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director. Bryan Lee Williams is giving the mini lesson 
before this game.

SECTIONAL TOURNAMENT

Dick Heil announced John Chapman is working on a 
sectional tournament for LRDBC.

CHARITY GAMES

Aft Pfeifer moved the LRDBC Board reconsider its 
November vote on charity games. Rick Lowens 
seconded the motion. It passed unanimously.

David Cockcroft moved the LRDBC Board accept the 
recommendation of the Charity Game Committee. 
Sheila Mehaffy seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. It was decided the Club Manager 
will decide and schedule the Charity Game Week for 
2009. The Charity Game Committee—Ann Ferrill, 
Diane Lord, and Deb Phillips—will designate the local 
charities that will receive LRDBC’s donation during 
2009. The charity game weeks will not start until March.

EIGHT IS ENOUGH

Gerald Koonce reported some have suggested we 
change the strata for Eight is Enough to match the 
ACBL’s strata for Grand National Teams. LRDBC strata 
are 0–300, 300–1,000, and 1,000 plus. The strata for 
GNT are 0–500 (NLM), under 2,000, and 2,000 plus. 
After discussion it was decided to leave the strata as is 
since it is a success. There were 15 teams entered in 
December’s game.

Mike Compton wrote a letter to the LRDBC Board 
requesting the Club buy a copier. Rick Lowens moved 
the LRDBC buy a copier. The motion was seconded by 
Vicki Scanlon. After discussion, the motion failed.

Deb Phillips announced the starting time for the 
Tuesday day game will be 11:00 a.m., starting 
Tuesday, January 6.

Dick Heil reported two items are on the “Wish List”—a 
defibrillator and a TV monitor to use for announcements 
and the calendar. If anyone has additions, please email 
Dick Heil.

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned. ♥

Our Club
Dick Heil

Here are some statistics from 2008:

1) Membership activity level:

a) 12 members played 3+ times per week
b) 48 members played 2+ times per week
c) 57 played 1+ times per week
d) 71 played once every 2 weeks
e) 125 played less than once every 2 weeks**

2) Table counts have increased continually since 
2003, with 2008 being the highest ever.

3) Membership longevity:

a) 21% have been members since 1994 or before
b) 21% have been members from 1994 thru 2000
c) 28% have been members from 2001 thru 2005
d) 30% have joined the Club since 2006

4) Masterpoint Analysis:

a) 7% (26 people) have 2000+ Masterpoints
b) 20% (64 people) have 500–2000 Masterpoints
c) 12%  (37 people) have 300–500 Masterpoints
d) 18% (56 people) have 50–300 Masterpoints
e) 43% (134 people) have less than 50 

Masterpoints

5) Activity Level by Masterpoints:

a) 2000+ MP average 81 plays per year per 
person

b) 500–2000 MP average 61 plays per year per 
person

c) 300–500 MP average 58 plays per year per 
person 

d) 50–300 MP average 58 plays per year per 
person

e) 0–50 MP average 17 plays per year per 
person**

** Note: Most of this group have not been members for 
the full year.

Looking at these statistics shows that we have a good 
mixture of new and old members and also good 
representation in all skill levels. We have a diverse Club 
where we can all meet, have fun, and share bridge 
experiences.

This is Our Club. ♦



February 2009 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 5

Play one hand with Bo
Bo Liu

IMP game. Bd. 12. I was West and holding: ♠ K J 7 6 
3, ♥ K 7 6 5 2, ♦ A J 1, ♣ —. The bidding went:

S W N E
1♠ 2♥ 6♠

P P X All Pass

North led the club 7. I saw table: ♠ A Q 9 5, ♥ J, ♦ K 6, 
♣ A K 10 6 5 2.

Now I run 4 steps (RACP):

1. Review bidding: North overcalled 2♥ in vul. vs. non-
vul. situation and my side has 29 HCP so he doesn’t 
have many points. This means he has 6+ hearts with 
the A Q and very good shape.

2. Analysis of leading: he didn’t lead the heart Ace to 
look for the possibility that his pard could ruff a heart, 
this club 7 is a singleton or doubleton (very slight 
possible for doubleton).

3. Count winners and losers (losers first for trump
contract): fast loser is heart Ace. I have 4–5 winners in 
minors (if I can avoid any of them being ruffed) so I 
need at least 7–8 trump winners.

4. Plan: If trump 2–2 distribution and diamond Queen
finesse is on I can have 5 winners in minors and 7 
winners in trump, but as the bidding review shows this 
is impossible because North will not overcall 2♥ with ♠
x x, ♥ A Q 10 x x x, ♦ x x x x, ♣ x or ♠ x x, ♥ A Q 10 x
x x x, ♦ x x x, ♣ x. At least if he bid 2♥ with this type 
hand he will not double me. His hand is more like ♠ x,
♥ A Q 10 x x x, ♦ Q x x x x, ♣ x or ♠ x, ♥ A Q 10 x x x
x, ♦ Q x x x, ♣ x and might have little possibility for 
slight different. If so I only have 4 winners in minors I 
need 8 winners in trump, it means I only can clean one 
round of trump. In other words if one opponent gets in 
and plays the second trump the contract will go down. 
So before cleaning one round of trump I need to lose 
one heart first. To get 8 winners in trump cross-ruff is 
the right way. To avoid opponents over-ruffing me I 
need to be very careful. It is known that South at most 
has one heart; to avoid his over-ruff I need a small ruff 
of diamonds once and big ruff of hearts twice. To avoid 
North over-ruffing me I need to clean one round of 
trump and singleton spade in his hand is required. BUT 
the missing trumps are 10 8 4 2; if the singleton in 

North is the 10, I can clean the first round of trump by 
using either side big trump because my 9 on table will 
be promoted to a big one. If 8 in his hand I only can use 
big trump in hand to clean the first round, if 4 or 2 in his 
hand I only can play double finesse of South’s 10 8.
Anyway, to lose one heart is the first step to make my 
bridges between both hands better.

Real play: table wins club Ace, South club 4, I play 
heart 2. Play heart Jack from table, South ruff by spade 
2, I play the heart 5, and North heart 3. South plays the 
club 9! South played pretty fast, it confirmed that club 7 
is singleton. Now trumps left are the 10 8 4, if 10 in 
North I need ruff this one by Jack and play small trump 
to table Queen, cash minors winners and cross-ruff. If 8 
is in North the contract is cold down one. If 4 is in North 
I need to ruff this one with spade 6, three diamonds and 
table ruff small, table play small trump and take double 
finesse, cross-ruff and cash club King at suitable time. 
Which way should I go? From this moment, to play 10 
or 4 in North is equal possibility but originally 4 is two 
times higher possible than 10 because 10 is the only 
choice but 4 and 2 have two choices to divide between 
their hands (to exchange 4 and 2 whole hand is still 
same). So to play singleton 4 in North is slight better. 
Take a deep breath and play the spade 6.

Whole 4 hands as following:

♠ 4
♥ A Q 10 9 8 4 3
♦ Q 8 7 3
♣ 7

♠ K J 7 6 3 ♠ A Q 9 5
♥ K 7 6 5 2 ♥ J
♦ A J 2 ♦ K 6
♣ — ♣ A K 10 6 5 2

♠ 10 8 2
♥ —
♦ 10 9 5 3
♣ Q J 9 8 4 3

Happy
Valentine’s
Day
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Life Master Recognition Party

New Life Masters Muriel, Fran, Bill, Jean, & Bill

New Life Master Nancy & Cake

Not Pictured:
New Life Masters New Bronze Life Masters

Ken Aeverman Dick Chapman
David Blanchard Dick Heil

Jo Blanchard Rita Sevall
New Bronze Life Master Muriel Camille Ellis
New Silver Live Master Mike Gwen Gaston
New Bronze Life Master Jan Jim Gauntt

Mike Porta

The Bridge House Spring Class Schedule
Beginning Bridge (10 weeks)

January 21 10:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. Dick Heil
January 21 7:00 p.m. – 9:15 p.m. Beverly & Bill Kinneman

Play of the Hand (10 weeks)
January 21 7:00 p.m. – 9:15 p.m. Dick Heil

Advanced Defense Part 2 (3 weeks)
February 11 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. David Cockcroft

Two Over One, Part 2 (10 weeks)
February 23 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. David Siebert

Competitive Bidding (7 weeks)
March 11 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. David Cockcroft

In addition, the Monday and Thursday night mini-lessons will be structured to cover one subject for a comprehensive 
view. The mini-lesson schedule will be published on The Bridge House website (www.littlerockbridgehouse.org).

If you have any questions please contact any member of the Education Committee: Judy Chapman, David Cockcroft, 
Dick Heil, Beverly and Bill Kinneman, and Burla Sims. ♣
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Reviewing Reviews
Somers Collins

Recently Bo Liu has written several articles for our 
Newsletter. In his articles he reviews hands and 
analyzes the play using a 4-step system (RACP). 
These letters stand for Review bidding, Analyze lead, 
Count winners and losers, and Plan play. In each article 
Bo attempts to illustrate how proper use of this 4-step 
system produces a good result. Many players in our 
club are familiar with another 4-step system–PLAN. 
These letters stand for Pause to consider your 
objective, Look at your winners and losers, Analyze 
your alternatives, and Now put it together. Both 4-step 
systems should produce the same information and 
good results. I have used both and I find RACP easier 
to operate. In RACP the goal of each step is crystal 
clear to me. I like the first step the most because this 
was the very thing I often omitted under the PLAN 4-
step system. “Review the bidding” is so valuable 
because both the shape and HCP start to appear in this 
step. I admit that I have difficulty with the name, RACP. 
It does not spell a word that is relevant and easy to 
associate with the system. PLAN is easy to remember 
and spells out the most important part about any 4-step 
system and that is the necessity of making a plan 
before any action. Having a plan before taking any 
action is so important that it almost justifies the 
ambiguity of the steps. Whether one prefers to use 
RACP or PLAN the value of systematic analysis is 
immeasurable. ♠

Bridge Course—A New 
Approach
Gordon Campbell

(Sent from a wifi network in a London pub)

The Bridge House offers many excellent traditional 
bridge courses of 6–16 weeks, which are the backbone 
of the current great teaching program. However some 
members have difficulty committing to such a long 
period of time, or attending specifically during 
weekdays or weeknights or weekends or whenever. I 
intend to offer a number of one-session courses which 
will usually require no pre-requisites or follow-ons to 
another week. They will be self-contained. Some 
courses may be offered or repeated in different time 

slots during the year. Topics will obviously be very 
narrowly defined so as to fit in a 2–2½ hour time slot.
There will be 1 or 2 such courses most months. 

The first course will be on Valentine’s Day, February 
14th morning, in plenty of time for the regular Saturday 
game. It will be on “Playing Suit Combinations 
Correctly”. More details will appear on the notice board 
soon. Although the courses are flexible it is still 
necessary to sign up to ensure we comply with a 
maximum of 24 spots. Hope to see you there. ♥

We had a partnership misunderstanding. My 
partner assumed I knew what I was doing.

Matchpoints or IMP’s
Jack Tidball

Playing with Jane Dickey the following hand came up 
with our bidding:

North (Jane)
♠ A Q x x
♥ x x
♦ A Q 9 8
♣ A K x

South (Jack)
♠ K J 10 x x x
♥ x x x
♦ J 10
♣ J x

As South, I opened 2♠. Jane asked about my hand via 
2NT, and when I showed a minimum, she reluctantly 
signed off in 4♠. West led the diamond 2. This looks 
like a great contract. I played low and East won the 
diamond King and returned a diamond. West ruffed and 
then played the heart Ace and a heart. East won the 
heart King and returned another diamond. I ruffed high 
and claimed the remaining tricks, down one.

We were playing matchpoints where overtricks are very 
important. Had we been playing IMP’s, playing low at 
trick one would have been a very bad play. Play the 
Ace, draw trumps, and claim ten tricks. Overtricks are 
not that important in a Team Game. Making the game 
contract is more important than making overtricks. How 
one plays the hand changes depending on the type of 
game being played. ♦
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Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Houston, TX, March 12–22
Washington, DC, July 23–August 2

Regionals
Biloxi, MS, January 26–February 1
Houston, TX, February 2–8
Oklahoma City, OK, May 11–17
Champaign, IL, May 19–25
Vicksburg, MS, June 1–7
Rockford, IL, June 22–28
Paducah, KY, June 22–28

Sectionals
Grapevine, TX, February 13–15
Lawrence, KS, February 20–22
Hattiesburg, MS, February 20–22
Nashville, TN, February 26–March 1
Beaumont, TX, February 26–March 1
Springfield, MO, February 27–March 1
Temple, TX, February 27–March 1
Baton Rouge, LA, March 6–8
Gilbertsville, KY, March 6–8
Maryland Heights, MO (St. Louis), March 7 (0–200)
McAlester, OK, March 7–8
Vestavia, AL, March 12–15
Rogersville, AL, March 27–29
Alexandria, LA, March 27–29
Biloxi, MS, March 27–29 (0–200)
Buchanan, TN, March 27–29
Hot Springs Village, AR, April 3–5
Metairie, LA, March 3–5 (0–300)
Hoover, AL, March 3–5 (0–300)
Athens, TX, April 23–25
Kansas City, MO, April 24–26
Tupelo, MS, April 24–26
Metairie, LA, April 30–May 3
Nashville, TN, April 30–May 3
Montgomery, AL, May 1–3
St. Charles, MO, May 15–17
Richardson, TX, May 21–25
Fort Worth, TX, June 5–7
Birmingham, AL, June 12–14 (0–300)
Hot Springs Village, AR, August 28–30 (0–300)
GNT District Final
Tupelo, MS, April 24–26

Tournament Report
Kansas City, MO Regional

• David Siebert & partner—1st in A in Side Game (26
pairs); 2nd in A in A/X Pairs (48 pairs)

• Allan Siebert & teammates—2nd in Bracket I 
Knockout (9 teams); 1st in Bracket I Knockout (9 
teams); 3/4 in Bracket I Knockout (12 teams); 4th in 
A/X Swiss (21 teams)

• David Siebert & teammates—4th in Bracket I 
Compact Knockout (9 teams); 5th in A in A/X Swiss 
(35 teams); 3/4 in Bracket I Knockout (9 teams)

• Russ Jones & partner—3rd in A in Side Game (24 
pairs); 3rd in A in Open Pairs (44 pairs); 3rd in A in 
A/X Pairs (48 pairs)

• Russ Jones & teammates—7th in A/X Swiss (21 
teams)

Memphis, TN Sectional

• Russ Jones & partner—6th in A in Side Game (62 
pairs); 1st in A in Fast Pairs (44 pairs); 4th in A in Fast 
Pairs (41 pairs); 2nd in A in Side Game (44 pairs); 
2nd in A in Side Game (40 pairs)

• Helen Buchanan & Rosemary Dyke—6th in A/5th in 
B/3rd in C in Fast Pairs (44 pairs); 3/4 in B in 199er 
Pairs (22 pairs); 4th in A/1st in B in 199er Pairs (10 
pairs); 3rd in A/2nd in B in 199er Pairs (12 pairs)

• Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—2nd in B/1st in C in 
Fast Pairs (44 pairs)

• David Siebert, Jane Dickey, Jack Tidball, & 
teammate—2nd in Bracket I Knockout (6 teams); 2nd 
in A in Swiss (32 teams)

Vicksburg, MS Sectional

• Missy McCain & Somers Collins—6th in A/3rd in B in 
Side Game (31 pairs)

Orlando, FL Regional

• Clete Judkins & partner—3rd in A/1st in B in Side 
Game (32 pairs)

Monday the 2nd–Sunday the 8th is STaC
week—your chance to earn SILVER at every 
game! All games are Open except Monday night 
and both Wednesday games.
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First Place Winners From Kansas City, Memphis, & Vicksburg

Allan
David Russ

Rosemary & Helen Luraette & Jim

Need a Partner?
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGECLUB.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

David Cockcroft Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Bill Kinneman John Chapman
Vicki Scanlon Richard Kalkbrenner
Jane Teed Diane Lord
Sherry Wortsmith Sheila Mehaffy

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Junior Fund Month
All of February is Junior Fund Month. Each game 
designated as a “Junior Fund” game awards 
masterpoints at 100% sectional rated black. Players 
earn extra masterpoints while helping the junior 
program for youth up to age 26. Junior players have 
their own special events as well. Check them out at 
www.BridgeIsCool.com. ♣

ACBL-wide Senior Pairs 
The 11:00 a.m. game on Monday, February 23 is the 
ACBL-wide Senior Pairs game. It awards masterpoints 
at 80% sectional rated black. 

Overall Awards: 1st, 20; depth of awards, 10 places

District Winners: 1st, 10; depth of awards, 5 places

Hand records and analyses

Winners recognized on web site and in the Bridge 
Bulletin.

Open to any player 55 years of age as of the day of the 
event. ♠


