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 Dealer Teams Needed 
John Chapman 

I hope you have been enjoying the hand records these 
last couple of weeks. (Many thanks go to Fran & David 
Cockcroft, Dick Heil, and Dick Chapman for their help 
so far.) The automatic dealer machine seems to have 
taken root at the club and it’s time to install a 
"production" processes. 

I am recruiting four or five, 2-person teams to prepare 
the weekly boards. This will be a rotating assignment, 
requiring 1.5–2 hours of work per month. 

As you gain experience with the automatic dealer 
machine, you'll get much faster. As such, I think it is 
important that we keep the 2-person teams active 
across the course of several months. So, while I'll take 
whatever commitment you can offer, I'd like to use the 
same teams across most of the year. 

Since the boards will be made once a week, we need to 
agree on a day of the week to do the work. The most 
likely candidates are Friday (before the game), 
Saturday (before or after the game), and Sunday 
(before of after the game). I am avoiding Wednesdays 
since that seems to be a popular teaching day. I've also 
excluded the days with two games. 

 

SO, MY REQUEST (FINALLY!!!!!): 

Please respond: 

1) Whether or not you are interested and names of 
others whom I should contact; 

2) If you are interested, are you an individual or a 2-
person team (name of your partner); 

3) For the long term, on what day can you do board 

tables played to date than in all of 2008. LRDBC’s 
financial condition remains sound. 

Jane Teed, Nominating Chairman, presented the slate 
for 2010: 

 President.................David Cockcroft 
 Vice President ........Sheila Mehaffy 
 Secretary ................Ann Lewis 
 Treasurer ................Rick Lowens 

Members nominated for two-year Board terms are 
Barbara Blaine, Jack Tidball, Helen Buchanan, and Kay 
Loss. Bill Kinneman was nominated to fill the unexpired 
of Sheila Mehaffy, who was nominated to be Vice 
President. Jane moved the slate be approved as 
presented. The motion passed unanimously. 

Returning directors are John Chapman, Richard 
Kalkbrenner, and Diane Lord. 

Dick Heil introduced David Cockcroft, who thanked Dick 
for his leadership during the past two years. 

Certificates were present to Al and Cathy Childs, who 
won a heat in the 23rd World-Wide Bridge Contest, 
June 5, 2009. 

Allan Siebert announced new plaques had been placed 
in the Peggy Jett and Dick Heil rooms. 

There being no further business, the meeting was 
adjourned. ♦ 

January Birthdays 
Helen Abbott ...............5 Syed Aljaz................... 15 
Margaret Barros ........31 Norma Bishop............... 4 
Sissi Brandon ............16 Jackie Burnett............... 5 
Cindy Burns...............29 Billie Corrothers .......... 21 
Cathy Crass ..............22 Eunice Davis............... 14 
Marilyn Drinkwater ......9 Curtis Finch ................ 21 
Annadel Fowler .........21 John Gilleland............... 7 
Ben Glazer ................15 Noel Hall II .................. 31 
Jetta Hickman ...........22 Faith Hogan ................ 18 
Ed Knight.....................3 Rose Lipscomb............. 7 
Missy McCain............16 Raye Montague .......... 21 
Betty Peden...............20 Allan Siebert ............... 25 
David Siebert.............28 Frank Skudrzyk........... 19 
Rebecca Smith..........27 Byron Southern........... 20 
Sandy Swegle ...........19 David Tetkoskie .......... 25 
Dorothy Toll ...............12 Luraette Tucker .......... 17 
Robert Tully...............31 Susan Whitacre ............ 5 



January, 2010 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 5 

 



January, 2010 Newsletter of the Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club Page 6 

 
prep (Fri, Sat, Sun), including the days you cannot; 

4) When you can start. 

Starting with the January 4th game, I'd like to start 
training the new teams. 

Many thanks. I look forward to your responses. 

Editor’s Note: John Chapman deserves a huge THANK 
YOU for the work he has done. It went far beyond the 
study of the committee and the decision to order the 
dealer machine; he had to work with the vendors to 
coordinate the software (and have it rewritten, in a 
couple of couple of cases) then he spent many hours 
assembling the boards, getting them labeled and 
loaded with cards etc. Then he developed a system 
that the directors use to upload game results (which 
involved hours of testing). He worked with Bryan Lee 
Williams on some of the software stuff. He also put 
together all the software so it works together: the 
dealing software, the scoring software, ACBL Score, 
and the uploading software. ♣ 

We mourn the passing of 
Sandy Turner 

Tournament Report 
San Diego NABC 

• John Chapman & Wendy Wheeler—1st in A in 299er 
Pairs (36 pairs) 

• Allan Siebert & partner—1st in Fast Pairs (100 pairs) 

Districts 7 & 10 STaCs 

• Bonnie Melchior & Allan Siebert—7th in A in Open 
Pairs (442 pairs) 

• Richard Kalkbrenner & Devon Beck—1st in A in 299er 
Pairs (22 pairs) 

• George Ballard & Jan Gauntt—2nd in A in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs) 

• Faith Smith & Linda Faulkner—3/4 in A/1st in B in 
299er Pairs (22 pairs) 

• Richard Johnson & Carolyn Johnson—3/4 in A in 
299er Pairs (22 pairs) 

• George Karpoff & Bill Mattox—5th in A in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs) 

• Lee Cress & Rosemary Dyke—6th in A in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs) 

• Noel Hall II & Noel Hall—2nd in B/1st in C in 299er 

Pairs (22 pairs) 
• Ted Hannah & Bob Landgren—3rd in B/2nd in C in 

299er Pairs (22 pairs) 
• Mary Schneider & Norma Bishop—4th in B in 299er 

Pairs (22 pairs) 
• Dennis Clark & Allison Carter—3rd in C in 299er Pairs 

(22 pairs) 
• Luraette Tucker & Jim Tucker—14th in A/11th in 

B/2nd in C in Open Pairs (449 pairs) 
• Karen Anderson & Jim Proctor—22nd in A in Open 

Pairs (449 pairs) 
• Marian Belew & Sandra Crawford—1st in A in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Leslie Lipke & Susan Woodyard—2nd in A/1st in B&C 

in 299er Pairs (17 pairs) 
• John Chapman & Jan Van Ness—3rd in A in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Bob Landgren & Fred Hunt—4th in A/2nd in B&C in 

299er Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Jan Gauntt & George Ballard—5th in A in 299er Pairs 

(17 pairs) 
• Becky Bien & Marsha Biggs—3rd in B&C in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Forrest Webb & Tom Walton—4th in B&C in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Allan Siebert & Gerald Koonce—2nd in A in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Don Boss & Evelyn Hodges—7th in A/3rd in B in 

Open Pairs (284 pairs) 
• David Siebert & Suzanne Siebert—9th in A in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Norma Campbell & Jim Proctor—13th in A in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Missy McCain & Somers Collins—10th in B in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Ann Ferrill & David Cockcroft—3rd in A in Open Pairs 

(136 pairs) 
• Mike Compton & Jane Dickey—6th in A/2nd in B in 

Open Pairs (136 pairs) 
• Jeanne Lloyd & Helen Abbott—1st in A in Open Pairs 

(50 pairs) 
• Jane Dickey & Bonnie Melchior—2nd in A in Open 

Pairs (50 pairs) 
• Gerald Koonce & Bonnie Fincher—6th in A in Open 

Pairs (334 pairs) 
• Jane Dickey & Bonnie Fincher—7th in A/4th in B in 

Open Pairs (165 pairs) 
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LIFE MASTER PARTY 
SUNDAY, JANUARY 10, 

12:30 P.M. 
President’s Letter 
David Cockcroft 

On behalf of all of the members of the Club, I want to 
thank Dick Heil for two years of outstanding leadership 
as President. During Dick’s tenure the Club reached all 
time highs in membership and table count. The source 
of much of that growth is the educational program 
offered by The Bridge House. As Dean of Education for 
The Bridge House, Dick’s exemplary leadership has 
been responsible for our achievements in that area. If 
you haven’t taken the time to personally thank Dick for 
the great job he has done, please do so at your first 
opportunity. 

As most of you know the Club functions as well as it 
does because of a solid core of individual volunteers 
who donate their time and efforts to keep the club 
running smoothly and harmoniously. Dick thanked 
many of these individuals by name in last month’s 
Newsletter—I will not attempt to repeat the list. The 
people who do the work know who they are and the 
members who benefit from their contributions should 
know them as well. 

If you have been a member for less than three years, 
you may not have taken the time to become involved in 
the management of the club relying instead on the 
service of more senior members. Now is the time for 
you to get involved and be more active in the 
management of your Club. Please consider this as an 
open invitation to anyone who would like to volunteer to 
do so in 2010. 

Many of our new members have joined the club as a 
direct result of participating in the educational courses 
offered by The Bridge House. Playing regularly will help 
you learn more about bridge, improve your game, and 
increase your enjoyment by being with others who 
share this common interest. The number of limited 
games will continue to grow in 2010, to encourage our 
newer to members to play more frequently. 

2009 saw the initiation of regularly scheduled Charity 
Games at the Club. These games are always well 
attended because they pay triple master points, but the 
real benefit of the games is the money raised for 
charities. Over $1300 was raised in 2009 for local 
charities, and an equal amount for ACBL designated 
charities. This is just one of the many ways the Club 
can participate as a good corporate citizen in the 
community. 

As we begin 2010, comfortably and safely at home in 
The Curtis Finch Bridge House, the LRDBC is 
financially sound and technologically advanced, with a 
growing membership and an expanding offering of 
games to appeal to all levels of players from beginners 
to world class. Our goal is to strengthen and build upon 
the policies and programs that have brought us to 
where we are today. 

Best wishes to all of you and your families for a happy, 
healthy, and productive new year. ♠ 

Bidding in the 21st Century 
(Club Series) 
Dick Heil 

Tell all of your friends and neighbors that at 10:00 a.m. 
& 7:15 p.m. on Wednesday, January 13, there will be 
FREE introductory bridge lessons at our Club. 

Help your friends and neighbors get started in the 
world’s most fascinating card game. Share with them 
your experiences at the bridge table. Tell them about 
the joys and frustrations of playing the game that 
challenges us every time we play. Share with them the 
new friends that you have made and the ever growing 
list of potential bridge partners. 

Tell people about our Club and the pleasant 
atmosphere that we all share. Tell them about the most 
modern teaching techniques and playing conditions that 
our Club offers. Let them know about the excellent 
parties that we have—Christmas, most holidays, and 
the Pot-Lucks every Friday night. 

The formal lessons will begin on January 20 at both 
10:00 a.m. and 7:15 p.m. and will last for 10 weeks, 
with additional 4-week practice sessions at the end of 
the formal classes to reinforce the bridge techniques 
learned. Free refreshments will be provided at every 
session and the $80 cost of the series includes the 
book and all other necessary supplies. ♥ 
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Annual Meeting and Holiday Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Blanche, Peggy, Virginia 
 Barbara, Arleen, Sissi Marilyn, Bobby, Jane, Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 In line for a feast! Lorraine, Ted, Ann 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Bryan Lee, Sherri, Helen 
 Dick, Allan, Peggy 
 Allen & Kathy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dick, John, Fran, Dick Della, Sue, Allen, Jan, Bill, Jane 
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♠♥♦♣NT♠♥♦♣NT♠♥♦♣NT♠♥♦♣NT♥♠♣♦NT♣♦♥♠NT♣♦♥♠NT♣♦♥♠NT♣ 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 9:45 a.m. 

”FLAVOUR OF THE MONTH” 
WEAK No-trumps 
by Gordon Campbell 

- ONE session on everything you ever wanted to know about Weak No-Trumps! 
- You don’t have to play them, BUT you must understand them. 
- There are style differences and unexpected implications that are easily missed. 
- It is certainly NOT just the same as Strong NT’s but with 4 HCP less. 
- We will NOT cover many conventions because you can use the same ones you already use. 
- For more information, please see sign-up sheet. 

♠♥♦♣NT♠♥♦♣NT♠♥♦♣NT♠♥♦♣NT♥♠♣♦NT♣♦♥♠NT♣♦♥♠NT♣♦♥♠NT♣ 
 

 
 

0B2010 Officers and Board 
Standing: Barbara Blaine, President David Cockcroft, Treasurer Rick Lowens, Deb Phillips, John Chapman, 
Vice President Sheila Mehaffy, Jack Tidball, Bill Kinneman, Helen Buchanan, Past President Dick Heil 

Seated: Diane Lord, Club Manager Margaret Kelly, Kay Loss, Secretary Ann Lewis 

1BLetter to the Editor 
Between John Chapman’s article (“Master/Novice Adventures”) and Jim Tucker’s picture (“Points 
Smoints Send Money”) I have never more wished for a “Letters to the Editor” column! Love the 
Newsletter and these crazy folks we play bridge with! Richard Kalkbrenner ♦ 
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Somers has a Birthday and brings all her bridge-playing friends! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

West led the heart 3 and South counted her tricks. Four 
spade tricks would be needed to make the contract. 
South won and led the spade Queen. West covered 
and South won in dummy. At this point the contract 
cannot be made. The defense was routine. West 
covered hoping that partner held the spade 10 which 
East holds. When West covers the spade Queen, 
declarer should hold-up or play low from dummy. This 
odd looking play gives declarer the best chance to 
make the contract. Once West covers, South has to 
play for the spade 10 to be a doubleton or the spades 
3–3. 

After the hand, the declarer did say she could make the 
hand by playing low when West covered. It was an 
unusual hold-up play. ♣ 

Another Hold-up Play 
Jack Tidball 

Hold-up plays are common in no-trump contracts and 
can also occur in suit contracts. 

♠ A J 9 7 3 
♥ J 9 2 
♦ 6 5 2 
♣ J 10 

 ♠ K 5 4 ♠ 10 8 2 
 ♥ 10 5 4 3 ♥ 8 7 6 
 ♦ A J ♦ 10 9 4 3 
 ♣ K Q 9 3 ♣ 8 6 3 

♠ Q 6 
♥ A K Q 
♦ K Q 8 7 
♣ A 7 5 4 

 S W N E 
   2NT P 
 2♥* P 2♠ P 
 3NT All Pass 

* = Transfer 

Need a Partner? 
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know. 
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to use a response of 3♠ as a relay to 3NT, after which 
responder bids 4♣ showing slam interest in clubs. 
Opener evaluates her hand accordingly and if it is 
positive for a club slam, she responds to 4♣ as if it 
were control asking (RKC or 1430). If not interested in 
slam, she signs off by bidding 4NT in response to 4♣. 
Because 4NT is used as the sign-off response, it is not 
used as a step when showing controls in response to 
4♣. 

The fact that complex methods such as these are 
needed to look for a slam in clubs shows how difficult 
bridge can be for players of all levels. ♠ 

Tournament Schedule 
North American Bridge Championships (NABC) 
Reno, NV, March 11–24 
New Orleans, LA, July 22–August 1 

Regionals 
Biloxi, MS, January 25–31 
Houston, TX, February 1–7 
Gatlinburg, TN, April 12–18 
Hot Springs, AR, May 17–23 
Sectionals 
Memphis, TN, January 8–10 
Jackson, MS, January 15–17 
Richardson, TX, January 21–24 
Little Rock, AR, January 22–24 (0–300 
Districts 7 & 10 STaC, February 1–7 
Grapevine, TX, February 12–14 
Nashville, TN, February 18–21 
Hattiesburg, MS, February 19–21 
Tuscaloosa, AL, March 4–6 
Richardson, TX, March 4–6 
Springfield, MO, March 5–7 
Gulfport, MS, March 19–21 (0–300) 
Hot Springs Village, AR, March 26–28 
Jackson, MS, April 23–25 
Montgomery, AL, April 30–May 2 
Arlington, TX, May 1–2 (0–nlm) 
District 10 STaC, June 14–20 
Little Rock, AR, July 7–11 
Hot Springs Village, AR, August 27–29 (0–300) 
NAOP District Final 
Jackson, TN, January 16–17 

GNT District Final 
Jackson, TN, April 23–25 

Ask the Experts 
David Cockcroft 

Experts are better at bidding good slams and avoiding 
bad slams than average players. That’s part of what 
makes them experts. This month’s questions have to 
do with slam bidding. 

The following hand was submitted for expert analysis. 
North’s hand was ♠ A Q J 7 6, ♥ A J, ♦ J, ♣A K Q J 6. 
South held ♠ 8 2, ♥ K 9 7 3, ♦ A Q 10 8 2, ♣ 9 5. At 
the table, two experienced life masters bid as follows: 

 North  South 
 2♣  2♦ (waiting) 
 2♠  3♦ 
 4♣  4♥ 
 5♣  5♠ 
 All Pass 

Spades were 4–2, with the King on side, so 12 tricks 
were made by finessing twice in spades. The heart 
King and diamond Ace provided entries to dummy. 
Clubs were also 4–2. Just a fortuitous lie of the cards, 
or should this slam have been bid? If, so, how? 

All of our experts thought the slam should be bid and 
that South should take control of the auction. 6NT was 
the most frequently mentioned contract, but there was 
also support for 6♠ and 6♣. 

All thought that South’s bid of 5♠ was wrong. South 
should either bid slam directly or bid 5NT asking 
partner to pick the strain. Most thought that South 
should bid 4NT (as Blackwood or RKC) instead of 4♥ 
after North bids 4♣ showing a two-suited hand. 

It’s worth noting that two experts disagreed with north’s 
decision to open 2♣, and instead would have opened 
1♠, followed by a jump shift to 3♣. 

The next slam question: Partner opens 2NT (20–21 
HCP) and you hold ♠ Q, ♥ x x x, ♦ Q x x, ♣ K J 10 x x 
x. Is it worth looking for slam in clubs, and if so, how? If 
partner opens 2♣ and rebids 2NT (22–24), what would 
your answer be? 

None of the experts would try for slam in clubs and 
would bid 3NT in response to a 2NT opening. If, 
however, partner opens 2♣ and rebids 2NT, half of the 
panel would look for slam in clubs. 

The most commonly suggested way to look for slam is 
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club 
7415 Indiana Street 
Little Rock, AR 72207 

  

  
  

 

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB 
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB 
7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207 
(501) 666-9841 
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGECLUB.ORG 

Officers 
David Cockcroft President 
225-9902 (H) dvdcockcroft@yahoo.com 

Sheila Mehaffy Vice President 
Ann Lewis Secretary 
Rick Lowens Treasurer 
Dick Heil Past President 

Board of Directors 
One Year Two Years 
John Chapman Barbara Blaine 
Richard Kalkbrenner Helen Buchanan 
Bill Kinneman Kay Loss 
Diane Lord Jack Tidball 

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager 
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com 

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor 
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com 

January Special Games 
Eight is Enough Swiss Team 

Sunday 3rd 1:30 p.m. 

Club Membership—100% sectional rated black 

Saturday 2nd 12:30 p.m. 

Life Master Charity Game—300% club rated black 

Sunday 10th 1:30 p.m. 

Club Championship—65% sectional rated black 

Thursday 7th 11:00 a.m. 
Tuesday 26 7:00 p.m. (Master/Novice) 

Charity Week—300% club rated black 

Every game Sunday 10th through Saturday 16th; all 
games open except Monday 7:00 p.m., Wednesday 
9:30 a.m., and Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

Charity Games Martin Luther King Day 

Monday 18th 11:00 a.m. 
Monday 18th 7:00 p.m. 0–20 & 0–300 

Unit Championship—85% sectional rated black 

Monday 11th 11:00 a.m. 

Master/Novice 

Tuesday 26th 7:00 p.m. (Club Championship) 


