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April Minutes
Ann Lewis

Tuesday, April 7, 2009. Dick Heil, President, called the 
LRDBC Board meeting to order. Board members 
present were Deb Phillips, John Chapman, Rick 
Lowens, Diane Lord, Jane Teed, Margaret Kelly, 
Richard Kalkbrenner, Art Pfeifer, David Cockcroft, 
Sheila Mehaffy, Bill Kinneman, Ann Lewis, Vicki 
Scanlon, and Dick Chapman. Judy Chapman was a 
guest.

Dick Heil asked for the approval of the March minutes 
as published. Rick Lowens stated he attended the 
meeting but was not listed as present. With this 
correction, Richard Kalkbrenner moved and Deb 
Phillips seconded the motion the March LRDBC Board 
minutes be approved. The motion passed unanimously.

TREASURER’S REPORT

Rick Lowens reported net income for the first quarter of 
2009 was $7,059.07, which is a decrease for the first 
quarter of 2008. The decrease was mainly attributed to 
the increase in the rent.

Table count for March was 353.

At the end of March the LRDBC paid membership was 
305, up 30 members from this time last year.

Dick Heil asked Rick to send him a list of all the people 
who have not rejoined the club. Dick will send letters to 
these people asking them to rejoin.

Rick announced LRDBC will not get any money from 
the HSV Tournament. We will get money from the 
DeGray Tournament.

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT

Margaret Kelly announced the Charity Game Week will 
start on Sunday, May 12, 2009.

There will be no hand records for the Unit-wide 
Championship game that will be held in April. The 
results of this game should be sent directly to Russ 
Jones.

Some players have had some discrepancies in their 
masterpoints. Deb said there were several reasons for 
that and asked the players call her about their points. 
Deb will write an article for the May Newsletter telling 

players how to get their correct masterpoints.

The GNT and NAP Tournaments will be held in LR and 
HSV. These clubs will alternate years for the 
tournaments.

CHIEF DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Deb Phillips asked whether LRDBC wanted to have 
hand records for several of the games. After much 
discussion, it was decided the Board would not take 
any action on this matter.

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE

Sheila Mehaffy reported she and Sherry Wortsmith are 
sending a packet to all new members. One of the items 
included in the packet is a LRDBC Directory. Deb 
stated she gives new members a directory when they 
pay their dues. To make sure a new member does not 
get two directories, Deb will send a list to Sheila.

NEWCOMER’S PARTY

Dick Chapman stated the party was a success. He 
wished more new members had attended. There was a 
total of 21 tables and the good food was appreciated. A 
suggestion to improve this game is to have the party in 
February 2010. The planning for this party needs to 
start in October or earlier.

ANNUAL DUES

Rick starts collecting dues in October for the following 
year. Everyone who pays their annual dues on or 
before the Christmas Party gets a free play. There was 
some confusion last year as to when you got your free 
play. It will be written that anyone paying their 2010 
dues on or before the Annual Meeting/Christmas Party 
will be eligible to play free at the Christmas Party bridge 
game only.

Dick Heil said Little Rock is still under consideration for 
the 2010 National Youth Tournament.

There was discussion about a LRDBC Cookbook and a 
silent auction art sale.

David Cockcroft announced he will be having a Capital 
Equipment Committee meeting soon and he stated that 
Board members will be welcomed to attend.

The Unit Team “7 Is Enough” Tournament will be held 
at the DeGray Tournament. Local qualifying for this 
tournament must be determined by July 1, 2009. The 
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qualifying game is one session held on a Saturday.

The May LRDBC Board meeting will be held the first 
Sunday in May, which is the 3rd.

There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned. 

LRDBC’s Newest Members
Charlene Burns Ken Burns Pat Davis

The 70% Club
 Marian Belew & Devon Beck—Wednesday morning, 

April 15—72.15%
 Dileep Vyas & Kokila Vyas—Wednesday morning, 

April 22—70.63%

Tournament Report
Hot Springs Village, AR Sectional

 David Cockcroft, Ann Ferrill, Helen Buchanan, & 
Rosemary Dyke—1st in Flight B Bracket 1 Knockout 
(7 teams)

 Joyce Thornton, Kay Loss, Missy McCain, & Somers 
Collins—1st in Flight B Bracket 1 Knockout (6 teams); 
1st in Flight B Bracket 2 Knockout (6 teams)

 Allan Siebert & Gerald Koonce—2nd in A in Open 
Pairs (50 pairs); 1st in A in Open Pairs (34 pairs)

 Mike Porta & Lisa Whitbeck—3rd in A/2nd in B&C in 
Side Game (34 pairs)

 Russ Jones & partner—4th in A in Side Game (34 
pairs)

 Bill Phillips & Dean Phillips—4th in B/2nd in C in Side 
Game (34 pairs)

 Dick Chapman & Judy Chapman—6/7 in B/4th in C in 
Side Game (34 pairs)

 Lew Johnston & Marian Belew—3rd in A in 299er 
Pairs (16 pairs)

 Bill Mattox & Tom Byarlay—5th in A/4th in B in 299er 
Pairs (16 pairs)

 Carol Holcomb & Fran Cockcroft—2nd in A&B/1st in 
C in Side Game (28 pairs)

 Sherry Wortsmith & Ann Lewis—5th in A/3rd in B/2nd 
in C in Side Game (28 pairs)

 Beth Howard & Bryan Lee Williams—4/5 in A in 299er 
Pairs (10 pairs); 4th in A/3rd in B in 299er Pairs (20 

pairs)
 Richard Johnson & Carolyn Johnson—4/5 in A in 

299er Pairs (10 pairs); 1st in A in 49er Pairs (12 pairs)
 Dane Clay & Ann Clay—1st in A in Side Game (28 

pairs)
 Diana Nagel & Betty Peden—2nd in A/1st in B&C in 

Side Game (28 pairs); 4/6 in B/3/5 in C in Side Game 
(18 pairs)

 Art Pfeifer & Robert Tully—3rd in A/2nd in B&C in 
Side Game (28 pairs)

 Jan Trotter & Sheila Mehaffy—5th in B/4th in C in 
Side Game (28 pairs)

 Byron Southern & Langdon Jones—6th in B in Side 
Game (28 pairs)

 Bryan Lee Williams & Bill Cardin—4th in A/2nd in 
B&C in Side Game (18 pairs)

 Helen Buchanan & Rosemary Dyke—2nd in A/1st in 
B in 49er Pairs (12 pairs)

 Jack Tidball, Virginia Young, Skip Henry, & Gordon 
Campbell—2nd in Flight A Knockout (11 teams)

 Jim Tucker, Luraette Tucker, David Siebert, & 
Suzanne Siebert—3rd in Flight A Knockout (11 
teams)

 Jane Dickey, Bonnie Fincher, Janet Tetkoskie, & Mike 
Compton—1st in Flight B Bracket 1 Knockout (6 
teams)

 Dick Heil, Jan Worden, Dick Chapman, & Judy 
Chapman—1st in Flight B Bracket 3 Knockout (8 
teams)

 Joyce Thornton, Kay Loss, & teammates—4th in B in 
B/C Swiss (28 teams)

 Jim Gauntt, Barbara Blaine, Beverly Kinneman, & Bill 
Kinneman—5th in A/3rd in B in B/C Swiss (28 teams)

 Skip Henry, Syed Aijaz, George McKeown, & Virginia 
Young—5th in C in B/C Swiss (28 teams)

 Gordon Campbell, David Siebert, Ann Clay, & Dane 
Clay—3rd in A in A/X Swiss (17 teams)

 Russ Jones, Al Childs, Kathy Childs, & teammate—
4/5 in A in A/X Swiss (17 teams)

 Bill Phillips, Dean Phillips, Margaret Kelly, & Cherry 
Starling—4th in X in A/X Swiss (17 teams)

Gatlinburg, TN Regional

 Bill Jones, Jim Gauntt, & teammates—2nd in Bracket 
XIII Knockout (16 teams); 4th in Bracket V Knockout 
(13 teams); 1st in Bracket XIV Knockout (16 teams); 
2nd in Bracket 5 Compact Knockout (16 teams)

 Sheila Mehaffy, Missy McCain, Diane Lord, & Ann 
Lewis—1st in Bracket XIX Knockout (16 teams); 5th 
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First Place Winners From Hot Springs Village

Helen, David, Ann, & Rosemary Joyce, Missy, Kay, & Somers

Diana & Betty
Allan & Gerald

Dane
&
Ann

Jane, Mike, Janet & Bonnie

Not Pictured

Richard Johnson
Carolyn Johnson

Rosemary & Helen
Carol & Fran
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in C in Swiss (49 teams); 6/7 in D in B/C/D Swiss (73 
teams)

 Karen Hearn & Lorita Cates—3rd in A/1st in B in 0–
300 Pairs (50 pairs)

 Karen Hearn & Carol Mulach—1st in A&B in 
100/200/300 Pairs (37 pairs)

Tupelo, MS Sectional

 Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—3rd in A/1st in B&C in 
Side Game (12 pairs);5th in B/3rd in C in Side Game 
(22 pairs); 4th in A/1st in B in Side Game (33 pairs)

 Barbara Blaine & Barbara Miles—5th in B in Side 
Game (50 pairs)

 Bill Kinneman & Beverly Kinneman—4th in C in Side 
Game (52 pairs)

District 10 Grand National Teams

 Jane Dickey, Burla Sims, Bonnie Fincher, & Mike 
Compton—3/4 in Flight B (18 teams)

 Russ Jones & teammates—2nd in Flight C (6 teams)

Our Club
Dick Heil

April was another great month for Our Club!

During the Charity Game week April 12–April 18 we 
had over 80 tables that earned over 80 masterpoints 
and raised over $300 for both local and ACBL 
sponsored charities. During this week all games earned 
TRIPLE masterpoints and all that participated 
contributed to good causes. That is a win-win situation. 
Charity Game weeks are generally the second full week 
of every month but make sure to check the calendar in 
each month’s Newsletter for the exact schedule for that 
month.

Bill Jones, Jim Gauntt, Ann Lewis, Diane Lord, Sheila 
Mehaffy, and Missy McCain attended the Gatlinburg 
Regional Tournament in late April and earned a total of 
over 140 masterpoints for the group. This shows that 
when players from Our Club go to tournaments we 
usually bring home the bacon (masterpoints).

One of the reasons our members do well in 
tournaments is the availability of high quality instruction. 
Just during April we had multiple opportunities to 
increase our knowledge and enjoyment of the game. 
David Siebert was conducting his on-going series of 
lessons on the 2/1 Siebert System, with over 20 

students. David Cockcroft continued his series of 
classes on Competitive Bidding with over 20 students. 
Gordon Campbell held a special Vugraph presentation 
to demonstrate the capabilities of Bridge Base Online to 
over 50 people. Gordon also taught a Saturday morning 
session on How to Handle Trumps that got rave 
reviews. Allan Siebert gave a presentation to over 30 
members on Think and Break the Rules that challenged 
us to “get out of the box” and to not rely on clichés, but 
to apply our intellects and creativity to playing our 
game.

Another of the reasons Our Club is successful at 
tournaments is the high level of play at the club. Each 
of us has heard or read that to really improve your 
game, you must play with and against the higher level 
players. Master/Novice Night is just one of those 
opportunities to play with a higher ranked player in a 
fun filled evening . Each of us has a natural tendency to 
stay where we feel comfortable. That has its benefits. 
But to improve we each need to stretch ourselves and 
get out of the comfort zone. That means that we should 
attempt to “play up” at least one level frequently. That 
means if we are brand new we should play with 
somebody that has been around for 1–2 years. If we 
are less than Life Masters we should play in more of 
the Open games. The U. S. Marines have an 
expression “Pain is weakness leaving the body!”. In our 
case challenging ourselves is “Knowledge entering our 
minds”.

Play, Learn, and Have Fun! 

Luraette Tucker is a new 
Life Master. Hoorah!
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB

7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207
(501) 666-9841
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGECLUB.ORG

Officers
Dick Heil President
529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net

David Cockcroft Vice President
Ann Lewis Secretary
Rick Lowens Treasurer
Art Pfeifer Past President

Board of Directors
One Year Two Years
Bill Kinneman John Chapman
Vicki Scanlon Richard Kalkbrenner
Jane Teed Diane Lord
Sherry Wortsmith Sheila Mehaffy

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Tournament Schedule
North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
Washington, DC, July 23–August 2

Regionals
Oklahoma City, OK, May 11–17
Vicksburg, MS, June 1–7
Birmingham, AL, August 3–9
Baton Rouge, LA, August 3–9
Tulsa, OK, August 10–16
Tunica, MS, September 21–27

Sectionals
Metairie, LA, April 30–May 3
Richardson, TX, May 1–3 (0–nlm)
St. Charles, MO, May 15–17
Richardson, TX, May 21–25
Fort Worth, TX, June 5–7
Dallas, TX, June 11–14 (0–nlm)
Birmingham, AL, June 12–14 (0–300)
District 10 STaC, June 15–21
Columbia, MO, June 19–21
Gulfport, MS, June 26–28
Hot Springs Village, AR, August 28–30 (0–300)




