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Tournament Report
Boston NABC

• Lisa Whitbeck & teammates—3rd in Compact 
Knockout 3 (16 teams)

• David Siebert & Somers Collins—1st in A in Open 
Pairs (74 pairs)

• Somers Collins & Lisa Whitbeck—4th in C in Fast 
Open Pairs (86 pairs)

• Suzanne Siebert & teammates—1st in Compact 
Knockout 7 (16 teams)

• Russ Jones & partner—11th in Mini Blue Ribbon 
Pairs (208 pairs); 5th in A in Side Series (26 pairs)

• David Siebert & partner—4th in A in Fast Open Pairs 
(54 pairs)

• David Siebert & teammates—6th in North American 
Swiss Teams (120 teams)

Districts 7 & 10 STaC

• Bonnie Melchior & Gerald Koonce—6th in A in Open 
Pairs (327 pairs)

• Sam Cheesman & partner—15/16 in A in Open Pairs 
(327 pairs)

• Lew Johnston & Vickey Metrailer—1st in A in 299er 
Pairs (11 pairs)

• Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—2nd in A in 299er 
Pairs (11 pairs)

• George Ballard & Jan Gauntt—3rd in A/1st in B in 
299er Pairs (11 pairs)

• John Chapman & Jan Van Ness—4th in A in 299er 
Pairs (11 pairs)

• Forrest Webb & Tom Walton—2nd in B/1st in C in 
299er Pairs (11 pairs)

• Annadell Fowler & Charles Fowler—2nd in C in 299er 
Pairs (11 pairs)

• Marilyn Watt & Kathy Miller—1st in A in Open Pairs 
(236 pairs)

• Betsy Berry & Robert Downie—3rd in A in Open Pairs 
(236 pairs)

• Skip Henry & partner—8th in B in Open Pairs (236 
pairs)

• Bill Jones & Norma Campbell—3rd in B in Open Pairs 
(91 pairs)

• Russ Jones & partner—1st in A in Open Pairs (313 
pairs)

• Guy Borden & Lillian Borden—8/9 in B in Open Pairs 
(313 pairs)

• Allan Siebert & Bonnie Melchior—6th in A in Open 
Pairs (145 pairs)

Director’s Course—6 weeks—after 
Saturday games starting January 17—
contact Deb Phillips for more information.

Unit-Wide Championship 
Game Nov. 13 (82 pairs)
• Ann Clay & Dane Clay—1st in A

• Kathy Childs & Al Childs—4th in A
• Beverly Kinneman & Bill Kinneman—4th in B/1st in C
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The discard of an honor shows you have the lower 
touching honors but no higher honor.

Ø Save at least one card in the suit partner has led if 
you have a potential entry in your hand.

Dummy
♥ 9 5

Partner You
♥ A 10 7 3 2 ♥ K 8 4

Declarer
♥ Q J 6

Against a notrump contract, partner leads the heart 3, 
you play the heart King and return the heart 8. Declarer 
plays the heart Jack and partner plays the heart 2 to 
show an original holding of five cards and to maintain 
communications. When you later become void in 
another suit played by declarer, do not discard the 
heart 4 if you have a chance to regain the lead.

Ø Do not discard in a suit where you would expose 
your partner’s holding in that suit. It is usually safest to 
discard from length rather than shortness.

Dummy
♦ K 9 7 6

Partner You
♦ Q 3 ♦ 10 4 2

Declarer
♦ A J 8 5

If you discard one diamond, declarer may suspect 
partner has the Queen. If you discard two diamonds, 
declarer will know that partner’s Queen is going to fall 
because you will show out on the second round of 
diamonds. ♥

2/1 Convention Card—Part II
David Siebert

Because I’m going to be out of town so much in 
January and February, my series of 10 lessons on The 
Back Side of the Convention Card will begin 
Wednesday, February 23, 5:30–7:00 p.m. (with one 
week off on March 18). Cost is $100 per person/$150 
per couple. Make checks payable to The Bridge House.

I guarantee you will double the masterpoints you earn 
in 2009 if you take this class!

For more information call me at 416-8402 (C) or 312-
9538 (H) or email d.siebert@sbcglobal.net. ♦

Donations to The Bridge 
House
The Bridge House gratefully acknowledges the 
following honorary contributions:

• In honor of Mike Compton by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Bonnie Fincher by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Jack Tidball by Jane Dickey
• In honor of David Siebert by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Robert Downie by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Langdon Jones by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Helen Abbott by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Jim Awalt by Jane Dickey
• In honor of David Cockcroft by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Somers Collins by Kris Baber
• In honor of Somers Collins by Pamela Blank
• In honor of Somers Collins by Jane Dickey
• In honor of Dick Heil by Jennifer Bethel, Chucki 

Bradbury, Rebecca Campbell, Tricia Chaffin, Joyce 
Harb, Melissa Hawkins, Megan Janes, Vickey
Metrailer, Mary O'Brien, Virginia Quinn, Claudia 
Ragon, Vicki Scanlon, Paula Tinsley, and Katherine 
Ann Trotter [Dick’s Monday bridge group did this in 
lieu of drawing names for gifts to each other. Neat, 
huh?] ♠

More on Discarding
Jim Awalt

Ø When you have a choice of discarding from a suit 
you like and a suit you don’t like, it is often best to 
signal negatively in the suit you don’t like. This can be 
especially important when defending a notrump 
contract where the discard of a high card from a strong 
suit might cost a trick. For example, if you have a 
choice of discarding from ♥ 7 5 3 2 or ♣ A K 10 7 3, it’s 
usually better to discard the heart 2 rather than the club
7. You may have five club tricks. 

Ø Discard from a suit that declarer already knows 
about so that you avoid giving away additional 
information. If you open the bidding with 2♥, declarer 
knows you have a 6-card suit. A heart discard will not 
give declarer any new information.

Ø When discarding from an honor sequence, discard 
the highest card in the sequence—the one you would 
have led had you been on opening lead. For example, if 
you’re discarding from ♣ Q J 10 9 8, discard the Queen. 
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Play One Hand With Bo
Bo Liu

IMP game. Board 15. I was West and holding: ♠ A K 9 
3, ♥ A 5, ♦ K 10 6 3, ♣ 5 4 2. The bidding went:

S W N E
P 1NT1 P 2♣
X 2♠ P 3NT

All Pass
1 14–16 HCP.

North led the club 10. I saw table: ♠ Q 10, ♥ K J 8 7, ♦
9 8 2, ♣ K J 7 3.

Now I run 4 steps (RACP):

1. Review bidding: South doubled 2♣ to ask for a club
lead, he should have ♣ A Q x x x / A Q x x (higher 
possible 5 cards because of safety of the double). If I 
cover with the club Jack or King South will win it and 
uncover my stopper to build up his clubs and if he also 
has the diamond Ace my contract will go down. If I play 
low from table the clubs might be blocked, by the way I 
will have zero winners in clubs.

2. Analysis of leading: as the analysis in bidding review, 
club 10 should be singleton or doubleton (higher 
possible singleton).

3. Count winners and losers (winners first for NT 
contract): 3–4 in spades, 2–3 in hearts, 1–2 in 
diamonds, zero in clubs. My result will be between 
down 3 to making. I have to get maximum winners in all 
suits to make 3NT.

4. Plan: duck club 10 to see what happens next.

Real play: club 10—3—6—4. North switches to the 
diamond 5. North must have a singleton club and long 
diamonds. Since I need two winners in diamonds, the 
diamond 5 switch is good. Table plays 2, south Queen, 
I win King. Next I play diamond 3 to Jack—7—club 9. 
North cashes the diamond Ace—8—spade 7—diamond 
6 and diamond 7—heart 7—spade 2—diamond 10. 
Now I get my two diamond winners and North has no 
entry to cash his diamond 5. Now I need to work on 

spades because there is only one way to finesse the 
hearts plus an ending situation might develop with 
hearts and clubs (squeeze or ending play). Both 
opponents know I have 4 spades, South pitched two 
spades (he has the club 8 to pitch but feels it is better 
to pitch two spades rather than hearts or clubs). These 
clues indicate that to finesse North for the spade Jack
is the better way to get 4 tricks in spades. Spade 3—
4—10—6, Table plays spade Queen—5—9—8 and 
heart 8—3—Ace—6. Now I cash spade Ace—Jack—
club 7—club 8 and spade King—diamond 5—club 
Jack—heart 9. Then when I lead the heart 5 North 
plays the 10. Should I play the heart King or Jack from 
the table?

South still has club Ace and Queen so he is left with a 
singleton heart. Could it be the Queen? Sure! Because 
if he pitches the club Queen I can simply play a club to 
his Ace and wait for my last two heart tricks. He knows 
it so he has to pitch one heart. Plus he preferred to 
pitch two spades instead of a heart earlier, higher 
possible heart Queen in his hand. Why did North play
the heart 10? He still has three hearts. If he is left with 
the heart Q 10 x he didn’t have to play his 10 plus if 
South has 9 4 3 or 9 3 2 originally he might not play the 
heart 3 when I led the heart 8 to my Ace to get back in 
my hand. So North’s heart 10 is more likely to protect 
his partner’s singleton heart Queen (in fact his heart 10
gives me some help). My conclusion: table plays heart 
King.

All four hands are as follows:

♠ J 8 4
♥ 10 6 4 2
♦ A J 7 5 4
♣ 10

♠ A K 9 3 ♠ Q 10
♥ A 5 ♥ K J 8 7
♦ K 10 6 3 ♦ 9 8 2
♣ 5 4 2 ♣ K J 7 3

♠ 7 6 5 2
♥ Q 9 3
♦ Q
♣ A Q 9 8 6

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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The Bridge House 
Concludes Its Building 
Project
Dick Chapman

The Bridge House contracted with the Dave Grundfest 
Company to build our new facility, and you have 
already seen how nice a job the firm did. The building 
committee of TBH was very pleased with the firm’s 
management, job superintendent Gary Butler, and Mr. 
Butler’s crews and subcontractors. The committee now 
has some additional good news. Our contract was for a 
specified dollar amount, but it also provided that any 
savings realized by the contractor (for example, fast 
completion or favorable subcontracts) would be split 
with The Bridge House on a 50–50 basis. In November 
the contractor reported its savings, and its final bill was 
reduced by about $18,500 to represent our share of 
that savings. The final bill has been paid; the contractor 
has released all liens on the property and we now have 
only the first mortgage to Pulaski Bank to repay.

When the project started, The Bridge House officers 
obtained a line of credit mortgage on our property for 
$400,000 and expected to use approximately $300,000 
of this. However, three positive factors have allowed 
the building committee to hold the mortgage to 
$250,000:

o Club members and friends are faithfully honoring 
their pledges, and timely payments have made it 
unnecessary to borrow more heavily to cover 
contractor billings. 

o The Club used some of its excess cash to prepay 
three months rent (which will be taken off the end of 
the current lease the Club has with The Bridge 
House); the cash from this prepayment was used to 
reduce the mortgage. 

o The contractor was efficient and got its work done 
on time and under the agreed-upon price, and 50% 
of the savings was ours to keep. 

Obviously The Bridge House must still run efficiently: 
the $250,000 mortgage must still be paid! By 
“efficiently” we mean that utility usage must be carefully 
monitored, repairs and maintenance must be performed 
prudently, and other operating costs must be 
minimized. All indications are that The Bridge House 
will be able to handle these obligations in the normal 

course of business. The rental income from the Club
will be the primary source of cash for mortgage 
payments and operating expenses, and the Club will be 
able to pay that rent because members enjoy the 
facility and come often to play cards. In addition, some 
cash for mortgage payments will come from donors 
who continue to fulfill their pledges made for 2008 and 
2009. Of course The Bridge House will gratefully accept 
new contributions or pledges from anyone who wants to 
become a part of our great project. Memorial gifts and 
honoraria will also be gladly accepted and recognized.

The Building Committee and the officers of The Bridge 
House thank everyone involved: the donors, the Club
members who play regularly, and all those who 
supported our building project and underlying capital 
campaign.

After year-end data is assembled, a full-year financial 
statement for The Bridge House will be prepared and 
published. Meanwhile, you may contact TBH Treasurer 
Dick Chapman if there are any questions regarding its 
financial condition or operations. ♣

Annual Membership
Meeting Minutes
Ann Lewis

December 14, 2008. The annual meeting was called to 
order by President Dick Heil.

David Cockcroft moved the minutes of the 2007 annual 
meeting be approved as published. Ann Ferrill 
seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously.

Rick Lowens, Treasurer, reported LRDBC had a net 
surplus of $16,600 through the end of November. The 
table count increased by 300 tables over 2007, and the 
LRDBC has 316 paid members.

Dick Heil thanked Vicki Scanlon, Joyce Harb, and 
Katherine Ann Trotter for decorating the Club for 
Christmas. He also thanked Margaret Kelly for 
organizing the Christmas party.

Next Dick presented ACBL Gold Master Certificates to 
the following members: Gerald Berry, Betty Karnes, 
Gene Marques, Mary Puckett, and Diane Tait.

Thanks were given to the outgoing Board members: 
Ann Ferrill, Gerald Koonce, Margaret Mathews, and 
Dave Neuschwanger.
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Goodwill Addendum
An addition to the list of living lifetime members of the 
ACBL Goodwill Committee from LRDBC is Billie 
Swatek (about 1975). ♦

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Houston, TX, March 12–22
Washington, DC, July 23–August 2

Regionals
Biloxi, MS, January 26–February 1
Houston, TX, February 2–8
Oklahoma City, OK, May 11–17
Champaign, IL, May 19–25
Vicksburg, MS, June 1–7
Rockford, IL, June 22–28
Paducah, KY, June 22–28
San Antonio, TX, June 29–July 5

Sectionals
Memphis, TN, January 2–4
Vicksburg, MS, January 9–11
Bartlesville, OK, January 9–11
Metairie, LA, January 15–18
Richardson, TX, January 15–18
St. Charles, MO (St Louis), January 16–18
Oklahoma City, OK, January 23–25
Districts 7 & 10 STaC—February 2–8
Grapevine, TX, February 13–15
Nashville, TN, February 26–March 1
Beaumont, TX, February 26–March 1
Springfield, MO, February 27–March 1
Baton Rouge, LA, March 6–8
McAlester, OK, March 7–8
Alexandria, LA, March 27–29
Biloxi, MS, March 27–29 (0–200)
Buchanan, TN, March 27–29
District 15 STaC, March 30–April 2
Hot Springs Village, AR, April 3–5
Metairie, LA, March 3–5 (0–300)
Tupelo, MS, April 24–26
Metairie, LA, April 30–May 3
Nashville, TN, April 30–May 3
St. Charles, MO, May 15–17
Richardson, TX, May 21–25
Fort Worth, TX, June 5–7
Hot Springs Village, AR, August 28–30 (0–300)

Jan Trotter, Nominating Committee Chairman, 
presented the following slate for 2009:

President ............ Dick Heil
Vice President .... David Cockcroft
Secretary............ Ann Lewis
Treasurer............ Rick Lowens

Members nominated to serve a two-year term are: John 
Chapman, Richard Kalkbrenner, Diane Lord, and 
Sheila Mehaffy.

Jan asked the slate be approved as presented. The 
slate was approved unanimously.

Returning directors are: Bill Kinneman, Vicki Scanlon, 
Jane Teed, and Sherry Wortsmith.

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned. ♠

Spring Class Schedule
Beginning Bridge (10 weeks)—Mondays

Jan. 19 ...10:00 a.m.–12:15 p.m. . Dick Heil
Jan. 19 ...7:00 p.m.–9:15 p.m. ..... Bev & Bill Kinneman

Play of the Hand (10 weeks)—Mondays

Jan. 19 ...7:00 p.m. – 9:15 p.m. ... Dick Heil

Advanced Defense Part 2 (3 weeks)—Wednesdays

Feb. 11 ...1:00 p.m.–3:00 p.m. ..... David Cockcroft

2/1 Part 2 (10 weeks; no class Mar. 18)—Mondays

Feb. 23 ...5:30 p.m.–7:00 p.m. ..... David Siebert

Competitive Bidding (8 weeks)—Tuesdays

Mar. 10 ...1:00 p.m.– 3:00 p.m. .... David Cockcroft

In addition the Monday and Thursday Night Mini-
lessons will be structured to cover one subject for a 
comprehensive view. The Mini-lesson schedule will be 
published on The Bridge House website 
(www.littlerockbridgehouse.org) in January.

If you have any questions 
please contact any 
member of the Education 
Committee: Judy 
Chapman, David 
Cockcroft, Bill & Bev 
Kinneman, Burla Sims, 
and Dick Heil. ♥
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGEHOUSE.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

David Cockcroft Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Bill Kinneman John Chapman
Vicki Scanlon Richard Kalkbrenner
Jane Teed Diane Lord
Sherry Wortsmith Sheila Mehaffy

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

January Special Games
Club Championship—65% sectional rated black

Thursday 11th 11:00 a.m.
Monday 19th 11:00 a.m.
Tuesday 27th 9:30 a.m.

Eight is Enough Swiss Team

Sunday 4th 1:30 p.m.

Unit-Wide Championship—85% sectional rated black

Thursday 8th 7:00 p.m. 0–500

Club Membership—100% sectional rated black

Tuesday 13th 9:30 p.m.

Master/Novice

Tuesday 27th 7:00 p.m.

ACBL-Wide International Fund Game—100% 
sectional rated 50/50 red and black 

Saturday 31st 12:30 p.m.

Life Master Party
Sunday 18th pot-luck meal 12:30 p.m., game 1:30 p.m.


