doors on the sides of the 
building to smoke outside. 
Please do not smoke in 
the front of the building.

In order to be more
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

Diane Lord Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Ann Ferrill Bill Kinneman
Gerald Koonce Vicki Scanlon
Margaret Mathews Jane Teed
Dave Neuschwanger Sherry Wortsmith

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

September Special Games
North American 49er

Monday 1st 7:00 p.m.
Tuesday 9th 7:00 p.m.
Monday 15th 7:00 p.m.
Thursday 25th 7:00 p.m.
Monday 29th 7:00 p.m.

Club Championship

Thursday 4th 11:00 a.m.
Sunday 14th 1:30 p.m.
Thursday 19th 7:00 p.m.
Saturday 27th 12:30 p.m.

Swiss Team

Sunday 7th 1:30 p.m.

Unit-Wide Championship

Monday 8th 7:00 p.m. 0–20 & 0–300

ACBL Instant Matchpoint

Thursday 11th 7:00 p.m.

Master/Novice

Tuesday 23rd 7:00 p.m.


