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• Jim Tucker, Luraette Tucker, John Chapman, & 
Wendy Wheeler—1st in Bracket IV Knockout (6 
teams)

• George Ballard, Marian Belew, Helen Buchanan, & 
Sandra Crawford—1st in Bracket V Knockout (6 
teams); 3rd in Bracket IV Swiss (8 teams)

• Richard Johnson, Carolyn Johnson, Jane Cazort, & 
Norma Bishop—2nd in Bracket V Knockout (6 
teams)

• Norma Campbell & Bill Jones—2nd in A&B in Open 
Pairs (27 pairs)

• Barbara Miles & Rita Sevall—5th in B/4th in C in 
Open Pairs (27 pairs)

• Betty Peden & Barbara Blaine—2nd in C in Open 
Pairs (46 pairs)

• Art Pfeifer & Joyce Franklin—4th in C in Open Pairs 
(46 pairs)

• Norma Bishop & Jane Cazort—4th in B in 299er 
Pairs (26 pairs)

• Rita Sevall, Barbara Miles, Richard Chapman, & 
Judy Chapman—1st in Bracket II Knockout (7 
teams); 1st in Bracket III Swiss (8 teams)

• Richard Kalkbrenner, Bryan Lee Williams, 
Rosemary Dyke, & Mira Frosolono—1st in Bracket 
V Knockout (6 teams)

• Skip Henry, Virginia Young, Bill Kinneman, & 
Beverly Kinneman—2nd in Bracket III Knockout (7 
teams)

• Dick Heil, Nancy Tracy, Jan Worden, & Carl Gray—
3/4 in Bracket III Knockout (7 teams)

• Jack Tidball & Bonnie Fincher—2nd in A in Open 
Pairs (18 pairs)

• Johnnie Owen & Evelyn Hodges—5th in A/2nd in B 
in Open Pairs (18 pairs)

• Lisa Whitbeck & Somers Collins—3rd in B/1st in C 
in Open Pairs (18 pairs)

• Marian Belew & Sandra Crawford—1st in A&B in 
299er Pairs (8 pairs)

• Richard Johnson & Carolyn Johnson—2nd in A&B 
in 299er Pairs (8 pairs)

• Betty Peden & partner—3rd in A in 299er Pairs (8 
pairs)

• Evelyn Hodges, Rick Lowens, Elaine Lowens, & 
Johnnie Owen—3rd in Bracket II Swiss (8 teams)

• Janet Trotter, Sandy Jones, Jane Teed, & 
teammate—2nd in Bracket II Swiss (8 teams)

• Richard Johnson, Carolyn Johnson, Bill Kinneman, 
& Beverly Kinneman—1st in Bracket IV Swiss (8 

teams)
• Betty Carter, Jerry Carter, & teammates—2nd in 

Bracket IV Swiss (8 teams) ♣

LRDBC’s Newest Members
Carol Eiseman Connie Fitch Susan Whitacre

December Special Games
Club Championship—65% sectional rated black

Wednesday 3rd 9:30 a.m. 0–300
Thursday 11th 11:00 a.m.
Saturday 27th 12:30 p.m.

Eight is Enough Team

Sunday 7th 1:30 p.m.

Unit-Wide Championship—85% sectional rated black

Friday 12th 7:30 p.m.

Club Membership—100% sectional rated black

Sunday 14th 1:30 p.m.

Sectional Tournament at Club (STaC) —100% 
sectional rated sliver

All games Monday 15th through Sunday 21st
All games open except:
Monday 15th 7:00 p.m. 0–300
Wednesday 17th 9:30 a.m. 0–300

Master/Novice

Tuesday 23rd 7:00 p.m.

New Year’s Eve Party & 
Game
Wednesday, December 31, 7:30 p.m.
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Discarding
Jim Awalt

Proper discarding is one of the most important aspects 
of defensive play.

One of the many important points to keep in mind when 
discarding is to try to maintain length parity with dummy 
unless your spot cards are insignificant or if partner is 
known to control the suit. Also, if declarer is known to 
have a 4-card suit, be careful about discarding from 
that suit if you also have four cards.

Dummy
♠ A K Q 3

Partner You
♠ J 9 8 ♠ 7 6 4 2

Declarer
♠ 10 5

If you discard a spade in this example, declarer will 
take four tricks instead of three.

Here is one of my favorite hands to illustrate keeping 
length parity with dummy:

Dummy
♠ Q 5 3 2
♥ 9
♦ A K Q 7
♣ A K Q 2

You
♠ 8 7 6 4
♥ Q
♦ J 9 8 2
♣ J 10 7 6

W N E S
3♥ X P 4♠
P 4NT P 5♥
P 6♠ All Pass

Partner wins the first trick with the King of hearts and 
continues with the Ace of spades. Declarer ruffs in 
dummy with the Queen of spades. What do you 
discard?

Discard a trump—under ruff!

After ruffing the second heart lead with the Queen of 
spades, declarer is left with two heart losers and can 
discard one of them on dummy’s third high club. If you 

discard a diamond or a club on the second heart lead, 
declarer can draw all of your trumps and discard a 
second heart loser on the fourth round of the suit in 
which you made the discard.

Here is the complete deal:

North
♠ Q 5 3 2
♥ 9
♦ A K Q 7
♣ A K Q 2

West East
♠ 9 ♠ 8 7 6 4
♥ A K J 10 7 5 4 ♥ Q
♦ 6 3 ♦ J 9 8 2
♣ 8 5 3 ♣ J 10 7 6

South
♠ A K J 10
♥ 8 6 3 2
♦ 10 5 4
♣ 9 4

November Board Minutes
Diane Lord

November 9, 2008. Dick Heil, President, called the 
monthly LRDBC board meeting to order. Board 
members attending were Ann Ferrill, Sherry Wortsmith, 
Margaret Kelly, Art Pfeifer, Ann Lewis, Diane Lord, Rick 
Lowens, Jane Teed, Gerald Koonce, Bill Kinneman, 
and Vicki Scanlon. Also attending were Jan Trotter and 
John Chapman.

Ann Ferrill moved we approve the agenda. Sherry 
Wortsmith seconded the motion. The motion carried 
unanimously. Ann Lewis moved we accept the minutes 
as published and Sherry Wortsmith seconded. The 
motion carried.

Rick Lowens gave the treasurer’s report. He reported a 
profit of $208 in September. Our October profit is $785, 
which excludes Grand Opening Expenses. Last month 
was our highest October table count ever with 375 
tables. That count does not include the North American 
Pairs game Saturday the 25th. Our Grand Opening 
expenses were significantly less than our budgeted 
amount.

Margaret Kelly announced an ACBL-wide charity game 
scheduled for Monday night Nov. 24th. It will be an 
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First Place Winners From DeGray

Beverly & Bill Marian & Sandra

Judy, Dick, Rita, & Barbara Rosemary, Richard, Mira, & Bryan Lee

George, Helen, Sandra, & Marian
Lisa, Bert, & Somers

Richard,
Carolyn,

Beverly, &
Bill

Jerry & Betty
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Jim, Luraette, Wendy, & John Beth & Bryan Lee

Missy Allan, Gerald, Gordon, David, & Bonnie

open game. District 7 and 10 along with Unit 219 will 
hold STaC games December 15–21. Margaret renewed 
our club sanctions and sent our payment to ACBL. She 
signed up for the ACBL special games for next year. 
She and Jane Dickey are working on next year’s 
calendar. Our club will host the Grand National Teams
qualifying game at a time to be announced later.

Jan Trotter announced the nominating committee’s 
slate for next year:

Officers:

• President—Dick Heil
• Vice President—David Cockcroft
• Secretary—Ann Lewis
• Treasurer—Rick Lowens

Board Members:

• John Chapman
• Richard Kalkbrenner
• Diane Lord
• Shelia Mehaffy

Ann Lewis moved we accept the slate and Jane Teed 
seconded the motion. The motion carried.

John Chapman gave a report on the feasibility of 
hosting a sectional tournament in Little Rock. He 
checked prices at three local hotels, the State House 
Convention Center, and the Four H Center. The board 
asked John to check the price on the main building 
rather than the secondary building we used in 2007. 
The Four H Center’s secondary building is the only 
facility whose rental price will allow us to break even on 
a tournament. John expressed concern if our 
tournament grew by 10% over our 2007 table count the 
space in the secondary building would not be large 
enough. His recommendation was to host a 299er
tournament at our Bridge House. Gerald made a motion 
to host a 299er tournament the first weekend of May 
2009 at our Bridge House. Art seconded the motion. 
The motion carried.

Ann Ferrill, Diane Lord, and Deb Phillips met recently to 
discuss triple point charity games. Their 
recommendation is to have one week each month 
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designated as charity game week. It would begin on the 
1st Monday of the month and continue through Sunday. 
ACBL would select the first charity, and then our club 
would select the second. We would alternate in that 
order through out the week. Ann Lewis made the 
motion we accept the committee’s recommendation 
and Gerald seconded it. The motion failed with 5 voting 
against, 3 in favor, and 3 members abstaining.

Gerald Koonce said our first Eight is Enough team 
game will be held on December 7, 2008. After 
discussion about the strata, Sherry moved we follow 
the strata as published. [0–300 MPs = 1 point, 300–
1000 MPs = 2 points, 1000+ MPs = 3 points] Jane 
Teed seconded and the motion carried.

The Annual Meeting and Club Christmas Party will be 
Sunday, December 14th at 12:00. The game will begin 
at 1:30. The club will furnish the meat and members will 
bring the rest of the meal. Vicki Scanlon made a motion 
that club members who pay 2009 dues by December 
11th will play free at the Christmas Party. Margaret 
seconded the motion and the motion carried. Margaret 
will ask members to help with the party.

LRDBC annual dues of $20 are now due and payable 
for 2009.

Art proposed the club purchase enough cup holders 
and bidding boxes for all tables. He also proposed we 
purchase an 8 foot ladder. Jane Teed made the motion 
and Bill Kinneman seconded. The motion carried.

Diane Lord and Margaret Kelly will purchase a master 
calendar for all events at The Bridge House and the 
Club. Members are asked to give Margaret written 
information on the time and date of all games, game 
directors, classes, special events, repairs, and the 
cleaning crew. Margaret will write all information on the 
calendar which will be kept in the director area.

Bill Kinneman announced the Education Committee of 
The Bridge House will replace the LRDBC Education 
Committee. Committee members are Dick Heil, Beverly 
Kinneman, Bill Kinneman, Judy Chapman, and David 
Cockcroft. The Bridge House Education Committee will 
set official education policies and the schedule of 
classes for The Bridge House.

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♠

Our Club
Dick Heil

Unsung Heroes! Have you ever stopped to think about 
the inner working of Our Club?

Ø Who gets the drinks, snacks, and coffee that we all 
enjoy?

Ø Who keeps the Coke machine filled?
Ø Who keeps the bills paid for the Club and The 

Bridge House?
Ø Who makes sure that our Club is cleaned and in tip 

top shape?
Ø Who made sure all the plaques were correct and 

neatly mounted?
Ø Who makes sure that there are directors available 

for our games?
Ø Who has the drive to make sure that our pictures 

and accomplishments are duly noted in our 
outstanding Newsletter?

Ø Who plants the pansies in our front garden?
Ø Who keeps a stock of fresh reading material 

available for us to use in the lending library?
Ø Who maintains the myriad schedule of special 

games for us to play in?
Ø Who keeps the club decorated to match the season 

or for special events?
Ø Who keeps our computer system up to date and 

operating correctly?

Our Club is very special because we have these 
unsung heroes who reach out and do what has to be 
done for the benefit of all of us. Perhaps this holiday 
season we can walk up to one of these unsung heroes 
and just say “Thanks, I appreciate you!” ♦

ACBL Goodwill Committee
Jane Dickey has been appointed a lifetime member of 
the ACBL’s National Goodwill Committee by Bill Cook, 
District 10’s representative on the ACBL Board of 
Directors. Each member of the ACBL Board is entitled 
to appoint two lifetime members from his or her district 
annually. Other living lifetime members of the Goodwill 
Committee from LRDBC are Dane Clay (1963), Peggy 
Jett (1971), Diane Siebert (1977), Lois Jimmerson 
(1981), Don Gattinger (1990), Jeanne Lloyd (1991), 
Janet Tetkoskie (1994), Dee Eanes (1996), Sam 
Cheesman (2002), and Jack Tidball (2008). ♥
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Play one hand with Bo
Bo Liu

Pair game. Bd 27. I was South and holding: ♠ J 9 5 4 2, 
♥ 9 6, ♦ K, ♣ K 10 7 6 5. The bidding went:

S W N E
P 1♥ P 2NT1

P 3NT2 P 4♥
All Pass

1 Jacoby 2NT, shows 4+ heart support and 13+ HCP.

2 Semi-balanced shape, not 6 hearts, not absolutely 
minimum.

Pard led the diamond 2. I saw table: ♠ K Q, ♥ K Q 10 4 
3, ♦ A 10 4, ♣ Q 9 3.

Declarer played diamond 4 from dummy, I won 
diamond King, and declarer played diamond Jack. Now 
I run 4 steps:

1. I and table have 23 HCP. The missing HCP are three 
Aces, one Queen, and three Jacks. West has 12+
HCP. If the remaining 5 HCP are also in West he 
should have tried for slam. So pard should have some 
points. 

2. Diamond 2 lead should be the fourth best according 
to our agreement if pard has honor in diamonds. Wait a 
minute—if the diamond 2 is from Q x x 2 then West will 
have 5 diamonds—but it is impossible! What does the 
diamond 2 mean? If it is not the fourth best then pard 
didn’t promise any honors in diamonds but why did he 
led it? What is the distribution of diamonds? Why did 
declarer play the Jack? He should have 2+ diamonds
otherwise he would not take the finesse. Is his second 
one the Queen? If so pard led the 2 from 9 8 7 6 5 3 2 
and it indicates he likes clubs. Is West’s second 
diamond a small one? If so pard led the 2 from a long 
suit with an honor but not the fourth best, so he doesn’t 
want me know his honor but wants to tell me he likes 
clubs. Since I have the club King and dummy has the 
club Queen if he likes clubs he must have the Ace.

3. Count our defensive tricks: diamond King, club King, 
club Ace, and a diamond ruff. How to confirm that pard 
will give me a diamond ruff? If I play the club 5 now he 
might guess I have K J x x meantime I can’t ruff a 
diamond. Can I cash my club King then play the 5? Will 
he guess I want to ruff a club? Surely not. If my clubs 

are doubleton declarer’s bidding would have gone a 
different way.

4. My plan: cash my club King then play the club 5 to 
wait a diamond ruff.

All four hands were as follows:

♠ 8 3
♥ 7
♦ 9 8 7 6 5 2
♣ A 8 4

♠ A 7 6 ♠ K Q
♥ A J 8 5 2 ♥ K Q 10 4 3
♦ Q J 3 ♦ A 10 4
♣ J 2 ♣ Q 9 3

♠ J 9 5 4 2
♥ 9 6
♦ K
♣ K 10 7 6 5

“That is a great lead pard. But how did you find it?” I 
said when we were waiting the next round. “The bidding 
shows the opponents have most of the HCP and the 
dummy should be semi-balanced too because I didn’t 
hear a 4-level minor cue bid. I am not expecting a good 
result if we are waiting for our top winners so I am 
trying to find a ruff. I am playing you for a singleton 
diamond King or Ace and expecting to use the club Ace
to get back,” he said. ♥

NAP Unit Qualifying Results
43 pairs played in the 2-session Unit qualifying round 
for North American Pairs in Little Rock on Saturday, 
October 25, and 15 played in Jonesboro on Saturday, 
November 8. At the Little Rock event, David Cockcroft 
& Bill Jones led the field with a 59.71% game in the first 
session and a blistering 70.60% in the afternoon. Deb 
Phillips & Burla Sims were 6th in B; Wendy Wheeler & 
John Chapman 4th in C; and David Blanchard & Jo 
Blanchard 5th in C. Mike Compton & Jane Dickey were 
2nd in A/1st in B in the Jonesboro event.

Each qualifying pair that participates in the District-level 
event in Vicksburg, MS, January 10–11, will receive a 
stipend of $100 from Unit 161. ♦

The 70% Club
• David Cockcroft & Bill Jones—Monday morning, 

November 17—70.99%
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Bidding a Grand Slam
Gordon Campbell

We have all been taught that we should never bid 
Grand Slams (unless we are absolutely absolutely 
certain that we hold 13 tricks). Another axiom is “Never 
Double the Opponents into Game”. Like everything in 
bridge, no rules are 100%. Timidity should not be an 
excuse for not breaking the rules.

At the recent DeGray Sectional in the Knockouts, 
playing with David Siebert, I picked up:

Gordon held:

♠ K J x
♥ 9
♦ A K x
♣ A K x x x x

I was thinking that this looked like a pretty hand, and 
then to my surprise David opened with 1♥, so I bid the 
obvious 2♣. Next, the biggest surprise—David jumped 
to 3♥. Wow! We had never discussed this jump but it is 
common for a jump in your own suit in any forcing-to-
game auction to show a solid-ish 6+ card suit.

After I bid 4NT as Keycard in hearts, David answered 
5♣ showing 0 or 3 Keycards. Wow again! The Grand is 
in sight, but how solid was his suit? I bid 5♦ which 
asked for the Queen of trumps (hearts). David jumped 
to 6♥ showing the Queen but denying any Kings. 
Instead, 5♥ would deny the Queen of hearts; 5♠ would 
show the Queen of hearts with the King of spades; 6♣
would show the Queen of hearts with the King of clubs
(and not the King of spades), etc.

OK great—it wasn’t a surprise that David had no 
Kings!! Let’s count some tricks: 2 in spades, 7 in hearts, 
2 in diamonds, 2 in clubs—13 tricks—excellent—
perhaps 7NT? But what if Partner only held a 6-card 
heart suit? Then he would probably need to set up my 
club suit with ruffs for an extra trick. This should be 
easy as I held lots of entries to establish the suit. So I 
bid 7♥. No problem.

David held:

♠ A x x
♥ A K Q J 10 8
♦ x x x
♣ x

The auction was:

W N E S
P 1♥ P 2♣
P 3♥ P 4NT
P 5♣ P 5♦
P 6♥ P 7♥

All Pass

Partner was happy at the result but less so with the 
auction! “Why did you bother asking for the Queen of
trumps? When I say my suit is solid, it IS solid!!” I 
meekly murmured to myself, “Well I thought you might 
have held A K J 10 x x x x in which case I would not 
want to be in 7”.

The grand-slam is hard to reach without the self-jump 
gizmo, because otherwise the player with the trump 
shortness is always going to worry about trump losers. 
He can usually ask for the top 3 honors, but to be in 7, 
the Jack is very important so as to handle 4–2 or 4–1 
splits. ♥

Newsletter Delivery Options
The LRDBC Newsletter is distributed to club members 
in their choice of formats and delivery methods. You 
can elect to receive it electronically in one of two ways: 
by e-mail attachment or from our web pages at 
www.littlerockbridgehouse.org (in both cases it comes 
in “PDF” format, readable with your Adobe Acrobat 
Reader). Or you can elect to receive it in paper form in 
one of three ways: mailed to your home, placed in your 
mail box at the club, or from the stack of extra copies 
located in the upper left corner of our mail box system 
(Box A1).

We want to ensure you are getting the Newsletter in the 
way you want it. If you would like to CHANGE methods 
from what you are currently using, please contact Dick 
Chapman at 225-0585 or rwc2223@comcast.net. ♦

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

Diane Lord Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Ann Ferrill Bill Kinneman
Gerald Koonce Vicki Scanlon
Margaret Mathews Jane Teed
Dave Neuschwanger Sherry Wortsmith

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Houston, TX, March 12–22

Regionals
Overland Park, KS, December 26–31
Biloxi, MS, January 26–February 1
Oklahoma City, OK, May 11–17
Vicksburg, MS, June 1–7

Sectionals
Fairview Heights (St. Louis), IL, December 5–7
Baton Rouge, LA, December 4–7
Richardson, TX, December 5–7 (0–300)
Memphis, TN, January 2–4
Vicksburg, MS, January 9–11
Bartlesville, OK, January 9–11
Metairie, LA, January 15–18
Richardson, TX, January 15–18
St. Charles, MO (St Louis), January 16–18
Oklahoma City, OK, January 23–25
Grapevine, TX, February 13–15
Lawrence, KS, February 20–22
Hattiesburg, MS, February 20–22


