


The Primrose Path to the
Everlasting Bonfire

Bonnie Melchior

‘Tis the season of Lent, an appropriate time to confess
one’s bridge sins. Mea Culpa: | am guilty of throwing
out cards on automatic pilot without bothering to
reconstruct the unseen hands. Here is an egregious
example.

lhad AAQJ8,vQ6, ¢ AJ83, & A98 (too many
points for 1NT) and opened 1¢. LHO overcalled 1s,
partner made a negative double, and RHO said 24.
Well, | could say 2NT, but where were my tricks coming
from with no fit for partner’s hearts? Since this was
matchpoints, they were vulnerable, and my spades
were pretty stout, | elected to double, ending the
auction. Partner led the diamond 10 and | saw the
dummy below. Did | stop to reconstruct declarer’s
distribution? No-0-0-o0. I'll let you do so and plan your
defense.

a1064
vJ53
¢76
*KQ765

My muddled mind was fixated on finding a heart honor
in partner’'s hand and getting a ruff, and | plopped down
the diamond Ace followed by the heart Queen, thus
making a debacle of the defense on the first trick.
Although partner did have the heart Ace, | never got my
ruff and they made their doubled contract when they
should have gone down 2 tricks!

Declarer’s hand was virtually an open book when | saw
the lead, had | bothered to think at all. Partner’s 10
meant she had only 2 diamonds because with 3 or 4 in
an unsupported bid suit, one leads low. (Count, even
with 10 9 x, is usually the most useful information to
impart.) If partner had 2 diamonds, then declarer’s hand
was 5 spades, 2 hearts, 5 diamonds, 1 club. (If partner
had had 7 hearts, surely she would have bid them
again.)

Therefore, all | had to do was play low on that golden
10, giving declarer an insurmountable problem.
Probably, she would try to develop a club trick by
leading toward dummy’s KQ, but | would take my Ace
(partner confirming my count of that suit) and lead back

Directory Changes

Send to Rick Lowens at rick.lowens@arkansas.gov or
place information in his box. DO NOT give data to Dick
Heil, Dick Chapman, a Director, a teacher, or anyone
else and assume it will be properly recorded!

the spade Queen. Declarer would take the King, but
now what? All she could do would be give me one of
my diamond honors. Then | would take Ace and Jack of
spades and get out my small spade. She would have to
give me another diamond, and | would get out my small
diamond, forcing her to break the hearts (which would
give us 2 heart tricks) for down 2.

Even if declarer immediately played a diamond (instead
of a club) at the third trick, there would be a counter to
her every move and the result would be exactly the
same—down 2. (I would take a diamond honor and
lead back Ace and Queen of spades. She could ruff
one diamond, but that wouldn’t do her any good, as
long as | was careful to take my second diamond honor
and club Ace before getting out my last trump.) See all
four hands below (West is declarer):

a2

vA109874

¢ 105

%J1042
aK9753 a1064
v K2 vJ53
¢ KQ942 ¢76
%3 *KQ765

aAQJS8

vQ6

¢AJ8B3

~A98

| know that counting the unseen hands yields possibly
magic results, so I'd like to think | will go and sin no
more. But it's so easy to lapse into automatic pilot!
Alas, that primrose path is out there—waiting. %

Diana Nagel is a
new Bronze Life
Master (500 MP).
Way to go!
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Four Steps in Bridge
Playing
Bo Liu

IMP game. Bd 12. | was West and holding: & 7 4, v 3,
¢ AK652, « KQ87 2. The bidding went:

S W N E

Te P 1v

1a 2% P 4e

P P 4a X
All Pass

Before lead | did first 2 of 4 steps (RACP):

1. Review bidding: pd didn’t bid 4 directly and he
choose to double 4a instead of forcing pass or 5v. His
hand is not very strong, his hearts are solid or semi-
solid, originally he might want to keep slight chance to
try slam or he likes my 2& bid to reach game.
Meantime his treatment left space for opps to find their
spade fit. North must believe his 4a is making or at
most down one since bd 12 is N-S vulnerable. North
has to have some extremely good shape to support his
bid because he can’t have too many HCP.

2. Analysis of leading: Spade lead can play against
opps’ cross-ruff plan, but if opps has a long side suit
this lead might lose timer; heart lead looks good
because it would not lose the leading plus | can ruff
pd’s heart winner to choose my further plan; diamond
Ace lead could be good if | can cash both A K and give
pd a ruff, but will be bad if one opp also has long
diamond suit; club King lead is hard to be good, it might
lose leading and if some opp has long club suit club
King lead is bad. So | led heart 3.

| saw table: AAJ109,v4, ¢ QJ10987 3, & 6.
Heart 3 — 4 — Jack — 5. Pd took some time to think.

3. Count winners and losers: Now Pd showed 10 HCP
in hearts, other honors | didn’t see are spade King
Queen, club Ace. South bid 1a in Vulnerable seat after
his pd passed, he needs all these three honors to make
his bid. Meantime if pd has spade King or club Ace he
will make a forcing pass after 4. If spade Queen in
pd’s hand it is not much helpful for defense, also very
slight possibility that South will bid 1a with poor 5-6
card suit and really low HCP. If South has spade King
Queen and club Ace can he has only 4 cards spade? |

think lower than 1%. Now let see how declarer’s play
could be.

If pd play spade or club back now, declarer’s play is
easy, 2 rounds of trump and give up two diamonds,
table has two more trumps as entries to run rest good
diamonds. He just lose one heart and two diamonds.

If pd play heart winner and force table to ruff, now table
will be short of entries to build up diamonds, but if he
can go cross-ruff he could win 9 tricks in trumps and
club Ace, total 10 tricks. So the key is where is diamond
47 If diamond 4 is in pd’'s hand, the contract is cold.
The only hope is that South has diamond 4. Also pd is
more likely to have & xx, ¥ AKQ J XX, ¢ —, & X X X X
Xxoraxx, v AKQJxXxX, ¢ —, & XXXXXinstead to
have a XX, Y AKQJXX, ¢4, & XXXX0raxx, vA
KQJxxx, ¢4, s xxxaccording to his bid.

Pd played the second heart after thinking: heart Ace —
heart 6 — club 8 — spade 9. This is what | am expecting.
My club 8 is UDCA signal to deny club Ace and this
way could help pd to read HCP distribution. Table
played club 6 — club 4 — club Ace — club 2. Next
declarer played diamond 4 from hand.

4. Plan: should | win it by my diamond King or diamond
Ace? If | win it, what | can play next? If | win it | have to
play spade, otherwise declarer will do cross-ruff. If |
play spade back I still can’t set the contract because he
could run two rounds of spade then give up one
diamond (I only left one top diamond) and he still have
one trump on table as the entry to cash rest diamonds.
So | can’t win this diamond with my diamond Ace or
King. | have to play low and hope pd will ruff it and play
spade back.

Whole 4 hands as following:

aAJ109

v4

¢QJ109873

%6
aT74 a62
v3 vAKQJ982
¢ AK652 * —
«KQ872 %J1043

AaKQ853

v10765

4

«A95
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2008 Final Ace of Clubs
Rankings

The vast majority of ACBL members play in local club
games most of the time. To recognize achievement at
the club level, the Ace of Clubs competition was
created in 1984. These club champions are recognized
at the unit level, district level, and ACBL-wide. All points
won at the club level are counted in this contest with
the exception of those won in STaCs, progressive
sectionals, NABC fund-raiser events, North American
Pairs, and Grand National Teams.

Nat’l | Dist | Unit | Player Points
0-5
5 | Marilyn Moores 18.41
6 | Devon Beck 18.03
7 | Carolyn Moseley 17.56
8 | Norma Bishop 17.23
10 | Jerry Carter 14.76
5-20
8 1 | George Ballard 44.43
6 | Beth Howard 25.81
8 | Richard Kalkbrenner | 22.73
20-50
| | 6 | Rosemary Dyke 26.66
50-100
24 4 | Bryan Lee Williams 46.47
7 | Bill Mattox 40.96
9 | Karen Anderson 30.55
100-200
12 2 | Lew Johnson 64.13
21 3 | Luraette Tucker 52.68
6 | John Chapman 44 .51
200-300
22 4 | Jim Gauntt 51.63
5 | Betty Peden 41.20
6 | Dave Neuschwanger | 38.08
7 | Bill Kihnneman 37.96
8 | Nancy Tracy 36.35
9 | Jo Blanchard 34.43
10 | David Blanchard 33.84
300-500
5 | Dick Chapman 59.94
6 | Judy Chapman 59.67
7 | Art Pfeiffer 52.83
9 | Diana Nagel 48.60

500-1,000

13 2 | Bill Jones 88.43

5 | Evelyn Hodges 66.90

8 | Somers Collins 64.58

9 [ Langdon Jones 63.65

10 | Mike Compton 58.35
1,500-2,500

7 | David Cockcroft 101.05

8 | Ann Ferrill 99.06

9 | Jane Dickey 97.10
5,000-7,500

7 3 | Peggy Jett 144.23

18 4 | Dane Clay 73.23

24 6 | Ann Clay 34.11
Over 10,000

7 1 | Al Childs 77.56

10 2 | David Siebert 58.87

13 3 | Allan Siebert 22.83

2008 Final Mini-McKenney

Rankings

In 1974, the ACBL Board of Directors voted to

recognize the masterpoint achievements of all players
and the Mini-McKenney races were established. The
winners at each level of achievement are recognized by
the ACBL each year in the March issue of the Bridge
Bulletin and at the district level. Eligibility is determined
by each player’s masterpoint holding at the beginning

of the calendar year.

Nat’l | Dist | Unit | Player Points
0-5
12 2 Byron Southern 37.82
20 3 | Jerry Carter 29.86
22 4 Helen Buchanan 29.36
6 Betty Carter 28.32
7 Marilyn Moores 2514
8 Norma Bishop 23.25
5-20
9 George Ballard 58.99
19 4 Beth Howard 48.71
8 Richard Kalkbrenner 29.70
20-50
| | 4 | Rosemary Dyke 46.92
50-100
12 3 Bryan Lee Williams 99.80
6 Bill Mattox 61.65
7 Karen Anderson 59.39
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100-200
3 Luraette Tucker 111.17
4 Jim Tucker 95.17
5 Lew Johnston 92.15
7 | Carolyn Johnson 76.03
8 Richard Johnson 74.10
10 | John Chapman 65.12
200-300
15 4 Jim Gauntt 108.57
22 5 Bill Kinneman 95.67
6 Jo Blanchard 73.04
7 David Blanchard 72.45
300-500
4 Beverly Kinneman 102.16
6 Barbara Blaine 91.17
7 Dick Chapman 90.71
8 Rita Sevall 88.64
9 | Judy Chapman 86.17
500-1,000
11 2 Bill Jones 202.69
19 3 Langdon Jones 176.40
5 Mike Compton 148.01
6 Somers Collins 139.95
8 Bonnie Fincher 134.46
10 | Evelyn Hodges 107.50
1,000-2,500
12 2 Jane Dickey 303.62
5 Ann Ferrill 197.33
6 David Cockcroft 192.99
10 | Norma Campbell 164.83
2,500-5,000
4 2 Russ Jones 468.41
7 Bonnie Melchior 246.19
5,000-7,500
16 3 Peggy Jett 197.89
22 4 Dane Clay 154.83
5 | Ann Clay 102.25
Over 10,000
98 6 1 David Siebert 748.55
7 2 Allan Siebert 710.06
17 3 | Al Childs 130.14

Some of our players are members of Unit 220 instead
of Unit 161. These LRDBC members placed in the Unit
220 Mini-McKenney:

100-200
1 Skip Henry 55.43

300-500
4 | Syed Aijjaz 36.41
10 | Robert Tully 21.10
500-1,000
7 | George McKeown 33.58
1,000-2,500
1 Jack Tidball 181.70
4 Marilyn Watt 86.09
2,500-5,000
1 Kathy Miller 81.21
2 | Sam Cheesman 62.00

We mourn the passing of

David Flis.

February Minutes

Ann Lewis

Sunday, February 8, 2009. Dick Heil, President, called
the LRDBC Board meeting to order. Board members
present were Diane Lord, Dick Chapman, Jane Teed,
Bill Kinneman, David Cockcroft, John Chapman,
Margaret Kelly, Rick Lowens, Richard Kalkbrenner, Ann
Lewis, and Sherry Wortsmith. Bryan Lee Williams was
a guest.

Dick announced two changes to the agenda—no report
from Chief Director and Petty Cash Fund was added.

John Chapman moved the Board accept the minutes as
published. Richard Kalkbrenner seconded the motion,
and it passed unanimously.

Dick Heil handed out a budget analysis for 2007, 2008,
and a projected analysis for 2009. He stated the
LRDBC will lose money in 2009 if we keep the same
table count as 2007 and have the 2009 projected
expenses. Dick reminded the Board of the critical
importance of table count. The Monday and Thursday
day games have fewer people playing. The Club needs
the 0-50 point players to play more. Dick asked Sheila
Mehaffy and Sherry Wortsmith to meet with their
committee and come up with ideas to get these players
more involved.

Dick Chapman suggested we have a new member
appreciation party on a Saturday or Sunday in March or
April. It will be a social event with lunch. After
discussion Jane Teed moved the LRDBC have a new
member party on Sunday, March 29, 2009. The motion
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March LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPENSE

Charities January 1 - December 31, 2008
LRDBC has designated First
Christian Church Food |INCOME: |
Pantry, Helping Hand,
C.AR.E. for Animals, Inc., Club Games Tables Entries Directors Net
The Dorcus House, and Monday 665.5 $10,542.00 $510.00 $10,032.00
Susan G. Komen Breast Monday Night 417.5 6,401.50 821.00 5,580.50
Cancer Foundation as the Tuesday Morning 133.5  1,806.50 354.00 1,452.50
charities to benefit from the Tuesday Night _ 408.5 5,863.50 740.00 5,123.50
. . Wednesday Morning 310.5 5,242.00 638.00 4,604.00
local Charity Games during Wednesday Night 90.5  1,481.50 187.00  1,294.50
March. The ACBL Charitable | 11 rsqay 5935 9,607.00  490.00  9,117.00
Foundation will benefit from Thursday Night 472.0  7,143.00 577.00  6,566.00
the other Charity Games. ¢ Friday 2725  4,365.50 498.00 3,867.50
Saturday 253.0  3,559.00 450.00 3,109.00
Sunday 403.0 6,361.50 697.00 5,664.50
W Total Club Games 4,020.0 $62,373.00 $5,962.00 $56,411.00
LRDBC’s Prepaid Entries Sold $ 8,820.00
Over / Short (Entry Fees -41.00
Newest Concessions( ’ ) 490.81
Members Coke Machine 924.00
Beer / Wine 0.00
Cathy Crass Dues 6,128.00
Donna Hare Memorial Donations 1.50
Tom Leggett Interest 1,106.95
Bud Martin Supplies sold 61.00
Renee Rittelmeyer Miscellaneous 4,506.07
TOTAL INCOME $78,408.33

Rebecca Smith &

GNT District [EXPENSES: |

Final Rent to The Bridge House $35,000.00
Tupelo, MS, April 24-26 ACBL Monthly Fees 3,063.59
ACBL Other Fees 3,936.04
= Newsletter 1,262.49
H_Ot sp"ngs Internet Access 456.70
Vlllage Bridge Supplies 1,770.19
H Other Supplies 1,791.85
Reglo“al Maintenance/Repairs 0.00
Friday, April 3—Sunday, Concessions 468.51
April 5 Coke 661.03
i Beer / Wine 0.00
See flyer on Bulletin Board. Parties 565.49
Take special note of the Miscellaneous 3,219.39
“Eight is Enough” rules for Bridge House Bldg. Fund 9,532.00
the Knockouts on Friday and TOTAL EXPENSES $61,727.28
Saturday. Regular team
rules apply for the Sunday NET INCOME $16,681.05
Swiss. a _—

|
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First Place Winners Ffrom Sandestin. Biloxi. S7aC. € Bradenton

Betty David Bill & Norma

Not pictured: Curtis Finch & Allan Siebert

Jack & Bonnie

New Member Welcoming Party!

A special welcoming party and game are scheduled for Sunday, March 29. This game will be limited to members
joining in 2008 and 2009 and their partners. Each new member will be paired with a member who joined prior to
2008, with pairings to be randomly drawn at the game. We will enjoy a light lunch at 12:30 p.m. and the game
will start at 1:30 p.m. This is a social event as we introduce new members to others in the club and to enjoy a
pleasant afternoon at the bridge table. New members play free; their partners will pay the normal $4.50 table
fee. The afternoon will be casual and fun! This game replaces the regular Sunday game, and the game will be
restricted to pairs containing a new member. A signup sheet for new members and pre-2008 members is at the
club. Everyone is looking forward to meeting our new members! v

2001-2008 Table Count Chart

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
2001 190.50 22550 189.75 212.00 230.50 253.50 241.50 264.00 209.00 216.00 196.00 174.00 2,602.25
2002 260.00 18250 210.50 209.50 183.50 226.50 230.00 205.50 196.50 237.50 169.00 208.50 2,519.50
2003 206.50 188.50 185.00 206.50 185.50 232.50 211.50 214.50 219.50 243.00 193.50 243.50 2,530.00
2004 270.50 221.00 255.50 250.00 223.50 297.00 307.00 322.50 263.00 265.50 235.00 286.50 3,197.00
2005 307.50 279.50 325.00 250.50 226.50 302.50 294.00 314.50 295.00 318.50 216.50 283.00 3,413.00
2006 352.50 309.50 322.00 29550 234.50 374.00 350.00 346.25 256.00 319.00 239.25 281.00 3,679.50
2007 340.50 313.00 278.00 300.75 292.50 323.50 315.00 340.50 261.00 354.50 289.00 346.50 3,754.75
2008 344.00 329.00 357.50 333.00 278.00 390.00 351.50 363.50 315.00 375.50 271.00 312.00 4,020.00
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was seconded by Bill Kinneman and it passed
unanimously. Dick Heil appointed a committee to work
on the details and report back at the March Board
meeting. The chairman will be Dick Chapman, and
members are Diane Lord, Margaret Kelly, and John
Chapman. Diane Lord moved the LRDBC Sunday,
March 29, 2009, game be one in which members who
joined before 2008 play can only play with new
members. David Cockcroft seconded the motion, and it
passed unanimously.

Dick Heil reminded the Board members to sign up for
the Master/Novice game and to encourage other
members to do so.

CLUB MANAGER'’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly reported there are several Junior Fund
games in February and the ACBL-wide Senior game is
Monday, February 23, 2009.

On March 17th there will be an ACBL-wide charity
game. The LRDBC will have its charity game week
March 9-15. The Charity Game Committee will meet to
determine which charity or charities will receive the
LRDBC's donation. The committee will give a report at
the March Board meeting.

TREASURER'’ S REPORT

Rick Lowens gave the Treasurer’s Report. Rick
reported the table count for January 2009 was the
lowest of the past four years.

All the dues collected to date for 2009 are reported in
January. Therefore, we had a net income of $4,429.79.
As of January 31, 2009, LRDBC had 250 paid
members plus six people paid their dues in February.
Dick Heil will send a letter to those who have not paid
their dues.

LRDBC SECTIONAL TOURNAMENT

John Chapman reported his research is finding
sectional tournaments are not as well-attended. He also
does not have an ACBL director. After discussion, it
was decided to defer action on a sectional tournament
in Little Rock until 2010. John will report on how the
HSV 299er tournament does. It will be held in August
2009.

LCD MONITOR
Dick asked Bryan Lee Williams to report on the LCD

screens plus tax, mounts, cabling, and a distribution
system and this would cost around $1,500. After
discussion, Dick Heil appoint a committee of John
Chapman, Bryan Lee Williams, Art Pfeifer, and Ann
Lewis to look into all the aspects of the LCD monitor
and report back at the March meeting.

PETTY CASH FUND

Bill Kinneman said he was asked by a member to find

out why LRDBC did not have a petty cash fund so the

directors would not such a difficult time making change
at the start of games. Rick Lowens stated the Club did
have a petty cash fund and that some directors do not
use it.

2010 YOUTH NATIONAL TOURNAMENT

Dick Heil reported Little Rock is a finalist to host this
tournament. The tournament is a 3-day event and will
be held at the Peabody Hotel if Little Rock is chosen.

WEB SITE MEMBERS DIRECTORY

The directory was discussed and it was decided not put
the LRDBC directory on our web site. Rick Lowens will
post new members with addresses and telephone
numbers on the bulletin board. a

Tournament Report

Sandestin, FL Regional

e Allan Siebert & teammates—1st in Bracket | Knockout
(9 teams); 1st in Bracket | Knockout (12 teams); 1st in
Bracket | Compact Knockout (11 teams); 1stin A in
Stratified Swiss (54 teams)

Biloxi, MS Regional

¢ Jack Tidball, Jim Gauntt, Jane Dickey, & Bill Jones—
3rd in A/2nd in B in Side Swiss (13 teams); 7/8 in B in
Swiss (44 teams)

¢ Betty Peden & teammates—5/6 in C in Stratified
Senior Swiss (13 teams)

¢ David Siebert & teammates—3rd in A in Swiss (44
teams); 1st in Bracket | Knockout (6 teams); 1stin
Bracket | Knockout (9 teams)

¢ Betty Peden & partner—4th in A/2nd in B/1stin C in
Stratified Senior Pairs (30 pairs)

¢ Jim Gauntt & Bill Jones—6th in B in Stratified Senior
Pairs (30 pairs)

e Suzanne Siebert & teammates—=8/9 in B in Swiss (40
teams)

monitor. Brxan Lee stated the club could bux two 32"
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District 10 STaC

¢ Allan Siebert & Bonnie Melchior—6th in A in Open
Pairs (410 pairs)

e Bernice McNutt & Barbara Miles—13th in A in Open
Pairs (410 pairs)

¢ Fran Cockcroft & Bert Turner—12th in B in Open
Pairs (410 pairs)

¢ Richard Kalkbrenner & Devon Beck—1st in A&B in
299er Pairs (16 pairs)

¢ Dennis Clark & Millie Calhoun—2nd in A&B in 299er
Pairs (16 pairs)

¢ Faith Smith & Linda Faulkner—3rd in A&B in 299er
Pairs (16 pairs)

¢ John Chapman & Wendy Wheeler—4th in A in 299er
Pairs (16 pairs)

¢ Bryan Lee Williams & Beth Howard—5th in A in 299er
Pairs (16 pairs); 5th in C in Open Pairs (131 pairs)

¢ Barbara Hope & Jane Cazort—4th in B in 299er Pairs
(16 pairs)

¢ Margaret Kelly & Carol Holcomb—2nd in A&B in
Open Pairs (345 pairs)

¢ Sandy Swegle & Wayne Swegle—1st in A in 299er
Pairs (12 pairs)

¢ Frank Skudrzyk & Lew Johnston—2nd in A in 299er
Pairs (12 pairs)

e John Chapman & Jan Van Ness—3rd in A in 299er
Pairs (12 pairs)

¢ Sherri Rowland & Karen Anderson—4th in A in 299er
Pairs (12 pairs)

¢ George Ballard & Jan Gauntt—1st in B in 299er Pairs
(12 pairs)

o Vickey Metrailer & Vicki Scanlon—2nd in B/1stin C in
299er Pairs (12 pairs)

¢ Annadell Fowler & Charles Fowler—2nd in C in 299er
Pairs (12 pairs)

¢ Jane Cazort & Norma Bishop—1st in A in 99er Pairs
(6 pairs)

¢ Richard Kalkbrenner & Sissi Brandon—2nd in A in
99er Pairs (6 pairs)

¢ John Chapman & Wendy Wheeler—6th in B/2nd in C
in Open Pairs (227 pairs)

e Barbara Miles & Burla Sims—=8th in B in Open Pairs
(227 pairs)

o Luraette Tucker & Jim Tucker—9th in B/3rd in C in
Open Pairs (227 pairs)

¢ Gregg Sterne & Lew Johnston—6th in C in Open
Pairs (227 pairs)

¢ Bonnie Fincher & Jack Tidball—1/2 in A in Open Pairs
(417 pairs)

e Norma Campbell & Bill Jones—5th in A/1stin B in
Open Pairs (417 pairs)

¢ Kathy Miller & partner—6th in A in Open Pairs (417
pairs)

¢ Robert Tully & George McKeown—20th in A/6th in B
in Open Pairs (417 pairs)

¢ Robert Downie & Jeanne Lloyd—10th in A in Open
Pairs (205 pairs)

Bradenton, FL Regional

¢ David Siebert & Curtis Finch—1st in A in Senior Pairs
(34 pairs); 6th in A in Senior Pairs (36 pairs)

Grapevine, TX Sectional

¢ John Chapman & partner—2nd in A in Side Game (62
pairs)

March Special Games

Eight is Enough Swiss Team
Sunday 1st 1:30 p.m.
Club Championship—65% sectional rated black

Monday 2nd 7:00 p.m. 0-300

Thursday 19th 7:00 p.m. 0-500
Saturday 21st 12:30 p.m.

Tuesday 24th 7:00 p.m. (Master/Novice)

Unit 161 Grand National Team
Saturday 7th 9:30 a.m.—2 sessions
Charity Week—100% sectional rated black

Every game Monday 9th through Sunday 15th (except
Saturday 14th) ; all games open except Monday 7:00
p-m., Wednesday 9:30 a.m., Wednesday 7:00 p.m.;
and Thursday 7:00 p.m.

Unit-Wide Championship—85% sectional rated black
Saturday 14th 12:30 p.m.

Club Membership—100% sectional rated black
Monday 16th 11:00 a.m.

ACBL-wide Charity Game—100% sectional rated black
Tuesday 17th 7:00 p.m.

Master/Novice

Tuesday 24th 7:00 p.m. (Club Championship)

New Member/Pre-2008 Member Game

Sunday 29th 1:30 p.m.
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Need a Partner?

Contact Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) to help
you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane or Roger know.

A Dreamt Squeeze

Gordon Campbell

It's a rainy Saturday afternoon and a bit cool. Virginia
would love to be out fishing or golfing, or indeed,
anywhere outside. Inside it was all quiet, but suddenly |
became interrupted by the incessant high-pitched ping,
bong, and double-ping of the BBO noises which were
doing their very best to wake me up to do something.
Virginia was playing with her friend and partner Skip
Henry of Pine Bluff.

A while later, Virginia exclaimed—I've got 26 HCP!
Having not been lucky enough to see that many points
in a long long time, | had to look on.

Virginia (North) held:

aAKQ8
v7

¢ AKQS8
«AKJ8

Skip (South) held:

A JB XX
vKQ6
¢ 106

&~7654

Sure enough it was 26 HCP. Her RHO (West) opened
with 2v, and the auction proceeded:

w N E S

29 X Pass 24
Pass 4NT Pass 5 (0/3)
Pass 6a All Pass

The auction was a little crude but North should receive
much understanding. Partner is hardly going to upgrade
the club Queen, the diamond Jack or a fifth spade, any
of which might make the contract easy. So Virginia took
a shot. Skip had some stuff but of course, as deserved,
the wrong stuff. Sadly West did not lead the heart Ace
but instead led the club 10.

So let’s think (or use whatever acronym is in vogue)
BEFORE we play.

1. The club Queen seems to be offside. | doubt that
West would lead from Q 10 9 against a slam when he
holds the heart Ace. Too dangerous.

2. The club Queen could be doubleton offside because
we are not going to finesse.

3. The diamond Jack could be singleton—yeah right!

4. We likely need trumps to be 3-2 or there is too much
work to do.

5. We have 10 top tricks after knocking out the heart
Ace, plus an 11th by either ruffing a heart in North or a
diamond in South.

6. Not much hope for a 12th trick but wait, a glimmer of
a squeeze starts to shine. East probably holds at least
a 4-card diamond suit AND the club Queen.

Things are picking up. To preserve squeeze threats, it
must be a heart ruff for our 11th trick (not a diamond
ruff). Also the squeeze threat must be the club 7 in
Declarer’'s hand, not a big one in Dummy.

So we play the spade Ace, spade King, then the club
King. Then lead a heart to the Queen. West wins with
the heart Ace and exits with the safe heart Jack. We
ruff with the spade Queen, and lead the spade 8 to our
Jack, leaving this position:

Virginia (North) now holds:

A_
'_
¢ AKQS8
«~J8

Skip (South) now holds:

A6
v K
¢ 106
~76

We need all the remaining 6 tricks but we only appear
to have 5 of them. Undaunted we cash the spade 6 and
the heart King pitching the club Jack and the club 8,
leaving a 4-card end-position. East cannot hang on to
both his 4-card diamond suit and his club Queen (the
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only other club remaining). He was squeezed. Skip was LITTLE Rock DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB

Declarer for the best played hand of the century. Oh, CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

back to ping, bong, ping, was | dreaming? 7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE Rock, AR 72207

These were the Opponent’s hands: (501) 666-9841

West East WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGECLUB.ORG

A XX A XXX Officers

vAJ109 xX v 8XxX Dick Heil . President

o JxX ©97xx 529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

% 10 x * Q9x David Cockcroft Vice President

Keen readers will see that South needed 2 entries to Arm Lewis Secretary

his hand—one to ruff the heart 6 and another to draw L Lovyens Trea%urer‘

the last trump AND be in his hand in the squeeze AL T , Post President

position. We needed West to lead that heart Jack, after e Gf B

winning with the heart Ace. O,”e )_’ear RS
Bill Kinneman John Chapman

P.S. My next one-session mini-course will be an Vicki Scanlon Richard Kalkbrenner

introduction to squeezes (much easier than this Jane Teed Diane Lord

example), and how exciting it is when you do one! Sherry Wortsmith Sheila Mehaffy

Please check the notice board for a TBA date near the Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager

middle of March. v 224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com
Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (0) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207
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