











Playing Bridge in the
South—WAY South

Judy and Dick Chapman

We know from accounts by Gerald, Gordon, and others
that bridge is an international game and foreign players
are welcomed in clubs. Our experiences on a recent
trip to New Zealand confirmed that, as we were able to
play three times in clubs in Taupo and Wellington. We
were warmly received on each occasion and enjoyed
ourselves greatly.

Most New Zealand players use the ACOL system with
weak no trump and occasional 4-card major openings.
The opponents were familiar with Standard American
but most had never heard of our two-over-one game-
forcing system. Convention cards were not in use so
we found ourselves over-alerting just to make sure
there were no misunderstandings. Auctions were
conducted by pencil marks on a special pad rather than
by bid cards. We found this method to be a bit difficult
to track and we also wondered about intentional or
unintentional communication through the pencil strokes,
just as there might be with voice bidding.

There was virtually no discussion of boards during the
session. Scores were entered in electronic devices and
the players quietly picked up the cards for the next
board and moved on. As a result, there was never a
need for an extension of a round, a no-play, or a late
play. At the end of the entire session, hand records
from the automatic dealing system were distributed and
players sat in groups for the post-mortem analysis of
the auctions and play. The players who needed to
leave were able to, while the ones who had time to
work on their games could do so at their leisure.

Complimentary tea was poured at the tables during the

hospitality break. On the call, “Return your trays,
please” we were back to the game. The post-game
analysis was accompanied by wine that players
purchased from a cart brought into the room at the end
of the session.

We did have one odd experience, at a third club that we
called and e-mailed to inquire about playing and which
had invited us to come. We arrived 15 minutes before
game time and found that there were 4% tables
including us (the games in Taupo and Wellington had
16 to 20 tables). The director said he wouldn’t run a
game with fewer than 5 tables so he left, and the
players agreed to play a relaxed game. The players
were discussing the dilemma of sit-outs and half-tables;
we noticed their concern and asked whether we should
leave to make the tables even; they said “are you sure
you don’t mind?” which we interpreted as “please
leave” so we did, quite disappointed and rather
surprised.

We encourage others who travel around the country or
overseas to check into clubs that are available. It's a
great way to spread good will and to enjoy the
wonderful world of duplicate bridge. %
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First Place Winners Ffrom Junica

Bill & Beverly
Allan
Kay
Elaine & Rick
Not Pictured:
Jane, Jan, Barbara, & Sheila
Diana Nagel
Jerry Carter
Betty Carter
Bodie Cobb
Karen
Joyce & Margaret
David & Richard
Sandy & Carol
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Unlucky Hand
Jack Tidball

Playing at Tunica, the following hand came up in the
Knockouts when we were down 27 IMPs at halftime.

a AK AaJ9
vAJ10 vK87642
¢ 97 ¢Al10862
*«AKQ1076 *—

Partner, West, opened the bidding 2NT. The next hand
passed, and | began by bidding 3 e (Transfer). My plan
was to bid the hand to the maximum. Transfer to hearts
and keep bidding diamonds, hoping to get partner to
bid six of either suit. Before partner could bid, the next
hand doubled. Bidding Review:

W N E S
2N P 3e* D
3v P ?

When the opponent doubled my transfer of 3 e, | lost
hope for making six. | bid 4 which ended the auction.
Partner made 7.

The auction at the other table was:

w N E S
1s 3a 4e P
ANT P S5v P
6w All Pass

The opponents were not playing a strong club system.
Why she chose to open the bidding 14 with 21 HCP
and a 6-card suit eludes me. This is one bid that
creates a huge rebidding problem. That is, unless you
get this auction and then bridge is so easy. We lost the
match because of this board. Very unlucky. a

Our Club

Dick Heil

The River City Men’s Chorus presentation in late
September was to celebrate the heroes in our lives.
There were songs to honor the men and women of our
Armed Forces, and the Police and Firefighters who
keep us safe. There were also songs to celebrate the
ordinary people who helped change our lives by
devoting themselves to public service or by taking
unpopular stands to correct social injustices.

At the end of the excellent concert the audience was
prompted to look around and find the heroes in their
lives and to recognize and celebrate them.

Look around our Club and see all the heroes!

We have heroes who devote their time, energy, and
frequently their money to helping others achieve their
goals. Examples would be Mike Compton, Langdon
Jones, Jack Tidball, and Bonnie Fincher, who helped
Curtis Finch and George McKeown get the Gold Points
to attain their Life Master rating. Dick and Judy
Chapman and Barbara Blaine going to Tulsa to help
Betty Peden achieve her Life Master rating is another
recent example of selfless giving. These are only the
latest examples. Frequently unrecognized are those
members who quietly mentor or tutor some newer
players to help improve their game. Ann Ferrill and
Burla Sims devoted many hours on Wednesday
afternoons to help Nancy Tracy, Sandra Crawford, and
Marion Belew increase their knowledge of the game we
love.

“...[T]he masters may not be able to use all their
conventions and realize that a better player could have
made a higher score having another master as partner;
but you guys are sowing seeds, hopefully, with the faith
that we novices can learn and impart what we learn to
others. | wish you would convey the appreciation we,
novices, have of your patience, suggestions, and
encouragement to be better players. We look forward to
the fourth Tuesday night.” This is a sentiment from
Carol Eiseman celebrating the heroes who faithfully
play on Master/Novice night, with the sole intention of
helping our newer players. Are they not also heroes for
giving their time and energy so enthusiastically?

One definition of HERO is “Perseverance in the face of
known adversity.” As we look around Our Club, look at
all of our members who are care-givers to their parents,
spouses, children, or grandchildren. They are facing
daily challenges in their lives, and yet when they come
to Our Club there are smiles on their faces and warmth
in their hearts. Many times they face those challenges
all alone and unrecognized, and they care not for
recognition, for they are expressing their love.

There are also heroes in Our Club who are facing their
own health challenges, and yet they too share their joy
of life with us. They come to play bridge with broken
limbs, they come to challenge the fates of bridge with
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shingles, fading eyesight, strained backs, or other
maladies.

Each of us in our daily lives should pause at some time
in each day and celebrate the heroes who surround us.
Maybe we can gain from their physical, mental, or
moral strength. »

Allan’s Great Party

A great time was had
by all at Allan
Siebert’s party
Saturday night,
October 24. Food &
drink, music &
dancing, and
wonderful
conversation among
old and new
members of the Club
was enjoyed by all
who were able to
attend. Thank you,
Allan! o

Ask the Experts

David Cockcroft

The first bidding problem for our panel of experts was a
hand from a team game against expert opponents in
Tunica. Sitting South, white against red, you hold Q x x
XX, XXX X, XX, QX. Your LHO, who has 60,000+
masterpoints, opens 1« and partner doubles for
takeout. You are prepared to respond 14 but RHO
raises to 2, so you pass. Opener rebids 3, partner
doubles again, and it's passed back to you. What is
your call?

(You) West Pard East
1 X 2%
P 3 X P
??

Do you bid 3a, 44, or cuebid 44 to ask partner to
choose the major?

Most of the experts chose 4a as the best bid, with two
prominent exceptions who thought 3a was sufficient.
All agreed that the form of scoring and vulnerability
affect the decision. One expert thought 3a would be

sufficient at matchpoints.

Partner's hand was AK x x, KJ 10 x x, A Q x x, —. All
the experts agreed that partner’s doubles were correct.
Interestingly, the two who voted for 3a with the weak
hand, said they would raise to 4a. Whereas, the
experts who thought 44 by the weak hand was correct,
said they would pass 3a by you. None of them thought
a cuebid of 4& was correct with either hand.

Our next problem involves a misunderstanding on a
slam auction at the Club. Your hand is —, A K J 10 x, x
X, A Q 10 8 x x. The auction proceeds as follows:

You Pard
1l 1a
2v 3e
3v ANT* * RKC for »
Be** Se ** (0 or 3 controls
All Pass

Partner's hand was A Q J x x X, Q x X, A K J, x. Partner
thought you would pass with no controls and bid 6+
with three. None of the experts agreed with partner’s
5w bid. They all stated that you could not possibly have
zero controls on this auction. The majority thought you
should carry on to 6% anyway, but a significant minority
said it was partner’s decision to make and you should
pass 5v. One expert thought your response to 4NT
should have been 6v, showing an odd number of
controls with a void.

Only three experts thought partner should bid 6% after
your 5e response. The rest said they would bid 5NT,
confirming all of the controls and the trump Queen and
inviting a grand slam by asking for Kings.

All the experts agreed with your decision to open 1&
and then reverse in hearts and rebid hearts. One even
offered a general guideline attributed to Eddie Kantar:
with 14 HCP, bid the longer suit first; with 12 HCP bid
the higher ranking suit first; and with 13 HCP it's a
judgment call based on the quality of your suits.

Thanks to all the experts who responded to this
month’s questions: Jim Awalt, Gordon Campbell, Dane
Clay, Peggy Jett, Gerald Koonce, Bonnie Melchior,
Allan Siebert, David Siebert, and Jack Tidball.

If you have a bidding problem or other question and
would like an answer from the experts, send it to
dvdcockcroft@yahoo.com, or put it in mailbox B-13. &
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Need a Partner?

Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144)
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know.

Zero Tolerance

We are a Zero Tolerance Club. If a player calls a

director to the table for a Zero Tolerance call against an

opponent, the director MUST impost a Zero Tolerance
fine of 1/3 board. There is no director judgment

involved unless it is a frivolous call. This fine is imposed

at the end of the game after all the scoring is entered.

The Board asks all players to be more diligent about
calling Zero Tolerance against players who are rude,
especially those who are rude to their partners, in an
effort to treat all members equally. a

Curtis Finch and George McKeown
are not only new Life Masters,
they are both also new Bronze Life
Masters. Wow!

Kris Baber.................. 19 Don BOSS .....cvvveeennne. 13
John Chapman.......... 22 AnnClay...cccccceeeinnnns 26
Jerry Evert................. 12 Bonnie Fincher ............. 5
Joyce Harb ................ 26  AnnaHayden.............. 19
Peggy Jett ................. 11 Carolyn Johnson......... 28
Lew Johnston.............. 5 Langdon Jones........... 18
See page 11 for more pictures of our mystery players! Agnes King................ 11 Gerald Koonce.............. 4
Jeffrey McKinley........ 18  Vicky Metraller.............. 4
The Bridge House will be Liz Parry .....ccoeeeeeenne 30  Virginia Porta................ 1
- Madalyn Reinhardt...... 9 Renee Rittelmeyer...... 22
ClOSGd Frlday November 6 Nancy Ross............... 17  AnnRowell ................. 16
th rough Su nday November Mary Scarborough.....26  Phyllis Scharff............. 10
8 for the DeG ray Sectional Hildegard Sherman...14  Martha Shirrell ............ 13
Tournament—See you iuzanne Siebert........ 28 Fglth _Smnh ................. 11
nne Speed .............. 14 Virginia Young ............ 16

there!

November 2009 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 9

The 70% Club

¢ Linda Goldsmith & Sherri Rowland—71.17%
Wednesday morning 0-300, October 7

October Birthday Celebrants
Janet, Barbara, & Bill

November Birthdays




Tournament Schedule

North American Bridge Championships (NABC)
San Diego, CA, November 26—-December 6
Reno, NV, March 11-24, 2010

Regionals
Baton Rouge, LA, 0-300, November 12—-15
Kansas City, MO, December 26-31

Sectionals

Mobile, AL, October 30—November 1
Metairie, LA, November 5-8

DeGray, AR, November 6-8
Huntsville, AL, November 6-8
Birmingham, AL, November 19-22
Hoover, AL, December 3-5

Baton Rouge, LA, December 10-13
Districts 7 & 10 STaC, December 14-20
Metairie, LA, January 7-10

Memphis, TN, January 8-10

Jackson, MS, January 15-17 + NAP District 10 Finals
Districts 7 & 10 STaC, February 1-7
Birmingham, AL, February 11-14
Shreveport, LA, February 19-21
Nashville, TN, February 18-21
Hattiesburg, MS, February 19-21
Alexandria, LA, March 12-14

Biloxi, MS, March 19-21 (0-300)
Tuscaloosa, AL, March 25-27

Hot Springs Village, AR, March 26-28
Rogersville, TN, March 26-28

Tournament Report
Tunica, MS Regional

e Jan Gauntt & partner—4th in A/3rd in B/ 2nd in C in
Side Game (24 pairs)

o Margaret Kelly & Diana Nagel—2nd in A/lstin B in
Side Game (34 pairs)

e David Siebert, Jane Dickey, & teammates—3/4 in
Bracket | Knockout (12 teams)

¢ Jack Tidball, Mike Compton, Bonnie Fincher, Curtis
Finch, George McKeown, & Langdon Jones—2nd in
Bracket 11l Knockout (16 teams)

¢ Jim Gauntt, Bill Jones, & teammates—3/4 in Bracket
IV Knockout (16 teams)

¢ Jane Teed, Sheila Mehaffy, Barbara Miles, & Janet
Trotter—A4th in A/3rd in B in Side Swiss (40 teams);

1st in Bracket IV Knockout (14 teams)

e Karen Davis & Laverne Kellar—4/5 in C in Side Game
(30 pairs); 2nd in C in Side Game (38 pairs); 4th in A
in 199er Pairs (22 pairs)

¢ Richard Kalkbrenner & Devon Beck—4th in A/2nd in
B in 299er Game (27 pairs); 5th in B in 199er Game
(29 pairs)

e Jim Tucker & Luraette Tucker—5/7 in Side Game (38
pairs); 4th in C in Side Game (34 pairs); 2nd in B/3rd
in C in Side Game (38 pairs)

¢ Helen Buchanan & Rosemary Dyke—3rd in A in
199er Pairs (40 pairs); 4th in A in 199er Pairs (25
pairs); 3rd in A in 199er Pairs (22 pairs); 2nd in A'in
199er Pairs (8 pairs)

¢ Joyce Thornton & Kay Loss—6th in A/2nd in B in Side
Game (34 pairs)

¢ Joyce Thornton, Kay Loss, & teammates—1st in
Bracket IV Knockout (15 teams)

o Betty Carter, Jerry Carter, Hildegard Sherman, &
Jeanette Johnston—3/4 in Bracket VI Knockout (16
teams)

e Peggy Jett & Janet Tetkoskie—7th in A in Open Pairs
(62 pairs)

e Langdon Jones & Mike Compton—6th in B in Side
Game (38 pairs)

e Carl Gray & Mira Frosolono—3/4 in C in Side Game
(38 pairs); 5th in C/2nd in D in B/C/D Pairs (21 pairs)
e Jerry Carter & Betty Carter—3rd in A/1stin B in 199er
Pairs (33 pairs); 6th in A/4th in B in 199er Pairs (22

pairs); 5th in A/3rd in B in 199er Pairs (22 pairs)

e Sandy Jones & Susan Woodyard—4th in A/2nd in
B/1stin C in 199er Pairs (33 pairs); 3rd in C in 199er
Pairs (22 pairs); 5th in A&B in 199er Pairs (20 pairs);
3rd in C in 199er Pairs (22 pairs)

¢ Allan Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—1st in
Bracket | Knockout (16 teams)

¢ Elaine Lowens & Rick Lowens—7th in A/lstin B in
Open Pairs (62 pairs); 3rd in B in Open Pairs (60
pairs)

¢ Art Pfeifer, Hildegard Sherman, Jeanette Johnston, &
Robert Tully—2nd in Bracket Il Compact Knockout
(16 teams)

¢ Bill Kinneman, Beverly Kinneman, Richard Johnson,
& Carolyn Johnson—3/4 in Bracket IV Knockout (16
teams)

¢ Bill Kinneman & Beverly Kinneman—4th in B/1stin C
in Side Game (17 pairs)

¢ Evelyn Hodges & partner—5th in B in Open Pairs (60
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pairs)

¢ Robert Tully & Art Pfeifer—2nd in C in Open Pairs (60
pairs)

e Robert Tully, Art Pfeifer, & teammates—5/6 in B/3rd
in C in Side Swiss (20 teams)

¢ Bodie Cobb & partner—4/5 in A/1/2 in B in Side
Game (18 pairs); 4th in B in Side Game (26 pairs)

e Tom Byarlay & Bill Mattox—3rd in C in Side Game
(18 pairs)

e Allan Siebert, David Siebert, Gordon Campbell, &
teammates—2nd in Bracket | Knockout (9 teams)

¢ Russ Jones & teammates—3/4 in Bracket I Knockout
(11 teams)

¢ Bonnie Melchior & Gerald Koonce—3rd in X in A/X
Pairs (22 pairs)

¢ Richard Kalkbrenner & Karen Proetz—1st in A&B in
199er Pairs (8 pairs)

Look Who's Playing at the Bridge fHouse!
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LITTLE ROck DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB
7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE Rock, AR 72207

(501) 666-9841

WWW . LITTLEROCKBRIDGECLUB.ORG

November Special Games

Birthday Sunday & Board Meeting Moved to Sunday
1st

Eight is Enough Swiss Team

Sunday 1st 1:30 p.m. Officers
Club Championship—65% sectional rated black Dick Heil President
Monday 2nd 11:00 a.m. 529-6404 (C) heil@sbcglobal.net
Thursday 19th 11:00 a.m. David Cockcroft Vice President
Friday 20th 7:00 p.m., Open & 0-50 Ann Lewis Secretary
Tuesday 24th 7:00 p.m. (Master/Novice) Rick Lowens Treasurer
Charity Week—300% club rated black Art Pfeifer Past President
Every game Monday 9th through Sunday 15th; all e Gf DS
games open except Monday 7:00 p.m., Wednesday ‘?”e )./ea’ﬂ W S
9:30 a.m., and Thursday 7:00 p.m. Bill Kinneman e (il st
) Vicki Scanlon Richard Kalkbrenner

Master/Novice Jane Teed Diane Lord
Tuesday 27th 7:00 p.m. (Club Championship) Sherry Wortsmith Sheila Mehaffy
DIeGray Sectional Tournament—Bridge House Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager
Closed 224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com
Friday 6th through Sunday 8th . .

) ) ' Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor
ACBL-Wide Charity Game—100% sectional rated black 377-0312 (0) jdickey@roselawfirm.com

Tuesday 30th 7:00 p.m.

Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club
7415 Indiana Street
Little Rock, AR 72207
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