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Play one hand with Bo
Bo Liu

It is the second board. N-S vulnerable. I am sitting East, 
holding ♠ Q J 6, ♥ 10 8, ♦ K Q, ♣ K 10 5 4 3 2. The 
bidding goes:

S W N E
P

1NT1 P 2♦2 P
2♥ P 3♣3 P
3♦4 P 3♥ P
3♠4 P 4NT5 P
5♠6 P 6♥ All Pass

1 16–18 balanced hand.
2 Transfer.
3 Second suit or cue bid.
4 Cue bid.
5 RKC in hearts.
6 2 keys with the heart Queen.

Pard leads the diamond 9. We use UDCA (“upside 
down count and attitude”) and coded 9’s and 10’s (lead 
of a 9 or 10 is the top of nothing or promises the next 
higher card plus a non-touching higher card). I see 
dummy: ♠ 8 3 2, ♥ A K 9 6 3 2, ♦ J 10, ♣ A 6.

Declarer covers the diamond 9 with dummy’s 10, I play 
the Queen, and declarer wins with the Ace. Declarer 
plays the heart Jack, 5, 2, 8, then heart 4, 7, King, 10. 
Next, declarer leads the diamond Jack to my King, 
declarer’s 5, and partner’s 8. Now I run RACP 4 steps 
(see article in October 2008 Newsletter):

1. Table has 12 HCP, I have 11 HCP, South 16–18, 
so partner will be 0–1.

2. Heart distribution is 6-3-3-2. partner’s diamond 8 
shows he is left with 3 or 5 diamonds, so South 
originally has 5 or 3 diamonds.

3. Declarer’s winners: 10 tricks (2 spades, 6 hearts, 
1 diamond, 1 club). Our defensive winners: 1, 
with possible defensive winners in spades or 
clubs.

4. Since I don’t have any red cards and clubs are
not good to touch I have to lead a spade now. I 
would like to play the spade 6 and this will be 
good if partner has the spade 10 or South 

doesn’t take a double finesse if his spades are A 
K 10.

Real play: I play the spade 6 which declarer takes with 
his 10, partner following with the 4 and dummy the 2.

Now declarer stops and takes a long time to think. 
Why? He has 11 tricks now. His diamonds must be 3 
cards, if he has 5 diamonds he can build a winner in 
diamonds (12th). So he has 7 cards in the black suits. 
Can he have 3 spades and 4 clubs? No; if so he has 
nothing to think about. He should cash winners to play 
psychic squeeze or finesse club or take Chinese 
finesse1 in clubs. He must have 4 spades and 3 clubs. 
So he is choosing between spades being split 3–3 or a 
spade/club squeeze and meantime keeping a chance 
to finesse in clubs. Of course, I hope he chooses the 
squeeze. How to let my play look like I have one more 
spade and one less club? Yes, keep my club 2 and 
pitch the club 10 in the “squeeze” time. If I do so, will 
partner’s pitches reveal the truth? No—he has only two 
clubs and three diamonds which are free to pitch, also 
he is behind declarer so he will have easy pitches.

As I hope, declarer (South) plays the heart Queen to 
the diamond 2, heart Ace, club 3. Table plays heart 9 to 
club 4, club 7, diamond 3. Then spade 3 to Jack, Ace, 
5. Declarer plays diamond 6 to 7, heart 3, club 5. He 
plays the heart 6 from table, I pitch the club 10, declarer 
the spade 7, and partner the diamond 4.

The whole 4 hands are:

♠ 8 3 2
♥ A K 9 6 3 2
♦ J 10
♣ A 6

♠ 9 5 4 ♠ Q J 6
♥ 7 5 ♥ 10 8
♦ 9 8 7 4 3 2 ♦ K Q
♣ 9 8 ♣ K 10 5 4 3 2

♠ A K 10 7
♥ Q J 4
♦ A 6 5
♣ Q J 7

1 A psychological finesse that, based on the actual card 
layout, would not work; however, due to a defender's 
confusion of partner's holdings, an otherwise non-
winning trick is allowed to slide by the defender (also 
called a Pseudo Finesse). ♦
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Johnston, Somers Collins, Lisa Whitbeck, Dave Flis, 
and Ann Lewis. There were over 130 people in 
attendance including Chief Executive Officer of the 
ACBL Jay Baum and his wife Kathy, ACBL Bridge 
Bulletin Associate Editor Dave Smith, District 10 
Director in Charge Charlie McCracken, District 10 
ACBL Representative Bill Cook, and many other 
dignitaries. After the excellent lunch we had 28 tables 
of bridge. All in all it was a great day and a great start 
on our future success.

We have been very fortunate this year in having over 
70 brand new people join our Club. That is almost 25% 
of our membership. With all of the new faces, each of 
us “old timers” needs to reach out and make our 
newest members feel welcome. Our continued success 
and growth is in keeping our new members and having 
them spread the word about our Club. It is well known 
that the best and the least costly advertising is word of 
mouth. The more people we can get talking about our 
Club, the more we will grow.

This will be a win-win situation for all of us. We will 
have the opportunity to make new friends, have larger 
games at all levels, and have the reputation of being a 
fun place to be. Can you imagine consistently having 2-
section games of 11 or more tables each? Can you 
imagine Friday Night Pot-lucks with the aroma of home-
cooked specialties filling your nostrils? With the 
increased table count we may even be able to pay our 
off our mortgage faster and hold a Grand Mortgage 
Burning Ceremony.

We can do it. We can open our arms; we can open our 
hearts—we can proclaim come join us. Come have fun 
and escape for a few hours. Come and play in the 
world’s most popular card game. Come make new 
friends. Come join OUR CLUB. ♣

October Board Minutes
Ann Lewis, Secretary

October 5, 2008. The LRDBC Board meeting was 
called to order by President Dick Heil. Others in 
attendance were Ann Ferrill, Deb Phillips, Ann Lewis, 
Diane Lord, Rick Lowens, Art Pfeifer, Margaret 
Mathews, Gerald Koonce, Sherry Wortsmith, Jane 
Teed, Bill Kinneman, and Vicki Scanlon. Also, present 
was liaison from TBH Board, Dick Chapman.

Dave Smith Believes
From Dave Smith, ACBL Bridge Bulletin Associate 
Editor, in a letter to Dick Chapman:

It was certainly my pleasure to attend the festivities this 
past weekend at your club. People were proud, and 
rightfully so, of your amazing new facility. Thank you for 
letting me be part of it.

Mr. Finch, Allan, and Somers must believe in this 
parable: Cast bread on the waters and it will multiply 
and return. I found the generosity of your club members 
to be quite remarkable. They believed in something and 
now we all can see the results.

Please find a small check [Ed. Note: $100] enclosed. I 
guess I also believe.

Regards, Dave Smith

And an excerpt from Dave’s email to David Siebert:

I wanted to write and thank you for including me in your 
club's festivities this past weekend. I appreciate the 
help you've given me regarding your new awesome 
bridge club. I know the word awesome is overused, but 
in this case it is not. ♦

We are on a Roll
Dick Heil

Our Grand Opening was a huge success due to the 
outstanding efforts of the Opening Committee, Jane 
Teed, Jan Trotter, Jeanne Lloyd, Judy Chapman, Lew 
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Sherry Wortsmith moved the September LRDBC 
minutes be approved as published. Jane Teed 
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE

Dick announced he had appointed the following to the 
Nominating Committee: Jan Trotter, chairman, Liz 
Parry, and Lew Johnson.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens said the table count for September was 
315, which is the highest ever for that month. He added 
many people had gone to the bridge tournament in 
Tunica the third week of September. He stated we had 
a loss $100 for September. He reiterated the 
membership must work hard to keep the table count up.

LEAD DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Deb Phillips announced the directors had polled their 
games about whether to make a game a charity game.

Dick Heil stated ACBL states that for every charity 
game LRDBC has, LRDBC must have an ACBL charity 
game. ACBL will appoint four districts a year that will 
choose the ACBL charities. District 10 will choose the 
ACBL charities in 2010.

Margaret Mathews moved the LRDBC membership be 
given a factual report on the ACBL Charity games, and 
then the LRDBC membership be polled concerning the 
charity games. Gerald Koonce seconded the motion. 
After much discussion, the motion passed. Deb Phillips, 
Diane Lord, and Ann Ferrill will write the report and be 
responsible for polling the LRDBC membership about 
this matter.

EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Bill Kinneman reported the following classes are being 
held at TBH: Club Series – 62 students; David Siebert’s 
two over one bidding class – 29 students; David & Fran 
Cockcroft’s defensive class – 30 students, and the 
Heart Series – 25 students. Gordon Campbell will begin 
his class on October 22, 2008.

GRAND OPENING COMMITTEE’S REPORT

Jane Teed announced the programs for Sunday’s 
Grand Opening are ready. Thanks to Fran Cockcroft for 
doing the program layout.

Saturday, October 11th, LRDBC has invited the 
members of other Arkansas clubs to come tour the 

Bridge House and play bridge free. Refreshments will 
be served.

Sunday, October 12, 2009, is the Grand Opening. The 
dedication ceremony will begin at 12 noon. Jane Dickey 
is the Master of Ceremony. City Director Dean 
Kumpuris will may the dedication key note address. 
After the dedication, lunch will be served. Jane stated 
136 people had signed up for the lunch and to play 
bridge.

2009 SECTIONAL TOURNAMENT

Dick Heil announced he had appointed John Chapman 
to look into the possibility of the LRDBC having this 
tournament.

“EIGHT IS ENOUGH” GAME REPORT

Gerald Koonce reported there is a conflict with having 
this game on the first Sunday in January, 2009. He 
suggested the game be moved to Sunday, February 1, 
2009.

Dick Heil announced Unit Qualifying will be Saturday, 
October 25, 20008, at the Bridge House. Lunch will be 
served. Unit 161 will pay all expenses associated with 
this event.

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned. ♠

The Bridge 
House 
Financial 
Condition
Dick Chapman, TBH Treasurer

Dick Chapman has maintained the records of the 
capital campaign of The Bridge House, and after our 
move to Indiana Street has handled its operational 
accounts (Rick Lowens continues to be the treasurer 
for the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club, and the two 
organizations maintain separate accounting records). 
The information on page 9 reflects the results of the 
capital campaign, construction project, and recent 
operations of TBH as of September 30, 2008. A year-
end report will appear in a later issue of the Newsletter. 
Meanwhile, if you have any questions about the 
financial condition of TBH, you are welcome to contact 
Dick. ♥
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THE BRIDGE HOUSE
A Section 501(c)(3) Charitable (Educational) Organization

Financial Position as of September 30, 2008
See Note A

ASSETS

Current Assets
Cash on hand awaiting deposit $     62.50
Cash or equivalents in financial institutions 12,124.83
Utility deposits 166.00
Due from LRDBC for bill paid for that organization 295.63
Due from LRDBC for prepaid rent 12,600.00
Unpaid pledges (Note B)

2008 pledges 6,060.00
2009 pledges 8,632.00

Total unpaid pledges 14,692.00
Total current assets 39,940.96

Fixed Assets
Fixtures (Note C) 7,713.52
Real estate

Indirect costs (loan fees, Note D) 2,927.00
Building (includes site preparation) 614,448.49
Landscaping Costs 23,619.50
Total improvements, at cost 638,067.99
Land (includes asbestos/demo) 164,658.81

Total real estate 805,653.80
Total fixed assets 813,367.32

TOTAL ASSETS $853,308.28

LIABILITIES AND NET WORTH

Current Liabilities
Retainage (due contractor at final billing) 30,526.00

Total current liabilities 30,526.00

Long-term liabilities
Pulaski Bank Mortgage 250,000.00
Prepaid rent 12,600.00

Total long-term liabilities 262,600.00

TOTAL LIABILITIES $293,126.00

NET WORTH $560,182.28

NOTE A: This report is restricted to the capital campaign of The Bridge House and operations starting in August 
2008. Operations prior to August were performed from a separate checking account maintained by 
previous treasurer. This checking account is still in existence and will be added when annual report is 
compiled.

NOTE B: Pledges remaining unpaid may be revalued.
NOTE C: Purchases made for TBH by LRDBC will be added in the year-end report.
NOTE D: Loan fees could reasonably be characterized as an expense (as interest) rather than building cost.

ACBL-wide Charity open Game Monday night, 
November 24, 7:00 p.m.
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The Flannery Overcall?
David Cockcroft

A new convention was born at the Bridge House on 
Tuesday, October 21, at approximately 9:17 p.m.

I was sitting North, (not vulnerable vs. vulnerable) 
holding this motley collection: ♠ Q x x, ♥ x x x, ♦ Q x, 
♣ A K x x x. After two passes I decided on a third-seat 
lead directing bid of 1♣. East, on my left, bid 2♦. There 
was no alert; their convention card identified this bid as 
a weak jump overcall. Partner passed and West raised 
to 3♦. I passed.

Surprisingly, East now bid 3♥. Perhaps her 2♦ overcall 
wasn’t so weak after all and she was possibly showing 
a heart stopper and inviting her partner to bid 3NT?

West seemed perplexed by her partner’s bid but, being 
a seasoned veteran with flexible instincts, she raised 
her partner to 4♥. So the auction was:

S W N E
P P 1♣ 2♦
P 3♦ P 3♥
P 4♥ All Pass

Partner led a low diamond and dummy came down 
with:

♠ x
♥ J x x
♦ A J 10 x x
♣ Q x x x

Declarer called for the diamond Jack and won my 
Queen with her King. Declarer played the spade Ace
and followed with a spade ruff in dummy. She then led 
the diamond Ace, discarding a club from her hand, 
ruffed a diamond (over ruffing me), ruffed a spade, 
ruffed another diamond, and ruffed a third spade in 
dummy. After conceding two clubs tricks and the heart 
Ace, declarer chalked up +620. The full hand is shown 
in the next column.

With only 20 HCP between them, our opponents had
earned themselves a top board. West acknowledged 
that she was planning on opening 2♦ as Flannery, a 
conventional bid showing exactly 4 spades and 5 
hearts with 11–15 HCP. She did not see my 1♣
opening, and thus, the Flannery Overcall was born.

Dummy
♠ x
♥ J x x
♦ A J 10 x x
♣ Q x x x

(Partner) (Me)
♠ K J x x ♠ Q x x x
♥ A x ♥ x x x
♦ x x x x x ♦ Q x
♣ J x ♣ A K x x

Declarer
♠ A x x x
♥ K Q x x x
♦ K
♣ x x x

In view of the fact that he had five diamonds, a suit that 
had been bid and raised by the opponents, my astute 
partner led a diamond, assured that I would ruff. 
Unfortunately it did not turn out so well. If he had led his 
heart Ace and continued with a low heart, or if he had 
led a club, the suit I bid originally, I would have 
switched to trumps after winning a high club. In either 
case the contract would fail.

Still, I take great pride in knowing that a new convention 
was invented at The Bridge House, and I was its first 
victim. If necessity is the mother of invention, who is the 
father? Luck, perhaps? ♦

to the newest members of 
LRDBC
Chucki Bradbury Esther Jones Christi Oliver

The 70% Club
Four fantastic game results in October:

• David Cockcroft & Peggy Jett—Thursday morning, 
October 15—72.76%

• David Cockcroft & Bill Jones—Saturday afternoon, 
October 25, NAP Qualifying 2nd Session—70.60%

• Ann Clay & Dane Clay—Saturday afternoon, 
October 11—70.14%

• Deb Phillips & Bill Jones—Tuesday morning, 
October 28—70.00%
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First Place Winners From St. Louis, Richardson, Hills Iowa, & Tunica

Ann, David, Norma, Bill
Diane, Ann, Fran

Bonnie
Jack

Barbara, David, Sherry
Not Pictured

Karen Anderson
Byron Southern
Langdon Jones
Elaine Lowens
Rick Lowens

Margaret Lavelle
Richard Johnson
Carolyn Johnson

Rosemary Beverly
Helen Bill

Barbara Ralph Allan
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Proper Bidding Technique
David Siebert

This hand came up the other day at the club.

Let me explain my auction and my reasoning.

I opened 1♠ (don’t open these strong distributional 
hands with 2♣; they won’t pass out).

Playing two over one, 2♦ now forces us to game.

3♦ by North not only confirms a diamond fit, it gives 
South the opportunity to let North know if there is also a 
spade fit.

Here are our hands and the complete bidding:

North
♠ A K Q 10 x x
♥ x
♦ K Q J x x
♣ J

South
♠ J x x
♥ A x
♦ A x x x x
♣ A x x

S W N E
1♠ P

2♦ P 3♦ P
3♠ P 4♦1 P
4♥2 P 4♠3 P
6♠4 P 7NT5 All Pass

1 Minorwood for diamonds (6 key cards—since you 
have agreed on two suits both the spade King and the 
diamond King are counted).

2 Shows 0 or 3 key cards.
3 I’m pretty sure South has 3 key cards, not 0, but why 

risk being wrong. South should pass this bid with 0 
key cards and bid 6 with 3 key cards.

4 South has 3 key cards.
5 I can now count 13 tricks—6 spades, 5 diamonds, and 

the heart and club Aces.

Seems easy, but we were the only pair that got to 7NT. 
A common mistake made by many sitting North was 
that, after hearing 2♦, they bid 4♦ (Minorwood for 
diamonds) then when they found 3 Aces they bid 7♦
because they were not sure spades would run. ♠

On to Vicksburg
Dick Heil

On Saturday, October 25th, the Unit 161 North 
American Pairs Qualifying Game was held at Our 
Home. We had pairs from Hot Springs, Hot Springs 
Village, and our Club at the event. Overall there were 
21½ tables in attendance. The overall winners were 
David Cockcroft and Bill Jones. Of the 20 Little Rock 
pairs that attended, 12 qualified for the next round—the 
District 10 Qualifying Round at Vicksburg, January 10–
11, 2009.

Every qualified “B” & “C” pair that competes in 
Vicksburg will receive a $100 stipend from Unit 161 
regardless of its placement at Vicksburg. All the pairs 
have to do is just compete at the District Level in 
Vicksburg.

After the first session, a Whole Hog® B-B-Q lunch was 
provided to all players. We had pulled pork, chicken, 
baked beans, coleslaw, and potato salad. In addition 
sodas, coffee, and iced tea were available.

Due to the outstanding team efforts of Peggy Jett, Fran 
Cockcroft, and Dick Chapman the event ran like 
clockwork. They were assigning tables, entering 
scores, replacing toilet paper, setting up the luncheon, 
and making coffee and tea. Their outstanding efforts 
truly represented the best that our Club has to offer. In 
addition to that outstanding team, there were also the 
efforts of Judy Chapman, Sheila Mehaffy, and Deb 
Phillips to help clean up after lunch.

The attitude that makes Our Club special is the 
willingness to notice what has to be done and then 
jump in enthusiastically to get it done. We are a special 
Club because we have special people. ♣

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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Eight Is Enough
Do you want to meet new friends?

Do you want to get the opportunity to expand your 
bridge knowledge?

Do you want to improve your results when you play in 
team games at tournaments?

We are going to try something new and exciting, very 
similar to Master/Novice, except it will be for team 
games rather than pairs. We are going to try the “Eight 
is Enough” concept that has been so successful In 
Memphis and in many other bridge clubs. In this 
concept the overall goal is to match more experienced 
players with less experienced players in a team game 
format. Each team will be allowed 8 “Player Points.”

Players with over 1000 masterpoints will be 3 Player 
Points per member. Players with 300–1000 MPs will be 
2 Player Points per member. Non-Life masters with 0–
300 MPs will be 1 Player Point per member. “1-Point” 
players (0–300) will be asked to get a partner and to 
sign up at the bulletin board. We will then be asking the 
“3-point” and “2-point” players to choose one of the “1-
point” player pairs to form a 4-person team to 
participate in the “Eight is Enough” team game to be 
held on Sunday December 7th at 1:30 p.m. Depending 
upon the number of teams that enter, the event may be 
stratified. Teams with 7–8 Player Points will be “A”, 5–6 
Player Points will be “B”, and 4 Player Point teams will 
be “C”.

The overall goal is to introduce more 0–300 players into 
the joys of team games. This may also help 0–300
players to be more successful at tournaments. If at all 
possible, it is requested that four 2-point level players 
do not team up until all of the 1-point pairs have been 
teamed up.

This will be a great opportunity for our Club to grow and 
strengthen our bonds of friendship and have fun at the 
same time.

See you on December 7th at 1:30 p.m. for “Eight is 
Enough.”

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Boston, MA, November 20–30
Houston, TX, March 12–22

Regionals
Overland Park, KS, December 26–31
Biloxi, MS, January 26–February 1
Houston, TX, February 2–8
Oklahoma City, OK, May 11–17
Champaign, IL, May 19–25
Vicksburg, MS, June 1–7

Sectionals
Lake DeGray, AR, October 31–November 2
Muskogee, OK, November 1–2
Arlington, TX, November 1–2 (0–nlm)
Metairie, LA, November 6–9
Huntsville, AL, November 7–9
Bossier City, LA, November 7–9
Houston, TX, November 7–9 (0–300)
Richardson, TX, November 13–16
Nashville, TN, November 13–16
Austin, TX, November 15–16 (0–nlm)
Birmingham, AL, November 20–23
Fairview Heights (St. Louis), IL, December 5–7
Baton Rouge, LA, December 4–7
Richardson, TX, December 5–7 (0-300)
Austin, TX, January 1–4
Memphis, TN, January 2–4
Vicksburg, MS, January 9–11
Bartlesville, OK, January 9–11
Metairie, LA, January 15–18
Richardson, TX, January 15–18
St. Charles, MO (St Louis), January 16–18
Oklahoma City, OK, January 23–25
Grapevine, TX, February 13–15
Lawrence, KS, February 20–22
Hattiesburg, MS, February 20–22
Nashville, TN, February 26–March 1
Beaumont, TX, February 26–March 1
Springfield, MO, February 27–March 1
Temple, TX, February 27–March 1
Baton Rouge, LA, March 6–8
Gilbertsville, KY, March 6–8
Maryland Heights, MO (St. Louis), March 7 (0–200)

NAOP District Final
Vicksburg, MS, January 9–11

Directory Changes
Send to Rick Lowens at rick.lowens@arkansas.gov or 
place information in his box.
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

Diane Lord Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Ann Ferrill Bill Kinneman
Gerald Koonce Vicki Scanlon
Margaret Mathews Jane Teed
Dave Neuschwanger Sherry Wortsmith

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

November Special Games
Charity—300% sectional rated black

Monday 3rd 7:00 p.m. 0–20 & 0–300
Wednesday 12th 9:30 a.m. 0–300
Monday 17th 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday 25th Master/Novice 7:00 p.m.

Club Championship—65% sectional rated black

Monday 10th 7:00 p.m. 0–20 & 0–300
Tuesday 18th 7:00 p.m.
Friday 28th 7:00 p.m.

Unit-Wide Championship—85% sectional rated 
black

Sunday 9th 1:30 p.m.

ACBL-wide Charity—100% sectional rated black + 
overall and District awards; hand records and analyses; 
Winners recognized on web site and in the Bridge 
Bulletin.

Monday 24th 7:00 p.m.

Bridge House will be closed Saturday & 
Sunday, November 1st & 2nd, for the 

DeGray Sectional Tournament.


