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5–20 

 20 2 Dennis Clark 35.35
  3 Fred Hunt 31.42
  4 Vicki Scanlon 27.02
  5 Forrest Webb 25.11
  6 Jan Gauntt 24.04
  7 Vickey Metrailer 22.54

20–50 
 11 1 Richard Kalkbrenner 105.03
 21 3 Helen Buchanan 72.22
  4 Norma Bishop 63.36
  5 Devon Beck 61.78
  6 Marilyn Moores 54.90
  7 Betty Carter 54.42
  9 Jerry Carter 47.05
  10 Sherri Rowland 35.78

50–100 
 15 2 Rosemary Dyke 87.94
  6 Beth Howard 64.82
  8 Van Moores 55.33

100–200 
  4 John Chapman 107.43
  5 Bill Mattox 96.65
  6 Bryan Lee Williams 82.88
  7 Tom Byarlay 74.78
  10 Karen Anderson 70.54

200–300 
 22 3 Betty Peden 112.47
  5 Jim Tucker 97.03
  6 Lew Johnston 94.97
  9 Marian Belew 70.20

300–500 
 6 1 Jim Gauntt 159.63
 24 3 Barbara Blaine 115.10
  6 Beverly Kinneman 102.73
  7 Barbara Miles 102.10
  8 Judy Chapman 100.03
  9 Luraette Tucker 99.64
  10 Bill Kinneman 93.51

500–1000 
 7 2 Bill Jones 253.68
  4 Evelyn Hodges 151.10
  5 Bonnie Fincher 138.01
  6 Langdon Jones 134.84

1000–2500 
 4 1 Jane Dickey 355.27

  5 Jack Tidball 187.21
  6 Jeanne Lloyd 163.70
  7 Norma Campbell 162.25
  8 David Cockcroft 161.30

2500–5000 
  7 Bonnie Melchior 232.56

5000–7500 
 16 3 Peggy Jett 181.89
 22 5 Dane Clay 119.89
  6 Ann Clay 52.61

Over 10,000 
72 2 1 Allan Siebert 889.01

 7 2 David Siebert 688.97

It Took a Club 
Dick Heil 

“Very enjoyable.” “Excellent job. Thanks!” 

“Very good tournament. Directors were very pleasant. 
Snacks were extremely good. The volunteers were 
excellent.” 

“Very friendly players.” 

“You all did a great job. Thank you.” 

“Excellent tournament! We enjoyed it!” 

“Great food!” “Loved it—Great!” 

These are just some of the written comments from our 
out-of-town guests who attended our very first 299er 
Tournament, held Jan 22–24 at the Bridge House. 

We had over 160 players with great support from our 
sister Club, Hot Springs Village, providing almost 40% 
of the total attendance. 

This tournament was a success both financially and to 
our Club’s reputation due to the extreme dedication and 
hard work of the committee members and from the 
membership, who provided so many superb snacks 
and treats. 

When doing an event of this nature, a myriad of details 
are to be considered: “Are we going to have enough 
space? Do we have enough chairs, tables, bidding 
boxes? Where will we get food? How much food do we 
need? How about parking? Decorations? Cups, plates, 
napkins, ice, coffee, tea? Toilet paper, paper towels? 
What if we held a tournament and everybody came? 

continued on page 6 
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Life Master Achievements Honored 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Life Masters: Luraette 
Tucker and Jim Tucker. 

 
New Life Masters: Bill Phillips, Curtis 
Finch, George McKeown, Missy New Bronze Life Masters Barbara Blaine, Jim Gauntt, 
McCain, and Betty Peden. Beverly Kinneman, Curtis Finch, Carol Holcomb 
 George McKeown, and Barbara Miles 
 Not pictured: Judy Chapman, Jean Grimes, 
 Diana Nagel, and Art Pfeifer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 New Silver Life Masters: Bill Jones, Hildegard Sherman, 
 and Langdon Jones. Not pictured: Evelyn Hodges. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tough Game 
Jack Tidball 

Sometimes bridge can be a very tough game. Playing 
against Helen Abbott, who just turned 93, I was dealt 
the following hand: ♠ A, ♥ A J 9 2, ♦ A J 6 4 2, ♣ 8 6 2. 
Helen was the dealer and opened the bidding 4♠ which 
was passed to me. I elected to double. This is not the 
greatest of doubles but I hated to let the opponents play 
4♠ without some resistance. 

The full deal is to the right with partner leading the club 
King. 

Helen made quick work of the hand and my double. 
She won the club Ace and ruffed a club. The diamond 
King was led from dummy which I covered and she 
ruffed. Another club was ruffed and the diamond Queen 

was played and Helen pitched her heart. Now she 
ruffed a heart and then ruffed a club with the spade 
King. Except for the spade Ace, her hand was good. 
Four spades doubled—making six! Sometimes bridge 
can be very tough. Happy Birthday, Helen! 

♠ K 6 5 
♥ Q 10 6 4 
♦ K Q 9 7 3 
♣ J 

 ♠ 9 8 ♠ A 
 ♥ K 8 5 3 ♥ A J 9 2 
 ♦ 10 8 5 ♦ A J 6 4 2 
 ♣ K Q 9 5 ♣ 8 6 2 

♠ Q J 10 7 4 3 2 
♥ 7 
♦ — 
♣ A 10 7 4 3 
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 Board Minutes 
Sheila Mehaffy, Acting Secretary 

January 10, 2010. The Board of the Little Rock 
Duplicate Bridge Club was called to order by David 
Cockcroft, President, at 11:30 a.m. Members present 
were Barbara Blaine, Helen Buchanan, John Chapman, 
Bill Kinneman, Diane Lord, Kay Loss, Rick Lowens, 
Sheila Mehaffy, and Jack Tidball. Also present were 
Dick Heil, Past President, Margaret Kelly, Club 
Manager, and Deb Phillips, Lead Director. 

CLUB MANAGER’S REPORT 

Margaret is working on the calendar for 2010. Because 
of the timing of February STaCs, the Sunday Eight is 
Enough team game will be an Open Pairs game. There 
will be no Charity games in February, however Junior 
Fund games will offer extra points throughout the 
month. We plan to order 350 directories for 2010. Rick 
Lowens will provide the labels from the official 
membership list. 

Margaret announced that there will be fewer qualifying 
games for NAP in 2010, but 23 games are scheduled 
for June, July, and August. The unit finals will be held at 
the Bridge House sometime in the fall. 

Members of the board requested that the printed 
calendar begin on a Sunday. Changes to the dates of 
the Board Meeting were announced: June 16 rather 
than June 9 and July 18 rather than July 11. 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

Rick announced that we have had a record-breaking 
year with a 4,290 table count and 337 paid members in 
2009. Only 78 members have not paid dues for 2010. 
After a motion by John Chapman, seconded by Bill 
Kinneman, the treasurer’s report was approved. 

LEAD DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The new scoring system seems to be going very well. 
There have been a few complaints about 
“computerized” hands. Members like the hand records 
and the expanded results on the Web site. 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

Seven new Life Masters are to be honored at the party 
following the board meeting: Curtis Finch, Missy 
McCain, George McKeown, Betty Peden, Bill Phillips, 
Luraette Tucker, and Jim Tucker. New Bronze Life 
Masters are Barbara Blaine, Judy Chapman, Curtis 

What if we held a tournament and nobody came? Pre-
made hands, hand records? Etcetera, etcetera, 
etcetera, ad nauseam!” 

When you get a chance, please stop and give a 
personal “Well done!” to the following: 

 Diane Lord, Ann Lewis, and Sheila Mehaffy for 
cleaning out the old Bridge House for overflow. 

 Carl Gray for the excellent lunches. 

 Marion Belew for the great registration gifts. 

 Lew Johnston for the shuttle service and getting the 
tables and bidding boxes. 

 Barbara Barkley and Jo Blanchard for the countless 
hours spent in the kitchen keeping the snacks, coffee, 
and tea available. 

 Vicki Scanlon for the unique decorations. 

 Diane Tait for the Partnership Desk. 

 David Blanchard for his enthusiastic willingness to do 
anything that needed to be done. 

 Bryan Lee Williams, who stayed late every night 
(11:00 p.m.+) to get the game results on our Web 
site. 

To all of the volunteer caddies and to our lunch time 
helpers—David & Fran Cockcroft, Jane Teed, Jan 
Trotter, Margaret Mathews, Jack Tidball, Rick & Elaine 
Lowens, Ann Ferrill, Burla Sims, Jim Gauntt, Barbara 
Blaine, Bill & Beverly Kinneman, Deb Phillips, Ed Rolle, 
Joyce Thornton, and Jim & Luraette Tucker. If I missed 
anybody, please forgive me. ♣ 

 
LRDBC’s Newest Members 

Don Barnes Gloria Thomas 

ACBL-wide Senior Pairs 
The 11:00 a.m. game on Monday, February 22, is the 
ACBL-wide Senior Pairs game. The game is open to 
any player 55 years of age. It awards masterpoints at 
80% sectional rated black. Hand records and analyses 
will be available. 

Overall Awards: 1st, 20; depth of awards, 10 places; 
District Winners: 1st, 10; depth of awards, 5 places. 
Winners will be recognized on the ACBL Web site and 
in the Bridge Bulletin. ♥ 
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its local charities in 2009. The five local charities are 
The Food Pantry (sponsored by First Christian Church), 
Helping Hand, The Dorcas House, Susan B. Komen 
Breast Cancer Foundation, and CARE for Animals, Inc. 
The committee recommended that LRDBC donate 
$300 to each charity and that we support the same 
charities in 2010. After a motion by John Chapman, 
seconded by Barbara Blaine, the board approved the 
committee’s recommendation. 

NEW BUSINESS 

Jack Tidball suggested that the board consider 
eliminating the “pot” from the games. No action was 
taken, but the board agreed to discuss this matter in the 
future. 

There being no further business. the meeting was 
adjourned at 12:35 p.m. ♠ 

Special thanks to Roxana Whitner, the new copy editor 
for the Newsletter. 

Psychic Bidding, Part I 
David Cockcroft 

A psychic bid, or “psych” as it is commonly known, 
refers to a bid intended to deceive one’s opponents as 
to the length of the suit bid or the strength of the 
bidder’s hand, or both. It is also used to conceal 
weakness in a suit to discourage the opponents from 
leading that suit. 

An opening bid of 1♠ holding ♠ Q x x x x x, ♥ x x x, ♦ x 
x x, ♣ x is a psych because the hand is too weak for an 
opening bid at the 1-level even though the opener has 
spade length. After partner opens 1♥ and RHO makes 
a take-out double, to bid 1♠ with ♠ x x, ♥ Q x x x, ♦ K 
x, ♣ x x x x x is a psych intended to fool the opponents 
so they will not discover their probable fit in spades. 

Both of these bids are legal under Law 40 of the Laws 
of Contract Bridge, which states, “A player may make 
any call . . . including an intentionally misleading call—
such as a psychic bid—provided that such call is not 
based upon partnership understanding.” In other words 
it is legal to psych as long as your partner is as much in 
the dark as your opponents. 

A recent example at the Club: I was West holding ♠ Q 
x x, ♥ J 10 9 x x, ♦ K 10 x, ♣ Q x, playing against an 
expert pair, and the auction went as follows: 

Finch, Jean Grimes, Carol Holcomb, Beverly 
Kinneman, Diana Nagel, George McKeown, Barbara 
Miles, and Art Pfeifer. New Silver Life Masters are 
Evelyn Hodges, Bill Jones, Langdon Jones, and 
Hildegard Sherman. 

Judy Chapman and Fran Cockcroft will chair the newly 
formed Hospitality Committee. Other committees and 
chairmen include: Equipment, John Chapman; Conduct 
and Ethics, Jane Dickey; Game Development, Bill 
Kinneman; Membership, Sheila Mehaffy; Decorating, 
Ann Lewis and Diane Lord; Holiday Decorations, Vicki 
Scanlon; and Tournaments, Dick Heil. 

EQUIPMENT COMMITTEE 

John Chapman reported that teams are in place to 
make the boards using the dealing machines through 
mid-February. The Bridgemate IIs are scheduled to be 
delivered in February and will be a worthwhile 
improvement over the present ones. John presented a 
list of the major equipment projects completed in 2009 
and those anticipated for 2010. It was noted that many 
of the equipment items were funded in whole or in part 
by The Bridge House. 

Diane Lord noted that the new heating and air units 
have been ordered. We expect insurance will 
completely cover the loss of the old units. The Bridge 
House is investigating ways to protect and secure the 
new units in the future. 

TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE 

Dick Heil reported that we have attractive prizes for the 
299er Tournament to be held at the Bridge House on 
January 22–24. Lunch will be offered for $2 on Friday 
and Saturday, with Corky’s Barbeque for the Sunday 
Swiss to be included in the entry fee. We can 
accommodate a maximum of 48 tables at the Bridge 
House. Arrangements will be made for any overflow to 
play at a nearby location. 

GAME DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Bill Kinneman reported that Dick Heil and Carl Gray 
were added to the committee. The committee will focus 
on increasing and improving games for beginning and 
intermediate players and increasing attendance at open 
games. 

CHARITY GAMES 

Diane Lord reported that the LRDBC raised $1,358 for 
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 N E S W 
   1♦ P 
 1♠ P 1NT P 
 2♦ All Pass 

I led the heart Jack and dummy came down with: ♠ x x 
x, ♥ K x x, ♦ Q x x x x, ♣ x x. My partner had 13 HCP 
with the ♠ A K x x x and a singleton diamond. We were 
cold for 10 tricks in spades, so North’s psych worked 
perfectly. 

A psych can be devastating even against world class 
competition. One famous example occurred in the 1967 
North American Championships. 

♠ 10 8 7 6 4 3 
♥ A 10 6 
♦ K Q 6 
♣ 7 

 ♠ A ♠ K Q 2 
 ♥ K J 9 8 7 5 2 ♥ Q 3 
 ♦ A J ♦ 10 8 7 5 4 3 2 
 ♣ A K 4 ♣ 2 

♠ J 9 5 
♥ 4 
♦ 9 
♣ Q J 10 9 8 6 5 3 

After two passes South opened 3♥! Since a double 
would be for takeout, West was unable to make a 
penalty double, so 3♥ undoubled was the final contract. 
South was down 6 tricks for -300—a great result since 
E/W were cold for 4♥. 

Sitting North on this famous deal was none other than 
Charlie McCracken, the highly respected and well-liked 
ACBL National Tournament Director from District 10. 

To bid a suit in which you are weak to prevent the 
defense from leading that suit is a common tactic and 
form of psych. For example, after partner opens 1♦ and 
your hand is ♠ A K x, ♥ K J x, ♦ K J x x, ♣ x x x, most 
of us would automatically respond 3NT with 13–15 
balanced points and no 4-card major. A wily veteran 
might try a psych bid of 2♣ to prevent an opening lead 
in your weak suit against 3NT. 

Psychs are a well-established part of bridge, and the 
purpose of this article is not to encourage or discourage 
their use, but to alert the reader that these bids do 
occur and seem to be occurring more frequently at the 
Club. 

It is considered unsportsmanlike to psych against less 
experienced players and repeated psychs of this type 
may be considered a violation of the laws. Some 
players psych “just for the fun of it,” to break the 
monotony of a bad game. This sort of intentionally 
disruptive behavior is considered unsportsmanlike as 
well. The frequent use of psychs with the same partner 
also raises serious ethical concerns. It is illegal to 
psych an artificial or conventional opening bid—such as 
2♣—and any conventional responses thereto. 

The LRDBC maintains a notebook for the purpose of 
recording reported psychs. You should report a psych 
to the director when it occurs at the table so that it will 
be noted in the record to protect others from abuse. ♦ 

Playing in the ABA 
Dick Chapman 

No, not the American Bar Association. I’m talking about 
the American Bridge Association. When I traveled to 
Washington, D.C. in mid-January, I naturally thought 
“forget the world class museums, I want to play bridge.” 
I checked the internet for clubs in the area and 
discovered the Washington Bridge League was located 
just a couple of miles away from my daughter’s home. 
This club is run under the auspices of the American 
Bridge Association. 

The ABA was founded in 1932 as a way to make 
competitive duplicate bridge available to persons 
otherwise barred because of the racial policies of the 
day. Despite the fact that the ACBL began to change in 
the early 1950’s and removed all barriers in the mid-
1960’s, the ABA continues to sanction clubs and hold 
its own tournaments, masterpoint races, etc. The 
organization has a proud tradition of bridge which it 
maintains through oral histories, conferences, articles, 
and Web pages, and it sponsors two national 
tournaments each year. 

When I called to try to find a partner for the following 
day, I discovered that an individual movement was 
planned and no partner was necessary. An individual 
movement is a great way to meet a number of different 
players, but it does require fast adjustments of playing 
styles: the two-board movement meant I had 12 
partners in one day! A typical round would start with 
questions: “Two Over One ok with you, or do you prefer 
Standard American? Defensive carding? Key card or 
ace-asking style? Competition over their one no trump? 
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Lebensohl? Ok, let’s go.” This exchange would take 20 
or 30 seconds and then the play would begin. It was 
fast and loose but great fun. The quality of the play 
varied just as it does in our club and ranged from near-
beginner to expert. Part of the fun was in trying to 
adjust my own play to the skill level I thought I had in 
partner and opponents. 

I encourage players to seek out clubs in other cities, 
either with established partners or with partners that the 
host clubs can provide. Playing outside our club is a 
way to spread good will among bridge players. We 
enjoy having visitors, and it’s just as nice to be a guest 
in other clubs. ♣ 

The 70% Club 
• Bonnie Melchior & Gerald Koonce—71.83% Monday, 

November 30 (ACBL-wide Charity Open) 
• Jan Van Ness & John Chapman—73.68% 

Wednesday, December 9 (0–300) 
• Richard Kalkbrenner & Devon Beck—71.14% 

Monday, December 14 (0–300) 
• Sandy Swegle & Elizabeth Howard—71.00% Monday, 

December 28 (0–300) 
• Marian Belew & Sandra Crawford—73.33% 

Wednesday, December 30 (0–300) 
• George Karpoff & Bill Mattox—71.36% Monday, 

January 11 (0–300) 
• Blanche Moore & Frank Skudrzyk—74.87% 

Wednesday, January 13 (0–300) 
• Richard Johnson & Carolyn Johnson—72.34% 

Monday, January 18 (0–300) 
• Charlotte Davis & Pat Rice—70.68% Monday, 

January 18 (0–300) 
• Bryan Lee Williams & Beth Howard—70.00% 

Thursday, January 21 (0–500) 

Director’s Corner (aka 
Adventures with Carl) 
Bryan Lee Williams 

Some of you may know that I’ve started directing twice 
a month on Tuesday evenings—the first and third ones 
to be exact. My very first Tuesday night was December 
15, 2009. Here I am, hoping everything runs smoothly, 
but I get a director call. I see that Jane Dickey is sitting 
North playing with Mike Compton and Dick Heil is 
sitting East playing with Carl Gray. 

For those who don’t know Carl, he has given great 

lessons to novices on bridge proprieties. He relates 
fingering the bidding box to someone in the old days 
muttering “1♠, 2♣, 1♦, 1♠!” Carl is one of the most fun 
partners I’ve ever played with. 

So I walked over and asked, “What did Carl do this 
time?” Everyone enjoyed a good, long laugh. Dick, after 
picking himself up off the floor, said that was the best 
ruling I’d ever made. 

“Okay, so what happened?” 

Carl then explained that the bidding went 1NT by him, 
announced as 12–14 HCP by Dick. Jane doubled. Dick 
bid 2♥. Mike asked if that bid was natural to which Carl 
responded it was. Mike passed. 

Carl slowly pulled a Pass from his bidding box but 
instead of laying it on the table he slipped it into his 
hand along with his playing cards. (I think maybe he 
hoped he could use it as an extra trump.) Carl now 
announced that he had given the wrong explanation for 
Dick’s 2♥ bid. That’s when I was called. 

After much confusion, I couldn’t find a Law that exactly 
dealt with this unusual use of the bidding box. 

I ended up letting Carl change his bid to 2♠, which 
Jane doubled and then all passed. The result was a 
plus 800 for Jane and Mike—a top board. 

So was the ruling correct? 

Rick Beye, the head director for ACBL says, “When 
using bid boxes, a call is made exactly as is a played 
card by declarer (Law 45C2). If that bid card is on or 
near the table, or held in such a position as to indicate 
that the call is made, then it is made. While extracting a 
bid card from the box does not constitute a call, it does, 
in all cases, provide unauthorized information to 
partner. Continue to encourage your players to stay 
away from the bid box until they have decided what call 
they intend to make.” 

Carl indeed had not yet passed, so allowing him to bid 
2♠ was correct. 

What does this mean for the rest of us? 

If you are bidding, do not even reach for the bidding 
box until you have decided on the call you are going to 
make. 

If you are declaring or defending, do not even remove a 
card from your hand until you are sure that is the card 
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First Place Winners From Kansas City, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Millie & Mary 
 
 Beth & Rosemary 
 Ted & Fred 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Linda & Faith 
 Helen & Richard 
 
 
 
 
 
 Russ 
 
 Not Pictured: Marsha Biggs, Jan Gauntt, Gerald Koonce 
 Gay Hathaway, & Allan Siebert 
 Susan & Jeanne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Leslie, Pat, Becky, & Sandy Vicki, Vickey, Melissa, & Tricia 
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District 10 STaC, Jackson, and Little Rock 299er 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Beth, Bryan Lee, Helen, & Rosemary 
 Helen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Sandra & Leslie 
 Charlotte, Noel II & Noel 
 

In Route to Reno for North American Pairs! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Devon & Marian Elaine & Rick 
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Ask the Experts 
David Cockcroft 

When do you raise partner after a one-over-one 
response with only 3-card support? Usually a single 
raise by opener shows 4-card support and a minimum 
hand. Often, however, opener has only 3-card support 
and an unbalanced hand with no other constructive bid 
other than to raise partner. 

For example, holding ♠ K Q x, ♥ x, ♦ A K x x x, ♣ J x x 
x, after partner responds 1♠ to your opening bid of 1♦, 
it is more appealing to raise to 2♠ than to rebid 2♣ with 
this anemic club suit. Similarly, holding ♠ A J x, ♥ x, ♦ 
Q x x x, ♣ A K x x x, after partner responds 1♠ to your 
opening bid of 1♣, it is better to rebid 2♠ since you 
don’t have the values to reverse. 

A jump raise by opener in responder’s suit (1♦–1♠–3♠) 
shows 16–18 HCP with 4-card support. This month’s 
question for our experts: “When do you jump raise 
partner’s suit with only 3-card support after a one-over-
one auction?” 

Hand 1—Holding ♠ Q J 10, ♥ A K Q J 10 x, ♦ Q 10 x, 
♣ x—in a team game—what is your rebid after partner 
responds 1♠ to your 1♥ opening? Most of the panel 
would rebid 3♥ with this hand, although one took a 
more conservative view and rebid 2♥. Only one made a 
jump raise to 3♠. Clearly, most thought it was more 
important to show the strong 6-card heart suit than 3-
card spade support. One of the panel recommended 
rebidding 2♦ to show the 3-card diamond fragment. 
Now, if responder rebids 2♠ or shows a preference for 
hearts, opener will raise spades and will have 
described his hand more completely. Responder will 
know that ♠ K x x x, ♥ x x, ♦ K J x, ♣ x x x x is good 
enough for game in 4♥, whereas ♠ K x x x, ♥ x x, ♦ x x 
x, ♣ K J x x is not. Finally, only one expert wanted to 
force to game with a jump shift to 3♦. 

Hand 2—Holding ♠ A J x, ♥ A Q 10 9 x, ♦ x, ♣ A J 10 
x, what is your rebid after partner responds 1♠ to your 
1♥ opening? With this hand a third of the experts chose 
a jump raise in spades. One of the experts jumped to 
3♦ as a splinter raise in support of spades. A majority 
preferred a simple rebid of 2♣, believing that game was 
unlikely if partner could not take further action over 2♣. 

When asked for criteria for making a jump raise with 
only 3-card support, most of the panel of experts would 

you want to play. 

Do this, and we will all have less confusion, fewer 
director calls, and more fun. 

P.S. by Carl: What is so interesting about this is that, 
about 5 minutes before this bidding sequence, Dick and 
I had a long discussion on this EXACT bidding 
sequence and what it meant. ♠ 

We mourn the passing of Billie 
Swatek. 
ACBL Charity Pairs Hand 
Gerald Koonce 

This was a fun board from the ACBL Charity Pairs 
November 30, a squeeze and end-play. 

Vul: All ♠ J 5 3 
Dlr: North ♥ A Q 10 9 
 ♦ K 10 8 5 3 
 ♣ 2 
 ♠ 7 6 4 ♠ K 8 2 
 ♥ 8 7 4 3 ♥ K J 6 
 ♦ 6 4 ♦ J 9 7 
 ♣ 8 7 6 3 ♣ K Q 10 5 

♠ A Q 10 9 
♥ 5 2 
♦ A Q 2 
♣ A J 9 4 

 N E S W 
 P 1♣ 1 NT P 
 2♣ P 2♠ P 
 3NT All Pass 

The opening club lead went to the Queen and Ace. 
East‘s opening bid marked her with all three missing 
Kings, so her hand was an open book. 

I played the Ace and Queen of diamonds, then a 
diamond to the King. On the next two rounds of 
diamonds, both East and I pitched a heart and a club. 

I ran the Jack of spades, ducked, played a spade to the 
ten, followed by the Ace and Queen, on which I 
discarded a heart from dummy. East, down to the KJ of 
hearts and K10 of clubs, threw the club 10. 

I now played a club to the Queen and East had to lead 
a heart to the board, making six. ♥ 
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Pairs (22 pairs) 
• Ted Hannah & Bob Landgren—3rd in B/2nd in C in 

299er Pairs (22 pairs) 
• Mary Schneider & Norma Bishop—4th in B in 299er 

Pairs (22 pairs) 
• Dennis Clark & Allison Carter—3rd in C in 299er Pairs 

(22 pairs) 
• Luraette Tucker & Jim Tucker—14th in A/11th in 

B/2nd in C in Open Pairs (449 pairs) 
• Karen Anderson & Jim Proctor—22nd in A in Open 

Pairs (449 pairs) 
• Marian Belew & Sandra Crawford—1st in A in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Leslie Lipke & Susan Woodyard—2nd in A/1st in B&C 

in 299er Pairs (17 pairs) 
• John Chapman & Jan Van Ness—3rd in A in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Bob Landgren & Fred Hunt—4th in A/2nd in B&C in 

299er Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Jan Gauntt & George Ballard—5th in A in 299er Pairs 

(17 pairs) 
• Becky Bien & Marsha Biggs—3rd in B&C in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Forrest Webb & Tom Walton—4th in B&C in 299er 

Pairs (17 pairs) 
• Allan Siebert & Gerald Koonce—2nd in A in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Don Boss & Evelyn Hodges—7th in A/3rd in B in 

Open Pairs (284 pairs) 
• David Siebert & Suzanne Siebert—9th in A in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Norma Campbell & Jim Proctor—13th in A in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Missy McCain & Somers Collins—10th in B in Open 

Pairs (284 pairs) 
• Ann Ferrill & David Cockcroft—3rd in A in Open Pairs 

(136 pairs) 
• Mike Compton & Jane Dickey—6th in A/2nd in B in 

Open Pairs (136 pairs) 
• Jane Dickey & Bonnie Fincher—7th in A/4th in B in 

Open Pairs (165 pairs) 
• Gerald Koonce & Bonnie Fincher—6th in A in Open 

Pairs (334 pairs) 
• Jeanne Lloyd & Helen Abbott—1st in A in Open Pairs 

require strong 3-card support and shortness in a side 
suit, with no clear alternative action. One expert gave 
the following examples: After 1♥–1♠, with ♠ K Q x, ♥ A 
K Q x x x, ♦ A x x, ♣ x or with ♠ A Q x, ♥ K Q J x x x, 
♦ A Q x, ♣ x, a jump raise of 3♠ is the best rebid. But 
with ♠ K Q x, ♥ K Q J x x x, ♦ A K x, ♣ x, he preferred 
a 3♥ rebid. The difference is that the first two hands 
have the Ace of hearts and/or spades, but the last hand 
has neither of these key cards. 

Thanks to Jim Awalt, Gordon Campbell, Al Childs, Ann 
and Dane Clay, Peggy Jett, Gerald Koonce, Bo Liu, 
Allan Siebert, David Siebert, and Jack Tidball for their 
participation in this month’s panel. 

If you have a bidding problem or other bridge related 
question for our experts, put them in mailbox B-13 or 
send them to Hdvdcockcroft@yahoo.comH. ♦ 

Tournament Report 
Kansas City, MO Regional 

• Russ Jones & partner—2nd in A in Open Pairs (20 
pairs); 3rd in A in Open Pairs (40 pairs); 1st in A in 
A/X Pairs (40 pairs) 

• Russ Jones & teammates—2nd in Bracket I Knockout 
(10 teams) 

• John Chapman & Wendy Wheeler—3/4 in A in 299er 
Pairs (16 pairs) 

District 10 STaC 

• Bonnie Melchior & Allan Siebert—7th in A in Open 
Pairs (442 pairs) 

• Richard Kalkbrenner & Devon Beck—1st in A in 299er 
Pairs (22 pairs) 

• George Ballard & Jan Gauntt—2nd in A in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs) 

• Faith Smith & Linda Faulkner—3/4 in A/1st in B in 
299er Pairs (22 pairs) 

• Richard Johnson & Carolyn Johnson—3/4 in A in 
299er Pairs (22 pairs) 

• George Karpoff & Bill Mattox—5th in B in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs) 

• Lee Cress & Rosemary Dyke—6th in A in 299er Pairs 
(22 pairs) 

• Noel Hall II & Noel Hall—2nd in B/1st in C in 299er 

Need a Partner? 
Contact Connie & Roger Ellingson (phone 664-0385 or email ubsldtel@sbcglobal.net) or Diane Tait (phone 225-9144) 
to help you find a partner. If you are willing to be on the fill-in list, please let Diane, Connie, or Roger know. 
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• Mary Schneider & Millie Calhoun—1st in A in Pairs 

(20 pairs) 
• Pat Rice, Becky Bein, Leslie Lipke, & Sandy 

Swegle—2nd in A/1st in B in Swiss (17 teams) 
• Richard Johnson, Carolyn Johnson, Sandra Crawford, 

& Marian Belew—3rd in A in Swiss (17 teams) 
• Frank Skudrzyk, Nancy McKenzie, Dixie Martin, & 

Byron Southern—2nd in B in Swiss (17 teams) 

Teacher of 
the Year 
Award 
Created 
(Reprinted from the San Diego Fall 2009 NABC Daily Bulletin) 

Not every bridge teacher has authored a bestseller, 
written a newspaper column, or become well known 
enough to receive an entry in the Official Encyclopedia 
of Bridge. Nevertheless, there are many teachers who 
continue to inspire their students day in and day out, 
promoting the game in their community and answering 
any question clearly, concisely, and without judgment, 
whether it’s how to take a finesse or Roman Keycard 
Blackwood. Their work too often goes unrecognized, 
yet it is vital to the future of the game. HRead more... 

Starting in 2010, thanks to Master Point Press and the 
American Bridge Teachers Association (ABTA), these 
anonymous-yet-praiseworthy mentors will finally have 
an annual award to call their own: the ABTA Master 
Point Press Teacher of the Year Award. 

“This is really for the unsung heroes of the bridge 
world,” Barbara Seagram, co-author of the bestselling 
25 Bridge Conventions You Should Know, chair of the 
ABTA Teacher of the Year Committee, and a bridge 
teacher herself, said in a statement. “At last there is an 
award for those in the trenches.” 

To nominate someone, students are encouraged to e-
mail one or two paragraphs to Barbara Seagram 
(Hbseagram@ca.inter.net H) explaining why their teacher 
deserves consideration. Nominees must have at least 
five years’ teaching experience and teach at least 75 
hours a year. Nominations will close on April 1, 2010. 

The award will be given to a teacher who exemplifies 
what Seagram calls “love for the game. They may not 
have a famous name, but their communication skills 
and enthusiasm promote bridge’s future, adding to your 

(50 pairs) 
• Jane Dickey & Bonnie Melchior—2nd in A in Open 

Pairs (50 pairs) 

Memphis, TN Sectional 

• Gerald Koonce & Allan Siebert—1st in A in Pairs (34 
pairs); 1st in A in Pairs (39 pairs); 4th in A in Pairs (32 
pairs) 

• Rosemary Dyke & Beth Howard—3rd in A in 299er 
Pairs (26 pairs); 1st in A in 299er Pairs (11 pairs); 4th 
in A in 299er Pairs (18 pairs) 

• Russ Jones & partner—1st in A in Pairs (56 pairs); 
5th in A in Pairs (32 pairs) 

• David Siebert & Jane Dickey—5th in A in Pairs (56 
pairs) 

• David Siebert & Suzanne Siebert—4th in A in Pairs 
(39 pairs) 

• Allan Siebert, Gerald Koonce, & teammates—3rd in A 
in Swiss (41 teams) 

• Suzanne Siebert, David Siebert, & teammates—4th in 
A is Swiss (41 teams) 

• Russ Jones & teammates—7/9 in A in Swiss (41 
teams) 

Jackson, MS Sectional 

• Tom Byarlay & Bill Mattox—3rd in C in Pairs (29 
pairs); 4th in C in Pairs (28 pairs) 

• Margaret Kelly & Diana Nagel—6th in A/5th in B in 
Pairs (41 pairs) 

• Marian Belew & Devon Beck—3rd in C in Pairs (41 
pairs); 6th in B/3rd in C in Pairs (28 pairs) 

• Helen Buchanan & Rosemary Dyke—2nd in A in 
299er Pairs (8 pairs) 

Little Rock, AR 299er Sectional 

• Bryan Lee Williams, Beth Howard, Rosemary Dyke & 
Helen Buchanan—1st in Bracket I Knockout (4 teams) 

• Charlotte Davis, Pat Rice, Marsha Biggs, & Becky 
Bien—1st in Bracket II Knockout (6 teams); 1st in 
Bracket II Knockout (6 teams) 

• Vickey Metrailer, Tricia Chaffin, Melissa Hawkins, & 
Vicki Scanlon—2nd in Bracket II Knockout (6 teams); 
1st in C in Swiss (17 teams) 

• Jeanette Johnston, Carol Jones, Karen Anderson, & 
Jill Niell—2nd in Bracket II Knockout (6 teams) 

• Gay Hathaway & Jan Gauntt—1st in B in Pairs (45 
pairs) 

• Ted Hannah & Fred Hunt—1st in A&B in Pairs (37 
pairs); 1st in B&C in Pairs (20 pairs) 
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Tournament Schedule 
North American Bridge Championships (NABC) 
Reno, NV, March 11–24 
New Orleans, LA, July 22–August 1 

Regionals 
Biloxi, MS, January 25–31 
Houston, TX, February 1–7 
Gatlinburg, TN, April 12–18 
Oklahoma City, OK, May 9–15 
Hot Springs, AR, May 17–23 
Austin, TX, June 29–July 5 
Nashville, TN, July 12–18 

Sectionals 
Districts 7 & 10 STaC, February 1–7 
Birmingham, AL, Feb 11–14 
Grapevine, TX, February 12–14 
Nashville, TN, February 18–21 
Hattiesburg, MS, February 19–21 
Tuscaloosa, AL, March 4–6 
Richardson, TX, March 4–7 
Springfield, MO, March 5–7 
Gulfport, MS, March 19–21 (0–300) 
Hot Springs Village, AR, March 26–28 
McAlester, OK, April 9–10 
Jackson, MS, April 23–25 
Montgomery, AL, April 30–May 2 

GNT District Qualifying 
Jackson, MS, April 23–25 

February Birthdays 
Patricia Baker............16 Druann Baskin ............12 
Donna Beard .............15 Gerald Berry ...............21 
Chucki Bradbury........12 Charlene Burns............. 5 
Tom Byarlay ................4 Karla Chenault............24 
Dane Clay..................12 David Cockcroft ............ 9 
Fran Cockcroft...........27 Annette Connaway ....... 9 
Carl Gray.....................3 Donna Hare .................. 1 
Kam Harrell ...............12 Carol Holcomb............26 
Oscar Holiman ..........17 Bill Jones ....................12 
Ann Lewis..................27 Elaine Lowens ............16 
Nancy McKenzie .........9 Lester McKinley ..........13 
Diana Nagel ..............27 Jill Niell .......................19 
Mary O'Brien .............17 Bill Phillips .................... 7 
Rena Riley.................18 Kaye Stanley ................ 8 
Cherry Starling ............5 Tom Walton ................13 
Margaret Ann Watson .9 Jan Worden ................20 

enjoyment.” 

Master Point Press co-founder Ray Lee is “delighted” to 
be working with the ABTA to create the Teacher of the 
Year award. “It is the bridge teachers who bring new 
people into the game, and we want to recognize their 
hard work and dedication,” he said. The first winner will 
be presented with a “Teacher of The Year” plaque and 
a cash award next July in New Orleans at the ABTA’s 
2010 convention. 

The ABTA is a professional organization of bridge 
teachers from Canada, Mexico, and the USA. Its 
mandate is to help those who teach bridge to do it 
better. Master Point Press is the world’s largest 
publisher of books on contract bridge with more than 
150 titles in print. Most recently, MPP has expanded its 
reach by starting a blog site at bridgeblogging, aimed at 
providing a forum for discussion on all things bridge, 
and a sister site masteringbridge, designed for teachers 
and students. 

For more information on this new award, contact 
Barbara Seagram (bseagram@ca.inter.net) or phone 
(416) 487-8321 or Linda Lee 
(Hinfo@masterpointpress.com H) or phone (416) 781-
0351. ♣ 

Tidball to Teach 
The Diamond Series will begin on March 2 at 10:00 
a.m. Another series of classes will be on Intermediate 
Declarer play and will begin on March 3 at 1:00 p.m. 
Both classes will meet every week for about 8 weeks. 

Donations 
to The 
Bridge 
House 
The Bridge House gratefully acknowledges the 
following honorary and memorial contributions: 

In honor of Judy & Dick Chapman: Fran & David 
Cockcroft 
In memory of Ruth Gilliam: Fran & David Cockcroft, 
Elaine & Rick Lowens, Jeanne Lloyd 
In honor of Dick Heil: Jean Grimes 
In memory of Billie Swatek: Ann & Dane Clay, Judy 
& Dick Chapman, Jeanne Lloyd, Bernice McNutt 

In memory of Sandy Turner: Tricia Chaffin 
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Little Rock Duplicate Bridge Club 
7415 Indiana Street 
Little Rock, AR 72207 
 
 
 

 

LITTLE ROCK DUPLICATE BRIDGE CLUB 
CURTIS FINCH BRIDGE HOUSE — A ZERO TOLERANCE CLUB 
7415 INDIANA STREET, LITTLE ROCK, AR 72207 
(501) 666-9841 
WWW.LITTLEROCKBRIDGECLUB.ORG 

Officers 
David Cockcroft President 
225-9902 (H) dvdcockcroft@yahoo.com 

Sheila Mehaffy Vice President 
Ann Lewis Secretary 
Rick Lowens Treasurer 
Dick Heil Past President 

Board of Directors 
One Year Two Years 
John Chapman Barbara Blaine 
Richard Kalkbrenner Helen Buchanan 
Bill Kinneman Kay Loss 
Diane Lord Jack Tidball 

Margaret Kelly ACBL Club Manager 
224-4045 (H) kclmfkelly@aol.com 

Jane Dickey Newsletter Editor 
377-0312 (O) jdickey@roselawfirm.com 

February Special Games 
STaC Week—100% sectional rated black 

Every game Monday, February 1, through Sunday, 
February 7; all games open except Monday, 7:00 p.m. 
(0–300), and Wednesday, 9:30 a.m. (0–300) 

Junior Fund Games—100% sectional rated black 

See calendar. 

Unit Championship—85% sectional rated black 

Tuesday, February 9, 7:00 p.m. 

Club Championship—100% sectional rated black 

Thursday, February 11, 7:00 p.m. (0–500) 
Tuesday, February 23, 1:00 p.m. 
Friday, February 26, 7:00 p.m. 

New Member Appreciation + Junior Fund—100% 
sectional rated black 

Sunday, February 14, 1:30 p.m. 

Master/Novice + Junior Fund—100% sectional rated 
black 

Tuesday, February 23, 7:00 p.m. 


